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ONCE OR TWICE IS NOT ENOUGH!    John 21:1-14

“How many times do I have to tell you?”  “Do I have to show you that again?”

When you learned the alphabet did someone just recite it to you once and

say, “That’s the alphabet.  Now that you’ve heard it once you should be able

to remember it.  And now you can take up a book and read it.  I can give you

a pencil and you can write what I tell you.”  That’s not how it works.  We

heard and recited that alphabet over and over for months and years.  We then

were taught how to read various words and sound out words when we saw them.

We than were painstakingly taught how to form the letters so that we could

write words and then sentences, paragraphs and pages.  It didn’t happen all

at once.  It required repetition.  Once or twice was not enough.  We needed

continual repetition and reminding.  That went for learning and using the

alphabet.  It is also true in most of the things that you and I learn.  If

we do it once or twice, we will probably never get it or be able to use it.

We need to do it over and over again.  Riding a bicycle.  Driving a car.

Operating a piece of machinery.  Putting together a circuit board.  You name

it and it requires a lot of experience to become good at something.

The Word of God before us today tells us that Jesus wasn’t content with

appearing to his disciples just once or twice.  In fact, this event was the

third time that the risen Lord had appeared to a larger group of his

disciples.  The first time was Easter night in the upper room when the

disciples had gathered together but Thomas was not with them.  The next time

was one week later on the following Sunday night when Thomas was with the

disciples.  And now we are back up north in Galilee some time later after

the week after Easter.  Seven of Jesus’ disciples are at the Sea of Galilee.

Peter decides to go fishing and the six other disciples go with him.  They

fished all night but didn’t catch anything.  Early the next morning Jesus

appeared to them on the shore while they were out in their boat.  As we look

at the events that occurred we are reminded that ONCE OR TWICE IS NOT

ENOUGH.  I) The Lord Continues To Come To Us and II) The Lord Daily Speaks

To Us

THE LORD CONTINUES TO COME TO US

Jesus had appeared to his disciples.  He had let them touch him.  He had

eaten with them to prove that he was not a ghost.  Isn’t that enough?  No!

We humans have short memories.  Especially we Americans, we are not big on

history.  We are more concerned about the here and now.  We don’t pay that

much attention to the past and what has happened, what has been done and

said.  It’s the here and now that grabs us and even that not for long and we

are on to something else.  But that is not just peculiar to us.  We find

that same problem with the children of Israel.  Remember when God parted the

Red Sea and delivered his two million people from the army and chariots of

the King of Egypt?  Well within three days after that great deliverance when

they couldn’t find any decent water to drink they grumbled against Moses for

bringing them out of their slavery into the wilderness to die of thirst.

God miraculously provided water for them.  Within 43 days after that miracle

they could not find any food and again they turned on Moses.  God, of course

provided manna and later quail for them.  How short were their memories.

But the Lord continued to come to them.

We see the Lord come again to his disciples on the Sea of Tiberias or

Galilee.  The disciples had been here once before about three years earlier.

Jesus had been in the boat of Simon Peter at that time and had been teaching

a great crowd of people.  After he had finished his teaching, he told Peter

to go out into the deep water and let down his nets for a catch.  Peter’s

reaction was we fished all night and have caught nothing, you think we can

catch something during the day in the middle of the lake?  Yet because Jesus

said so they put their boats out into the deeper part of the lake and they

caught so many fish their boats began to sink.  When they got to shore,

Jesus called them to follow him and catch people.  Now a similar situation

happens and Jesus comes to his disciples again.  He has a mission for them.

He wants them to be his fishermen in the entire world.  But didn’t he tell

them once before?  Hadn’t he sent them out before?  Wasn’t that enough?

Does he have to do it again?  Yes he does.  Once or twice is not enough and

our Lord knows that.  That is why he comes to those disciples again and he

will do it again 40 days after his resurrection when he tells these

followers, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8b)

Jesus impresses upon them that he is with them and he will bless them.

Jesus continues to come to you and me in his Word and Sacraments.  He

reminds us that he is alive and he is with us.  Everyday we need to be

reminded we are not alone.  Time and time again Jesus blesses us just as he

blessed Peter and the disciples with that catch of 153 fish.  But Peter and

those disciples saw the risen Lord.  We don’t see him.  But we do.  In the

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper we not only see him, we actually receive his

real body and blood in with and under the bread and wine for our forgiveness

and strength.  We take him into our body and he is united with us.

Not just once or twice but over and over again our risen Savior says to you

and me, “Don’t be afraid.”  Why not?  Because as the Bible says, “Fear has

to do with punishment.”  (1 John 4:18b) The triumphant and living Savior has

removed eternal punishment from us.  Well, now that I’ve told you that once.

That’s enough right?  Wrong!  We may hear over and over that we don’t have

to be afraid.  But when we are told by our doctor that we have some strange

mass in our body or there is something wrong that they don’t know what it

is, don’t we immediately become afraid and think that God is punishing me

for something?  Or when a loved one or we are facing death don’t we have all

kinds of fears and worries?  That’s why we need Jesus coming to us regularly

and daily.  We need him just as those disciples needed him during those

changing and uncertain times right after his resurrection.  Our risen Savior

does not leave us alone he continually comes to us and he daily speaks to us

in his Word.

THE LORD DAILY SPEAKS TO US

When Jesus appeared on that shore early that morning after the disciples had

been fishing all night, they did not recognize him.  Jesus called out to

them, they were about 100 yards off shore, “Boys, you haven’t caught any

fish have you?”  Of course he knew the answer.  They called back, “No.”  So

Jesus said to them, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you

will find some.”  (v. 6) Now why on earth would throwing your net on the

other side of the boat cause you to catch any fish?  If you have fished all

night and caught nothing it shouldn’t make any difference which side of the

boat you throw your net off of.  Did you notice something?  These men don’t

question.  They listen to Jesus’ instructions and they follow them.  That’s

not what they did three years earlier.  At that time Simon Peter challenged

Jesus’ command, although he finally did what Jesus told him to do.  Now

there is not a question at all.  They obediently and without question follow

this man’s instruction.  The results are spectacular.  Suddenly they have so

many fish that they cannot haul the net into the boat.

It was then that the disciple whom Jesus loved, the apostle John, recognizes

who that man on the beach is.  He says to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” (v. 7b)

Peter ties his outer garment around himself and jumps into the water and

swims for shore.  The other disciples follow in the boat.  When they get to

shore Peter notices a charcoal fire with bread and some fish being cooked.

Jesus says to Peter to bring some of the fish he has caught.  Peter and the

other disciples pull the net up on the ground and they count 153 fish.  John

makes the comment that even though there were so many large fish the net had

not broken.  The Lord then invites them to come and have breakfast.  He

serves them the bread and fish that he has prepared.  The Lord takes care of

their physical needs after a long night of unsuccessful fishing.  The

disciples did not dare ask who he was for they knew that this was their Lord

and Savior Jesus.

There is much for us to learn from this incident.  Just as Jesus came and

spoke to the disciples that morning at the Sea of Galilee, he also comes and

speaks to us.  He does that through his Word the Bible.  We have his Word in

our homes.  We have it here in our church.  We need to listen to him speak.

We may not always like what he says.  We may not always believe what he

says.  We may question and doubt what he says just as our Lord’s disciples

did during the time that they were with him.  But we need to continually

listen.

After listening to him it is important that we follow his instructions.

Notice how quickly and without questioning the disciples followed Jesus’

command to throw the net off the right side of the boat.  Three years

earlier that was not their response.  Peter questioned Jesus and said, “For

what purpose?  We’ve fished all night  and caught nothing.”  But now there

was more trust and obedience to the Lord’s instructions.  Why the change?

They had spent more and more time with Jesus.  They had observed. They had

listened.  They had seen what the Lord could and did do.  Many will say, “If

I can’t see it, then I don’t believe it.”  Too often our eyes fail to see

God’s working and activity in our lives and in the world around us.  Too

often we want to see things happen the way we want them rather than

acknowledging that the Lord God is in control and we aren’t.  Jesus says to

us, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will

know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  (John 8:31b-32)    John

later writes, “This is love for God:  to obey his commands.  And his

commands are not burdensome.”  (1 John 5:3)

And you know something.  Things go better.  God does bless us.  Look what

happened to the disciples in that boat.  They caught 153 fish.  The Lord

blessed their obedience beyond their wildest expectations.  Often people

wander why their lives are such a mess.  Look at what the risen Lord says

and then compare that with the choices you have made.  And lo and behold,

you often find that the choices and decisions that you made were not always

in accord with God’s will.  We didn’t turn and listen to Jesus.  We ran off

and did it our way and then we wander why things are such a mess.  Thank the

Lord that he does forgive us and help us through the messes that we have

made.  But if we would have listened first and followed his commands, we may

not have had the heartache that we experienced.

These are words that you and I need to hear again and again.  For we are

just like the children of Israel in the wilderness.  We are just like those

disciples after the resurrection of Jesus from the grave.  We need to hear

this good news not just once or twice but over and over.  For our living

Savior loves us and forgives us.  Our risen Savior is always there for us to

guide, help and direct us.

Amen.
