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WE DISPENSE LIVING WATER – John 4:13-26
 
 
Almost everywhere you go today you see people carrying bottles of spring water.  Who would have thought twenty years ago that you could sell a bottle of water for a dollar?  Many of us grew up just turning on the faucet and getting a drink of water from the tap.  Now you can buy six packs of water and carry them around wherever you go.  As people become more and more health conscious and as we see the results of drinking all that sugar-flavored water, people are turning back to water.  However, not water from the tap, but special spring water.  We are being told that you should drink at least eight glasses of water a day.
 
In the Word of God before us today our Lord Jesus speaks about living water.  Our Lord was traveling through Samaria.  That would be like a Jew wandering into some of the Palestinian settlements in Israel today.  Jews and Samaritans did not mix just as Jews and Palestinians do not mix today.  Jesus came to the area near Sychar where Jacob had given his son Joseph a plot of ground.  A well was there, probably more like a cistern.  This was a place where water was caught from rain showers.  It was noon and Jesus was tired from his trip.  He had left Judea in the south and was heading north back to Galilee.  Jesus sat down near the well and sent his disciples into town to purchase some food for lunch. A woman came out to the well to draw water.  Jesus asked her if she would give him a drink of water.  The woman was amazed that he, a man and a Jewish man on top of that would even speak to her.  For the Jews would not associate with Samaritans and women were considered second-class citizens in this culture.  She says to Jesus, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman.  How can you ask me for a drink?”  (John 4:9b)  Jesus then piques this woman’s interest when he says to her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”  (John 4:10)  The woman looks at Jesus and says, “You don’t have anything to draw water with and the well is deep. Where are you going to get this living water?” (John 4:11)  Now the woman thought that Jesus was talking about fresh spring water instead of the stagnant and stale water that had been caught in this cistern.  Jesus then offers this woman water that will change her life.
 
Here at St. Mark’s WE DISPENSE LIVING WATER.  This is water that is different from this bottle of spring water.  It is totally different from the water that you and I drink everyday.  This is I) A Water That Quenches Guilt and it is II) A Water That Gives Freedom.
 
 
A WATER THAT QUENCHES GUILT
 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a drink of water that would quench and satisfy your thirst forever? That’s what Jesus offered this woman.  When he offered her this water that would quench her thirst forever she said, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” (v. 15) This woman saw two advantages of this water.  First she would never have to deal with thirst again in her life and then she wouldn’t have to lug those jugs around, pull the water up out of the well and then carry that heavy jug back to her home only to have to do the same thing over and over again, day after day.  But this was not the type of water that Jesus was talking about.  The water that he was talking about is the water of God’s Word and he was talking about himself, the Word of God made flesh.
 
Let’s see how Jesus gets this woman to see that the water he is offering will quench her guilt forever. Jesus says to her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”  (v. 16) The woman says to him, “I have no husband.”  (v. 17a) Jesus tells her, “You’re right in saying you have no husband.  The truth is you have had five husbands and the man you are living with right now is not your husband.” (v. 17b) Ouch!  That’s pretty blunt isn’t it?  He’s just met this woman and he’s putting her on a guilt trip telling her that she is living in sin.  She certainly had a checkered past.  Divorced five times and now living with a man outside of marriage. Does Jesus condemn her? No. He merely states the facts.  The woman feels guilty enough.  At least she was honest enough to admit that she didn’t have a husband.  She knew what she was doing was wrong.
 
How was she handling this guilt? Her response to Jesus indicates two possible things she was doing.  One she was trying to deal with this guilt by herself, trying to do what she thought would make up for all the sins she had committed and was committing. She was worshiping God and thinking that going to Mt. Gerizim where the Samaritans had built an altar to the Lord would satisfy God and take care of her sins.  The other possible way she was handling this was to just ignore it and hope that the guilt would go away.  Her answer to Jesus also may be a way of trying to divert the attention from her guilt and sin and her personal relationship with the Lord to talking about religion and worship practices.  Listen to what she says, “I can see your are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” (Vv. 19-20)
 
How often don’t you and I do the same thing and also encounter that as we try and talk with others.  It is not easy for any of us to admit our guilt, is it?  We rationalize it away.  We all have excuses. We all have others and circumstances that we can blame for the way we live or act.  We often refuse to talk about what we have done.  When confronted, we may attempt to change the subject and argue or discuss some other religious topic.  But don’t talk about my relationship with my God and what I am doing or have done.
 
Jesus doesn’t take the bait. He returns the discussion to the woman’s relationship with her Lord.  He takes up what the woman says about where one should worship and says, “”Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship him in spirit and in truth.”  (Vv. 21-24)   The Samaritans had only accepted the first five books of the Old Testament written by Moses.  They had rejected the rest of the Old Testament and had incorporated false worship with the worship of the true God.  The Jews, however, had the truth of the Scriptures and knew that salvation would come from the seed of Abraham, from the tribe of Judah from the family of David.  Then Jesus says, “all that is going to change.”  The time has now come when true worshipers of God worship in spirit and truth.  It is not the place.  It is the person.  The truth is Jesus Christ.  Remember our Savior later told his followers, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  (John 14:6)  Our entire life is one of worship.  We are telling God, you are worthy of our time, our efforts, our money, and our work.  We belong to you and we live for you not for ourselves.  What enables us to do that?  The water of God’s Word and Jesus the living Word quench our guilt.  We don’t have to take care of the guilt and shame of our sins. Jesus has done that.  We don’t have to try and hide it.  We can admit our sinfulness, our sins and be assured that our God says to us, “I forgive your wickedness and I remember your sins no more.”  (Jeremiah 31:34c)  The Spirit of God works in our hearts and minds through that almighty word to change us and free us.
 
A WATER THAT GIVES FREEDOM
 
When the woman heard what Jesus said, she replied, “I know that Messiah (called Christ) is coming.  When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” (v. 25) Jesus got her thinking about the Savior that God had promised to his people since the time of the fall into sin.  Jesus then lays this truth before her.  He says, “I am, the one who is speaking to you.”  When Jesus said, “I am”he was identifying himself as the Almighty God.  Remember when Moses was called to lead the children of Israel out of their slavery in Egypt and asked God whom shall I say sent me.  God said to Moses, “I am who I am.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites, “I am has sent me to you.”  (Exodus 3:14) This man speaking to this woman is the Almighty God.  He is the Savior of the world.  He frees us from guilt.
 
The woman caught on and she rushed back into town to invite people in the town to come and see.  She wasn’t afraid of Jesus.  She wasn’t afraid that he was going to condemn her for her lifestyle.  He accepted her and forgave her and that gave her freedom.  Her guilt had been quenched.  The water of God’s forgiveness had set her free from the fear of punishment for her sins.
 
The woman was now free to serve. She could spread the good news. She could boldly point others to Jesus and say, “He’s the one.  He sets us free from guilt.  He empowers us to live and serve.”
 
It is great to be forgiven. It is great to have this water of God’s Word welling up in us and overflowing.  We serve and love because God first loved us.  We now want to do God’s will and live for him. Why? Because Jesus Christ has set us free from the fear of eternal punishment and condemnation.  We show that love toward each other as we help one another; as we listen to each other and encourage one another on our way to an eternity of peace and joy in heaven.
 
                                                                                                                   Amen.
 
 
 
