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WE HAVE A MESSAGE OF PEACE IN A WORLD OF WAR   2 Corinthians 5:18-20

“War is hell.”  Prior to the recent invasion of Iraq, we may have been led

to believe by the media and some leaders that this war with Iraq was going

to be a cake walk.  It was going to be over in a matter of a few days.  We

have seen and learned that this is not the case.  This is requiring more

time, more weapons, bombs and missiles, more men and effort then we first

may have been led to believe.

War means death, injuries, wounds, lack of food and water, and a disruption

of our normal way of life.  War means many anxious and concerned families

whose sons and daughters are in a strange land battling not only a different

people, but also a different climate and terrain than we are accustomed to

in our nation. War for the people in Iraq means that their homes may be

blown up.  They and their children and family members killed.  It means the

continuous bombing and shelling of some of their cities all night long.  The

attention of our nation has been focused on the war in Iraq since it began a

number of days ago.  It seems every newspaper headline, every TV evening

news report, every news magazine’s lead article; every radio news report

deals with the war.  You would have to be in a comma or dead not to know

that our country is engaged in a war.

Is it pleasant?  Is it exciting?  NO!  It can be gut wrenching.  We don’t

know if and when the Iraqis will employ biological or chemical agents in the

war.  We don’t know when we will hear that one of the sons or daughters of

our city or congregation will be one of the next casualties of war.  We don’

t know if there will be terrorist attacks and reprisals in our nation for

what is going on in the Middle East.

These are very uncertain and uneasy times for our nation and for all of us.

People may feel afraid and scared.  Others continue to worry about their

children or grandchildren who are serving in our armed forces.  Everyone

praying that they will not receive a call or visit from uniformed soldiers

informing them that their loved one is missing or has been killed in action.

When we come to the house of our God and Savior we don’t want to hear about

war and destruction.  We come here to be strengthened, to receive peace and

comfort.  The Word of God before us today on the fifth Sunday in Lent

reminds us that WE HAVE A MESSAGE OF PEACE IN A WORLD OF WAR.  The Apostle

Paul reminds us I) What This Peace Is.  Now that we have peace we also have

a tremendous and wonderful opportunity.  Paul sets before us II) Our

Assignment

WHAT IS THIS PEACE?

The human race once had peace.  It didn’t last long but it was wonderful and

indescribable.  It was shortly after the creation of the human race.  God

placed the human race in a perfect world.  There was no conflict.  People

lived in perfect harmony with each other and with all of creation.  There

was no death.  There were no feelings of fear, anxiety and worry.  There

were no tears or sadness.  There was no jealousy or desires of revenge.

Mankind lived in perfect harmony with this world and with their creator.

Unfortunately, that peace didn’t last long.  An angel rebelled against God

in heaven.  He along with a third of the angels was cast out of glory.  He

was cast down upon this earth.  He then approached our first parents, Adam

and Eve, and introduced doubt and questioned the commands of God.  He

tempted our first parents to the sin of unbelief.  They rejected what God

said and then did what the devil suggested.  This ended peace.  No longer

was their peace between God and man.  When God entered the garden our first

parents ran and hid from God in fear.  Fear has to do with punishment.  They

realized they had done wrong and deserved to be punished.  There was no

longer peace between Adam and Eve.  We see this as Adam turns on Eve and

blames her for his actions.  We see it later as Adam and Eve’s first son,

Cain, kills his brother Abel in envy and jealousy.  Peace is gone.  The

human race is now filled with guilt and shame.  There is fear of punishment.

But the God who made us is a God of love.  God reestablishes peace with us.

As Paul writes, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through

Christ.”  (v. 18a) There was absolutely nothing that you and I could do to

bring peace, but God could and he did.  God came to this earth in the person

of Jesus the Christ.  Jesus did what you and I could not do.  He met God’s

demand of perfection.  He also took our place and suffered our hell so that

we might have peace and be set free from fear.  When Jesus cried from the

cross, “It is finished.”  (John 19:30b) the war was ended.  When God raised

Jesus to life on Easter morning it was to announce to us that we now have

peace with God.

What does this peace mean for you and me?  It means that we don’t have to

live in terror.  As Paul writes, “God was in Christ reconciling the world to

himself, not counting men’s sins against them.”  (v. 19) God is not keeping

a record of our sins.  God does not have a book where he has recorded every

misstep we have ever made.  But doesn’t the Bible say that in the end the

books will be opened and everything we have done will be revealed?  It

certainly does.  John writes “the books were opened.  Another book was

opened, which is the book of life.  The dead were judged according to what

they had done as recorded in the books.”  (Revelation 20:12).  What is

recorded for you and me and all believers in Christ?  Only the good that we

have done is recorded in those books.  Why?  Because all the sins we have

committed have been completely erased and wiped out by the blood of Jesus

Christ.  We have been reconciled.  God has made peace with us.  Our sins

which had separated us from him have been covered and removed by the life,

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Do we need to be afraid of facing

death?  Absolutely not!  We can welcome death because we know positively

where we are going to be.  We will be with the Lord Jesus and all his saints

in glory just as Elroy Heller, Jerry Boden and Richard Lueck experienced

this past week.  Do we need to be afraid to get out of bed tomorrow morning?

Not at all.   The God of peace is with us.  He is the one who is in control

of this world and all its affairs.  He is the one who is carefully guiding,

directing and controlling the affairs of your life and mine.  We have a

peace that Paul describes as going beyond all understanding.  This peace is

indescribable.

As we see people fret, worry and sometimes panic because of the war that is

going on, we can rest calmly in God’s hands knowing that he is going to do

what is best for his Christian church on this earth.

OUR ASSIGNMENT

Every day we are receiving all kinds of information both visual, written and

spoken about the Iraqi war.  The media is busying reporting and chronicling

the war for us.  As the people of God, you and I have an awesome and

exciting assignment.  It is not to speak of war, but of peace.  Paul writes,

“God has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore

Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  We

implore you on Christ’s behalf:  Be reconciled to God.”  (Vv. 19b-20)

We have a neat and exciting assignment.  We are the ambassadors of Jesus.

What does an ambassador do?  He represents the person or country that has

sent him.  He is to do what the one who sent him tells him to do.  An

ambassador does not spout his own views, ideas or thoughts.  He represents

someone and he speaks and promotes the views of his sender.

Who are we representing?  You and I are representatives of Jesus Christ. In

fact, we call ourselves Christians.  That means little Christs.  What is the

message that we are to announce?  We are to tell people that God has made

peace with them.  We are not here to tell people how to live.  We are not

here to police people and control their lives and thoughts.  We are here to

tell them of the great love that God has for them and how God has shown that

love in the work of his only Son, Jesus.  Our message is so simple.  “God

loves you.  God has forgiven you.  God has prepared an eternal home for you

in heaven.  You don’t have to do a thing.  Your God has done it all for you.

Believe it.”

If God has done it all, then does that mean that everyone is going to be in

heaven?  Sadly no.  Why not?  Because many people reject this good news.

They want to do something.  They think that it’s too simple.  There must be

a catch.  There are many who also think that they are good enough and God

should accept them on the basis of who they are and what they have done in

this life.  They don’t see that their failure to be perfect separates them

from God and closes the door to heaven to them.  Our Lord Jesus had many

reject his message.  Remember how shortly before his arrest and death Jesus

said to the crowds, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and

stone those sent to you, how often have I longed to gather your children

together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not

willing.”  (Matthew 23:37)  Did Jesus die for those people?  Had he made

peace for them?  He certainly did.  But they rejected the peace he offered.

Every day you and I come in contact with people who need to hear the message

of peace.  Befriend people.  Love people just as Jesus loves you.  Show that

you care about people and their eternal destiny.  This week I heard one of

our members who was a resident of Iraq speak on the war and on his faith in

Jesus Christ.  When people asked him if he would go back to Iraq, he said

yes if Saddam Hussein was gone.  Someone then asked him why and he said, “So

I can tell my family about Jesus Christ.”   That’s what its all about.  We

are Christ’s ambassadors and we have a message of eternal peace to share

with the world.

Amen.

