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WHO IS GOING TO JUDGE ME?       John 5:21-30

A young woman once came to a pastor and said, “I don’t know who God is.  I am terrified of death and dying. I am looking for help.   Can you help me?”  The pastor was willing to assist this woman in her search for the truth.

Are you afraid of death and dying?  Do you know what is going to happen to you when you die?  Are you afraid of what the judgment might be when you have to stand before the throne of God?  I believe, that often we are made to fear the final judgment.  Recently at a conference I attended a speaker on families made the comment when I have to stand before the throne of God at the last day, he will ask me how I did in the raising of my children.  For us, who are parents, isn’t that a frightening question?  For we all know that we have not done the best of jobs.  We know our failures.  We know the times that we have given our children a bad example by the curse words that have crossed our lips when we were angry and then cross our children’s lips when they become upset.  I know that I would not want to have to answer to God for my parenting skills.  Or we may have heard people say, “I wouldn’t want to be that person and have to answer to God for what they did.”  If we have to answer to God for all that we have done in this life, I would be terrified of death too.  I would not look forward to the end of my life and the day when I stand in the presence of my Creator and Judge.

The Word of God before us today as we consider the final Judgment gives us an entirely different picture.  Jesus had healed a man at the pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem on the Sabbath day.  After he had healed the man the Lord told him to pick up his mat and go.  When the Jews saw that the man who had been paralyzed was walking and carrying his mat, they confronted him and accused him of sinning by carrying his mat on the Sabbath.  The man replied that it was the person who had healed him who had told him to pick up his mat and walk.  Immediately the religious leaders wanted to know who this man was.  The man did not know and Jesus had slipped away into the crowd.  Later the man saw Jesus and found out who he was.  He then told the religious leaders that it was Jesus from Nazareth who had done these things for him.

The Jews then went after Jesus to persecute him for sinning on the Sabbath.  As they listen to Jesus’ response, they realize that he is claiming to be God.  They then really go after him with a vengeance.  But Jesus in his love and concern for these people clearly sets before them the truth and he speaks to them and us about whom he is and the final judgment at the end of time.  As we carefully listen to Jesus’ words we learn WHO IS GOING TO JUDGE ME?  Often attorneys and their clients are concerned about which judge is assigned to their case.  Why?  Because it is known that some judges are more lenient than others.  So, if you are going to court on a drunk driving charge, you don’t want a judge who is hard on drunk drivers.  Different judges have different reasons for passing judgments.  So it is important for us to know as we have to stand before our Maker, I)What Is The Basis For Judgment.  The other question that is even more vital II) Is There Any Hope For Me.

WHAT IS THE BASIS FOR JUDGMENT?

When you have to stand before someone and be judged, you want to know on what basis am I being judged.  When people raise animals and take them to the county or state fair, they know that there are certain criteria on which the judges will rate their animals.  We judge athletic teams on the basis of their win/loss record.  Now what are you and I going to be judged on?  Let’s listen to Jesus’ words, (Vv. 28-30) “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out - those who have done good will rise to live and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.  By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.”  That doesn’t sound so good, does it?  It sounds as if we are going to be judged on the basis of what you and I have done in this life.  If we have done good, we will rise from our graves at the end of time to live forever with the Lord Jesus in glory.  If we have done evil, we will rise from our graves to be condemned forever.  Is that right?  Well, let’s listen to Jesus’ words as he talks specifically about the last day and judgment in the Gospel of Matthew(25:34-36) “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come you who are blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.”  Jesus then goes on to say to those on his left, (Matthew 25:41-43) “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.”

If you and I are going to be judged on the basis of what we have done, it doesn’t sound too good for us, does it?  But don’t we try our best?  We try to do what’s right.  We try to live an honest life.  Shouldn’t God be pleased and accept our best?  Most people like to think that.  But and this is a big one.  Our God says, “Be holy, because I the Lord your God am holy.”  (Leviticus 19:2) I’m not holy.  And I can say with certainty neither are any of you.  For the Bible tells us, “There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins.”(Ecclesiastes 7:20)  And the Apostle writes, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)  These truths led Martin Luther to not only fear but also hate God.  For he realized that God was demanding something that is impossible for any of us to do.

So what is the basis on which you and I will be judged?  What are the criteria that God is going to evaluate us on?  If we have done good or not? And now the big question - Is there any hope for me?

IS THERE ANY HOPE FOR ME?

As we carefully study Jesus’ words, we need to understand who it is that does good in the eyes of God.  Listen to what Jesus says to those people who hate him and are seeking to kill him.  (Vv. 24-26) “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.  I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.  For as the Father has life in himself so he has granted to the Son to have live in himself.”  Only a believer in Jesus Christ is able to do good.  As the Bible says, “Without faith it is impossible to please God.”  (Hebrews 11:6)  

Jesus tells us that if we trust him as our Savior and Lord we have eternal life.  That’s not some future thing we are going to receive.  We possess it right now.  We have eternal life because of Jesus’ work.  He is the almighty God.  Unfortunately, the people that Jesus is speaking to here do not believe that.  As the almighty God-Man Jesus did for us what it is impossible for us to do.  He was perfect and kept all of God’s commands in our place.  He willingly took on himself the judgment and condemnation of God that we rightly deserve.  He endured and suffered what we should get.
Through faith in him we are delivered.  Now how do we get that faith?  Jesus tells us, “I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and live.” (V. 25)  That faith comes from the Word of God.  As we listen to Jesus he brings us out of the death of unbelief into the life of faith.

Through the years as I have taught and spoken God’s Word to people I have had the joy and privilege of seeing this happen and so have many of you as you share God’s Word with your children, with family, friends and co-workers.  People are brought to faith.  The fear of death and punishment is removed and they are able to confess Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.  They have crossed over from death to life.  You and I are evidence that the Word of God is powerful and able to take people who hate God and love themselves and turn us around to love God and see ourselves for what we really are - sinners, but sinners washed clean in the blood of Jesus and able now to serve God in joy and to help our fellow human beings.

This is the message of Christianity.  We have no reason to fear death and the judgment.  For we stand declared innocent and holy in God’s sight because of Jesus Christ.  The life we now live we live by faith in Jesus and we daily strive to do good.  Even though our good works are still stained and flawed by our sins, yet in God’s sight they are beautiful and perfect because of Jesus.  That’s the good news, people.  That is a message that removes a terrible fear and uncertainty that many of us have probably dealt with sometime in our lives.  It allows us to face our death with peace and certainty.  For we know the out come.  As Jesus said, “He who believes in me is not condemned.”  (John 3:18a) So is God going to ask me any questions on how I did when I was here?  No.  The Bible says he is gong to say to me and to you and all who believe in him, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.”  (Matthew 25:34)

Amen

Who is Going to Judge Me?

I. What is the Basis for judgment?

A. The basis is what we have done

B. The standard God has set is perfection

II. Is there any hope for me?

A. Only a believer can do good

B. Jesus tells us if we believe we have eternal life

C. How do we come to faith – through the Word

D. We have seen the power of God’s Word

E. We have no reason to fear death & judgment

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come you who are blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.

Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.”

“Be holy, because I the Lord your God am holy.”

There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins.”

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

He who believes in me is not condemned.”  

Come, you who are blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.
