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Matthew 27:1-10

AN HOUR OF DESPAIR – An Execution Order and a Suicide

Have you ever been in a situation where you thought there was no way out?

You may have been trapped in some financial debt where you could see no way

that you could ever get out of debt.  Your doctor may have told you that you

had some disease and there was nothing that the doctors could do for you or

you may have had an illness that the doctors were unable to diagnose let

alone treat.  Or you may have been caught committing some sin and now it

appeared that your life was ruined and there was nothing you could do to

correct or change what happened.  There are times when we feel so hopeless

and realize that we have no control over what is happening.

In our continuing study of the hours of Jesus’ suffering we find two men

caught in seemingly hopeless situations.  One is our Lord Jesus and the

other is the Lord’s disciple, Judas.  As we focus our attention on AN HOUR

OF DESPAIR, we hear AN EXECUTION ORDER and then we are told of A SUICIDE.

As we examine the execution order we see I) An Unjust and Criminal Edict and

then when Matthew tells us about the death of Judas we see II) A Sad End For

A Despairing Man.

AN UNJUST AND CRIMINAL EDICT

We often hear the statement that the wheels of justice move extremely

slowly.  People are arrested for a crime and it may take months and

sometimes years before they are finally brought to trial. As we study the

arrest and trials of Jesus that certainly is not the case.  Within the

matter of less than 18 hours, Jesus was arrested, tried, convicted and

executed.  Now that is swift justice.  The priests and rulers of the

synagogue had Jesus arrested in the middle of the night.  They had their

first trial at night.  This was illegal according to the rules that the Jews

had set for themselves regarding hearings and trials.  So to make things

legal at the first sight of dawn they held another hearing and Matthew tells

us they “came to the decision to put Jesus to death.” (v. 1b).  Then they

bound Jesus and led him away to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, to have

him issue the order for Jesus’ execution.  Since the Jews were under Roman

occupation, they could not execute anyone.  They needed the Romans to do

that.

This trial was illegal and the verdict was unjust.  Jesus was innocent.  He

had done nothing wrong.  When you read the accounts of the trial, you hear

that the Jews could not even get two witnesses to agree in their testimonies

against Jesus.  The charge that they get Jesus on is blasphemy.  Jesus

claimed that he was God, which the Jews did not believe.  Although we know

that Jesus is truly God.  However, when they took Jesus to Pilate they could

not bring this charge against Jesus because the Roman governor would not see

this as a reason to put someone to death.  So they came up with the charge

of treason.  They charged Jesus with claiming to be a king and telling

people to follow him rather than the Roman Emperor Caesar.

This was swift injustice.  It was the attempt of leaders and rulers to get

rid of someone who was undermining their power base and drawing people to

himself.   Jesus appeared to be in a hopeless situation.  Yet we do not see

our Lord despair.  This was all part of God’s plan for him.  He came to give

his innocent life as a ransom to set each and everyone of us free from our

hopeless and lost condition.  He came to set us free from despair and

hopelessness.  As Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this that he lay

down his life for his friends.”  (John 15:13)   Jesus gave himself so that

you and I need never despair as we go through this life on our way to

eternity with him in glory.  Unfortunately, there is a sad note to this

event.  There was someone who despaired and in his despair and seeming

hopeless situation took his own life.  Let’s look at the sad end of a

despairing man.

THE SAD END FOR A DESPAIRING MAN

The last time we saw Judas he was in the Garden of Gethsemane kissing Jesus

as a way to identify Jesus as the man the soldiers should arrest.  When he

did that our Lord did not rebuke Judas, but reached out to him in love and

said, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”(Luke 22:48)

Jesus loved and had forgiven Judas for what he had done.  Unfortunately,

Judas did not believe that.

I am convinced that Judas did not expect what happened to Jesus.  During the

past three years Judas had seen Jesus raise people from the dead.  He had

seen him walk through the midst of an angry mob in Nazareth that was going

to throw him off a cliff to his death.  He had seen the Lord heal the sick.

He knew that Jesus possessed great power, even though Judas did not believe

in Jesus as the promised Savior.

Matthew tells us that when Judas saw that Jesus had been condemned and was

being taken away to be executed, he was filled with remorse.  He was sorry

for what he had done.  Judas now tries to take care of his guilt and shame.

He takes the 30 silver coins that he had received from the priests back to

them.  He says to them, “I have sinned.  For I have betrayed innocent

 blood.”  (v. 4) The priests’ response is not too comforting for Judas.

They said to him, “What is that to us?  That’s your responsibility.”  (v.

4c) Filled with guilt what could Judas do?  He threw the money into the

temple.  He gave it back.  But that did not undo what he had done. Judas

could not remove his guilt.  He could not pay for what he had done.   So in

despair he went away and hanged himself.  He despaired and saw no hope for

himself.  Judas was lost.  He was damned.  Why?  Because he had committed

suicide?  No.  Because he did not believe that God loved him and had

forgiven him.  It is as Jesus said, “Whoever believes and is baptized will

be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  (Mark 16:15)

Judas thought his sin was so great and so evil that God could not and would

not pardon him.  Judas despaired.

People of God, we have no reason to despair.  No matter how great or evil

our sins, God still loves us.  Jesus’ perfect life and his innocent death on

the cross pay for all of our sins.  God has forgiven and forgotten all our

wrongs.  Our Lord does not keep a record of our mistakes and blunders.  The

blood of Jesus Christ erases them all.  This kangaroo trial and unjust

execution order by the Jews caused Jesus to suffer what we deserve for our

sins and to set us free from hopelessness and despair.  We now live in hope

and we have peace with our God.

Amen.

