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GOD LOVES SINNERS.  CHRISTIANS LOVE SINNERS     

JOHN 8:1-11
 
When we mention February 14th, most people immediately think of Valentine’s Day.  This is the date on which over one billion cards are sent and exchanged.  This holiday has the second highest number of cards sent during the year.  Valentine’s Day is named after an early Christian martyr named Valentine.  Legend has it that one of the Roman emperors had decided that he wasn’t going to draft married men into his army.  So he issued an order that young men could not be married.  These were his future soldiers.  Valentine was a priest in Rome and supposedly he continued to marry young couples contrary to the emperor’s command.  He was put to death by the emperor and February 14thbecame his special feast day.  
 
Today Valentine’s Day is known as a day for expressing one’s love for someone who is near and dear to you.  That love often just deals with feelings and emotions that we have toward another person.  And those feelings can change from one person to another.  We often hear people talk about falling in love and then falling out of love.  The word of God before us today demonstrates the greatest love of all, the love that God has for every one of us.  As we consider a very familiar incident in the ministry of Jesus we want to focus on this truth – GOD LOVES SINNERS!  CHRISTIANS LOVE SINNERS!  As we observe the conduct of the religious people in this event we are reminded that I) We Are Often Quick To Point Fingers And Condemn.  As we observe Jesus we see that II) Our Lord Is Quick To Forgive And Call For Change.
 
WE ARE OFTEN QUICK TO POINT FINGERS AND CONDEMN
 
The incident in our reading occurred in Jerusalem in the fall of the year before Jesus was put to death.  Our Lord had gone to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.  This was the fall thanksgiving feast when the people of Israel thanked and praised God for the blessings of food and also remembered God’s goodness to the Israelites during their wanderings in the wilderness for those 40 years.  During the celebration Jesus went to the temple and began to teach the people.  They were amazed at his knowledge and learning.  Some began to wander if he was the Christ, the prophet who had been promised.  The Pharisees, however, had rejected Jesus and tried to convince the people that he was not the Messiah, the Christ.  Jesus left them and went to the Mount of Olives.  On the next day he came back to the temple courts and began to teach the people.
 
It was here that the incident of our reading took place.  The Pharisees and teachers of the law brought before Jesus a woman who had been caught committing adultery.  They made this woman stand in the midst of all these people and then they tried to entrap Jesus.  They said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.  In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women.  Now what do you say?”  
 
These men omitted certain things.  First the law said, “If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife – with the wife of his neighbor – both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.”  (Leviticus 20:10)  It wasn’t just the woman who was to be executed, but also the man.  Also the manner of execution was not set forth.  Only in the case of a virgin who was engaged to be married and had sex with another man, then the law was clear.  Moses writes,  “If a man happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be married and he sleeps with her, you shall take both of them to the gate of the town and stone them to death – the girl because she was in a town and did not scream for help, and the man because he violated another man’s wife.  You must purge the evil from among you.”  (Deuteronomy 22:23-24)   There was another problem the Jews did not have any authority to put anyone to death.  Remember when the Jewish religious courts condemned Jesus to death the following spring they could do nothing because they had no power to execute anyone.  That is why they hauled Jesus off to the Roman Governor Pilate to have him sign the order for execution.  So these leaders thought they had Jesus trapped.  If Jesus said, “Yes, stone her to death.”  They would say, “We can’t stone anyone to death  Are you telling us to rebel against the Roman authorities?”  If however,  Jesus said, “Don’t stone her.”  Then they would accuse him of claiming to be a teacher of the law and yet telling the people to ignore and disobey the law.  They thought they had entrapped Jesus.  As we watch and listen to Jesus we see the great love that our Lord has for this woman and for all of us.
 
How often don’t you and I act like the teachers of the law and the Pharisees when it comes to someone who has been caught in a sin?  We are quick to point fingers and condemn.  Were these men concerned about the welfare of this woman?  Or were they more concerned about getting Jesus and trying to keep everything pure and clean?  Remember Jesus had a reputation for hanging out with the wrong type of people.  The religious leaders were not happy with him.  Are we concerned about another’s relationship with his or her Savior?  Or are we more concerned about forcing people to live and think the way we think they should.   So many people have had bad experiences in churches.  Why?  Because often churches are more concerned about straightening people’s lives out rather than proclaiming God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus Christ.  Let’s watch Jesus as he handles this situation.
 
THE LORD IS QUICK TO FORGIVE AND CALL FOR CHANGE
 
Jesus doesn’t answer the men’s question.  Rather he bends down and starts writing in the sand with his finger.  The men wouldn’t let him get away with that.  John tells us, “they kept on questioning him.”(v. 7a) Finally, Jesus stands up and says to these men, “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  (v. 7b)  What an interesting response.  Now Jesus has put them on the spot.  These men knew what Solomon had written, “There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins.” (Ecclesiastes 7:20)   They also knew the words of the prophet Isaiah when he wrote, “all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.”  (Isaiah 64:6b)  So John tells us that the older men caught on right away and they left and finally the younger ones also left.  They knew if they picked up a stone and threw it at the woman they were claiming to be without sin and that was a lie.
 
Jesus finally straightens up and says to the woman, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  She replied, “No one, sir.”  Then we hear Jesus lovingly say to her, “Then neither do I condemn you.  Go now and leave your life of sin.”  Jesus forgave her.  How loving and simple.  That is why he came to this world.  Remember Jesus had said, “For God didn’t sent his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned.”  (John 3:17-18a)  This is the message of Jesus and this is the message of his church.  
 
We are not here to clean up the world and make it a better place to live in.  We are not here to get people to straighten up and fly right.  We are here to tell them that God loves them and he has forgiven them.  That’s a message that you and I need to hear again and again.  
 
Did you notice how Jesus said it?  He didn’t say, “Now you stop sleeping around and then I’ll forgive you.”  He didn’t say, “You have to show me that you deserve my forgiveness by saying you’re sorry and want to change.”  That’s not God’s way.  Jesus freely and unconditionally assures the woman, “I don’t condemn you.”  Then he says, “Now go and leave your life of sin.”  Why should she stop doing what she was doing?  Because the Lord had forgiven her.
 
Are we as quick to pronounce God’s forgiveness and love on people when they have fallen into sin?   Or do we tend to make demands that they have to change before we can tell them that God loves them and forgives them.  Do we forgive unconditionally as our Lord did?
 
Why does God do this?  It’s called love, amazing grace.  That is the message of Christianity.  That is a message that you and I need to communicate and show in our dealings with people.  God loves them.  We love them. God has freely forgiven and forgotten all of our sins.  We freely forgive because we have been forgiven and by the grace of God we believe that.
 
It is God’s forgiveness that causes us to change.  It is his love and acceptance that is the driving force in our lives as we strive to live according to his law.  Recently I was talking to someone that I had instructed in God’s Word.  This person said to me,  “Pastor Werner, I used to be a very anxious person.  I was always worried and concerned.  I was concerned about acquiring enough money so that I would feel safe and secure.  Since I’ve become a Christian, I have realized that doesn’t matter.  God is going to take care of me and what I need in this life.  And I have the greatest treasure of all. I have eternal life with God in heaven waiting for me.  How did he come to that conclusion?  By my telling him that he should stop worrying and it was a sin to be greedy and wanting to accumulate wealth?  No!  It came from my assuring him that God loved him and had forgiven him and would take care of all of his needs.  It came from his regular reading of his Bible and being in the Word of God.
 
People of God, God loves each of us dearly.  He has proven that by giving us his only Son.  We love each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.  And we love all people because our God loves all and freely has forgiven all the people of this world.
                                                                                                              Amen. 

