THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   August 6, 9 & 10, 2003

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church – Watertown, WI

BETTER TIMES ARE YET TO COME    Isaiah 65:17-25

Everyday a person or two is being killed on the streets of Milwaukee, just 40 miles east of here.  Daily people are being killed on the highways of our state.  People we know have lost their jobs because of the downturn in the economy.  Others don’t know from month to month whether they will have a job.  Regularly people we know are suddenly stricken with an illness and they are diagnosed with cancer or some other incurable disease.  Then when we look at the world scene we see soldiers being killed in Iraq.  We see revolutionists shooting and running wild through the streets of Monrovia, Liberia.  We see the devastation that floods and tornadoes have brought on the people of our nation.  Could it get any worse?  It certainly could.

Today as we conclude our four-week look at selections from the prophet Isaiah we are reminded that BETTER TIMES ARE YET TO COME.  Isaiah by revelation from God had foretold the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, modern day Iraq, and the captivity that his people would experience for 70 years. This occurred almost one hundred years after the death of Isaiah.   But then God revealed that better days were coming.  In the prophecy we have before us Isaiah speaks of the better days in terms of the end of time and this world and the creation of the new heavens and earth.  He also speaks in the prophecy of the time of the Messiah and the New Testament church, the time in which we are living.  Both of these better times are incorporated into one discourse.  As we consider the better times that we have and can look forward to I want you to consider with me I) Why We Are Looking For Better Times and then marvel and rejoice in II) What God Has Prepared For Us, His Disciples.

WHY ARE WE LOOKING FOR BETTER TIMES?

Most people are looking for better times.  The children of Israel were not happy during their captivity in Babylon.  They were forced to leave their homes and their homeland and to live in a strange and foreign nation.  They wanted to go home and be in familiar surroundings.  They wanted to go back to their temple in Jerusalem, but unfortunately Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians destroyed that temple. Life is no great painless and fun party.  Even though boxer Mike Tyson who has made hundreds of millions of dollars and now is filing for bankruptcy made the comment, “I’ve been able to fornicate with hundreds of women, produce beautiful children and buy all the cars I’ve ever wanted, if I die, I figure, I’ve won.”    I’m not so sure that’s winning.  In fact, his life seems like a wreck.  Two divorces.  Who knows how many children?  And now bankrupt after earning between 300 and 500 million dollars.  Jesus once said, “Life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”  (Luke 12:15b)

Ever since the human race lost the paradise that God had originally created for us, we have been seeking better times.  Our present life is filled with sorrow and tears.  We lose loved ones in death, the consequence of sin.  And it hurts.  It causes pain, tears and sorrow in our lives

Another result of this imperfect world is that everything is continually changing.  As the poet wrote, “change and decay in all around I see.” (CW #588 v. 3)  Most of us don’t like to move.  We would like to stay in the same place and we would like everything else to continue on as it always has.  But the reality is that everything is in constant change.

Another reason we look for better times is that there is continual war and conflict all around us.  We see it in our families.  Brothers and sisters are jealous and envious of one another.  Parents play favorites with one child over another.  Husband and wives are in conflict with each other.  Each one wanting things their own way and trying to change the other person to the way they want them to be.  Then we see the same thing happening between nations as wars and conflicts break out.

No matter what you and I try to do we cannot bring about better times.  But God can and has.  In fact, this is the good news that the Lord our loving God wants us to take with us throughout our lives that better times are coming.

MARVEL AT WHAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR US

God tells his people through the pen of Isaiah that in spite of all the hardships and difficult times they may experience they can look forward to better times.  These are times that you and I can also look forward to and some of these things we are experiencing right now as followers of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Listen to what the Lord promises us, “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy.  I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and crying will be heard in it no more.”  (Vv. 17-19)

This present earth as we know it is going to be destroyed by fire at the end of time.  But God is going to create a new earth where we are going to live body and soul intact and perfect.  We are not going to remember the former things.  We won’t remember all the troubles, pains and sorrows that we experienced in this world.  Will we know each other?  We certainly will.  In fact, Paul writes, “Now I know in part; then I shall know fully even as I am fully known.”  (1 Corinthians 13:12b)  The Apostles knew Moses and Elijah when they met them on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus.  But sin and its consequences will be totally forgotten.  There won’t be any crying or mourning in the new world.  Sin and all its consequences will no longer be in this perfect world.  It will be like it was at the beginning of time when God finished creating the world.  It all was very good.  That is impossible for any of us to conceive because we have never experienced a perfect world and we have never been perfect.  But that is what God has prepared for us.  You and I can be certain that we will live in this new world because Jesus Christ lived a perfect life; suffered our hellish punishment and rose from the dead so that we might have this glorious home.

The Lord now goes on to talk about the present New Testament Church and tells us that we are a people blessed by the Lord.  He speaks about living a full life in this world.  He says, “Never again will there be in it, an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.  They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  No longer will they build houses and others live in them or plant and others eat.  For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands.  They will not toil in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants before them.  Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.”  (Vv. 20-24)  God promises his protection and his blessings to his followers while we live here on this earth.  Now does that mean that all of us will live to a ripe old age in this present life?  Not necessarily.  But we will live forever with God on the new earth.  As we live here we know that the Lord is with us.  We can speak to him and he will hear and answer us.  This is the confidence that we have in Jesus Christ that if we ask anything of our heavenly Father in accordance with his will, he hears and answers.  And when we enter the new earth at the end of time God will be right there with us.  We will speak with him and he with us.  As John writes in Revelation “I saw the heavenly Jerusalem come down out of heaven (upon the new earth). Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people and God himself will be their God.” (Revelation 21:2&3) What a glorious and exciting future we have to look forward to!

There is even more.  There is a peace and security that we have now and will be eternal on the new earth.  Listen to how God describes it.  “The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, says the LORD.”  (Vv. 24-25)  As members of the Holy Christian church we have a peace with our Creator that goes beyond all understanding.  Satan cannot snatch us out of our Father’s hand.  But in paradise at the end of time all creation will live in peace and harmony with each other just as it was at the beginning of time when God finished his creating work and the entire world was perfect.  We are also told that all living creatures were vegetarian.  No animal was preying on and eating another.  All creation lived in peace and harmony.  And the serpent, the devil, who brought all the troubles into the first world will no longer be able to hurt any of us or destroy or harm God’s perfect world.  We will be confirmed in our holiness.

Life here is not always easy.  But even in the face of temptations, sickness, pain and death we know that we rest securely in the hands of our all-powerful and loving Father who is busy working all things for the good of his people, the Holy Christian Church.  And we know at the end of time we can look forward to better times – times that are beyond our wildest dreams.  Times that Jesus Christ has personally prepared for each of us.  People of God, remember better times are coming for everyone of us.

                                                                                                                      Amen.

BETTER TIMES ARE YET TO COME

I. Why we are looking for better times?

A. The people of Israel were looking for better times

B. Our life is filled with sorrow & tears

C. This present world continues to change

D. There is continual war & conflict (families & nations)

E. We can’t bring about better times by ourselves

II. Marvel at what God has prepared for us

A. A new earth (vv. 17-19

B. The New Testament Church vv. 20-24

C. Peace & security now and in eternity

Life does not consist in the abundance of possessions

Change and decay in all around I see.

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully even as I am fully known.

I saw the heavenly Jerusalem come down out of heaven upon the new earth.  Now the dwelling of God is with me and he will live with them.  They will be his people and God himself will be their God.

