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FROM TEARS OF SORROW TO CRIES OF JOY!    JOHN 20:10-18

As they were sitting at the table, the woman said to her pastor, “It must be

hard.”  She said that after the burial of her son who had died suddenly and

unexpectedly of a heart attack.  The pastor’s eyes welled with tears as he

said, “Yes, the longer you are here and the better you know the people of

your congregation, the harder it becomes to watch them suffer and die,”

“But”, she said, “you make us feel so good and comfort us in such sorrowful

times.”  The pastor thought about her comments and realized that it is only

because of the events of that first Easter that happened over 1,970 years

ago that any hope could be given in a time of death and sorrow.

Today we are celebrating the greatest event that has happened in the history

of the human race.  The final enemy that each of us will face one day has

been defeated and lost its power and sting.  As the Apostle Paul cried out,

“Where, O death is your victory?  Where, O death is your sting?  The sting

of death is sin and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (1 Corinthians

15:55-57)

As you and I watch a woman filled with sorrow and grief encounter the living

Lord Jesus, we see this happen FROM TEARS OF SORROW TO CRIES OF JOY!  Mary

Magdalene reminds all of us that I) Life Is Filled With Sorrow.  Yet as we

join her in that garden early Sunday morning we are reminded of this truth

that no one can steal from us, II) Jesus Fills Us With Joy.

LIFE IS FILLED WITH SORROW

As we consider what Mary Magdalene has experienced during the previous week

to her coming to this burial place, we learn that what you expect is not

always what you get or what happens.  Just one week prior to Mary standing

here before an empty tomb she had watched Jesus enter Jerusalem hailed as

the King of the Jews.  She watched children sing loud hosannas and throw

palm branches and clothes on the path before Jesus as he came riding into

Jerusalem on a donkey.  As the week progressed Jesus would come to the

temple to teach the many people who had come for the festival of the

Passover.  Then on Thursday night everything was turned upside down.  Jesus’

enemies got a hold of him.  They held a kangaroo court and condemned him to

death.  They forced the Roman governor to do their wishes and execute Jesus.

Mary had stood at the foot of the cross and watched her friend and Lord

suffer and die.  There was nothing she could do but stand helplessly there

and cry. She was there when Joseph of Arimathea got the body of Jesus and

buried him in his own empty tomb.  What a helpless and hopeless feeling.

What sorrow and grief.  You watch someone die and know I can do nothing to

stop this from happening.

Every one of us goes through this in one way or another.  If you have lost a

loved one to death, you know the sorrow and grief you experience.  You go

through the anger with God and with the person for leaving you.  You may

blame yourself for not doing enough, for not recognizing the symptoms and

encouraging your loved one to seek medical attention.  You may blame the

doctors, God or yourself for what happened.  We often don’t expect someone

to die so suddenly and unexpectedly.  Even when a person has been told that

he or she has a terminal disease, we often live in denial and act as if the

person is not dying.  We don’t talk about it.  We think, “If we ignore it,

it will go away.”  But it doesn’t go away.

None of us like to say good-by for good.  It hurts.  It is extremely

painful.  We don’t like changes.  We want everything to go on like it always

has.  But the reality of life is that nothing remains the same.  Everything

is continually changing.  This is the result of sin.  If we lived in a

perfect world, we wouldn’t have to deal with death.  We wouldn’t be filled

with tears and sorrow.  But the reality is that we all deal with sorrow in

our lives.  We suddenly and unexpectedly lose our job.  The company

downsizes and we are without the security of the job that we expected to

have until we retired.  We may become disabled and have some illness that

slows us down and changes our lifestyle.  That is not pleasant.  We don’t

jump for joy and laugh and celebrate.

Sorrow also causes us to miss things that may be happening around us.  We

see that for Mary Magdalene.  She is so upset that not only has Jesus been

killed, but also now when she came to the grave to finish Jesus’ burial, the

body is missing.  She’s standing outside the empty grave crying and weeping.

When she bends down to look inside the empty tomb, she sees two angels

dressed in white, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of where

Jesus’ body had been laid.  Mary is so overcome by sorrow that she doesn’t

ask these men, “Who are you?  What are you doing here?  Where did you come

from?”  Rather the angels question her as to why she is crying.  She tells

them that her Lord’s body is missing and she doesn’t know where it has been

taken.  Just then Jesus is standing behind her.  She turns around and doesn’

t even recognize him.  Either she was so distraught and her eyes so filled

with tears or our Lord had withheld the knowledge of who he was from her.

Jesus did that later that evening to the two disciples on the road to

Emmaus.   He too asks her why she is crying and who she is looking for.  She

thinks he is the gardener and wonders if he has taken the body and asks him

to tell her where he has laid it so that she can go and get it.

How often in grief and sorrow don’t we too miss what is really happening

around us?  How many people don’t comment that they can’t remember something

that happened shortly after the death of a loved one?   We often are so

overcome by grief that we fail to recognize or realize what is going on

around us. We are so busy focusing on the hurt that we are experiencing that

we fail to realize what the Lord is still doing for us.

Sorrow certainly does affect the lives of all of us.  Yet our sorrow need

not consume us, disable us or destroy our lives.  For Jesus comes to us and

fills us with joy.

JESUS FILLS US WITH JOY

 In the midst of tears and grief, the living Savior enters and changes

everything.  As Mary is talking to the man whom she believes to be the

gardener, suddenly everything is changed.  He calls her my name.  He says,

“Mary”.  She realizes who this man is.  It’s her Lord.  It’s Jesus and he is

alive.  From her tears of sorrow comes a cry of joy, “Rabboni”.  This word

is Aramaic and means, Teacher.  She knows who this is.  This is no strange

gardener.  This is her Lord.  The one she has known.  The one she watched

suffer and die.  He is alive and well.  Mary is overcome with joy.  Death

did not remove her Lord from her forever.  The grave did not have the power

to keep him separated from her.  He’s back with her and she is thrilled.

In our sorrow and loss, the Lord comes to us and he calls us by name.  As he

says through the pen of the prophet Isaiah, “Fear not, for I have redeemed

you.  I have called you my name; you are mine.”  (Isaiah 43:1b)  The living

Savior has called us to be his followers.  He has personally come to us and

called us to be his children through the sacrament of holy baptism.  He has

promised always to be with us and to work all things in our lives for our

eternal good.  Who are we?  We are children of the living God.  We are

saints who have been bought with the blood of the Living Lord Jesus.  We are

followers of the living Savior who are never alone in this world.  For our

Savior Jesus is always with us.

Mary’s response to Jesus was understandable.  She grabbed on to him and hung

on for dear life.  Wouldn’t you too?  If your deceased grandparents,

parents, spouse or child suddenly appeared before you alive and well, you

would do the same thing that Mary did.  However, things had changed.  Jesus

said to her not to cling on to him.  He is not going to be with her in the

same way that he had been for the past several years.  Soon he would ascend

to his Father and our Father and to his God and our God.  He would still be

with Mary always and one day she would be with him in his heavenly home.

But he would no longer walk the streets of Jerusalem and the paths of Judea

and Galilee.  That part of his life was over.  Now Jesus would rule and

guide the affairs of his people as the exalted and triumphant living Savior.

God would exalt him to a place above all so that at the name of Jesus every

knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the

glory of God the Father.

But there is still work to do.  Jesus says to Mary, “Go instead to my

brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my

God and your God.” (v. 17) John tells us that Mary was so excited that she

went to the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!”  (v. 18b) This

is the work that you and I have the joy and privilege of telling to others.

Jesus is alive.  We have seen him.  We see him with the eyes of faith.  This

good news makes all the difference in our lives now.

Because Jesus is alive, we face life with joy and peace.  The anger of God

against us has been removed.  Jesus has won for us forgiveness, pardon and

eternal life.  Just as the seven POWs who were rescued last Sunday were

filled with joy in knowing that they would not be tortured nor executed by

their Iraqi captors, so we are filled with joy because we know that God is

not going to torture nor execute us for our sins.  He did that to Jesus so

we might be set free.  Jesus’ resurrection from the grave assures us that

God accepted what Jesus did for us.  By raising his son to life he was

putting his stamp of paid in full on the debt we had owed.  We have been

released from all debt.  We are free.

The resurrection of Jesus assures us also that we live in hope.  Every time

in sorrow when we lay a loved one in the grave, we put that body there with

the certain hope that we will see that person body and soul alive and well

again on the last day at the great resurrection of all the dead.  As Jesus

said, “Because I live, you also will live.”  (John 14:19b)  As Mary was

filled with joy to see her Lord and Savior Jesus, we will be filled with joy

and excitement on the Last Day to see all our loved ones who died in Christ

alive and well.  For their bodies will be raised from the grave.

Knowing Jesus Christ certainly does make a difference in our lives.  In

world filled with sorrow and grief, we don’t grieve like others who have no

hope.  For we know that Jesus lives and so shall we.

Amen.

