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GOD HAS CREATED A NEW ME!   Psalm 51:7-13

Do you like yourself?  Are you satisfied with the way you are?  Do you

approve of every thought you have, of every word that has come out of your

mouth, of everything you have ever done in your life?  Do you regret not

having done certain things you know you should have done?   I would venture

to say that most of us can find certain things in our lives that we are not

happy with. King David the writer of Psalm 51 had many reasons to be

uncomfortable with himself.  He had committed adultery.  He had gotten a

married woman pregnant.  He had seen to the murder of that woman’s husband

in order to cover up the sin he had committed. He covered all this up and

tried to handle it by himself.  But God kept reaching out to him.  God did

not write David off as a hopeless case.  Just as God has not written any of

us off.  God sent his prophet Nathan to confront David with his sin and to

announce to David God’s pardon and acceptance.  David was changed.  This

fallen king who had been restored and renewed by God openly admitted his

rebellion and disobedience and he rejoiced in what God had done for him.

David wrote Psalm 51 for the people of Israel to sing at their worship and

for generations of believers to continue to read and consider.  In fact,

David begins this song with these words of introduction, “A psalm of David.

When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with

Bathsheba.”  (Preface to Psalm 51)  How many national leaders would openly

admit such a sin and then write it down so that it could be read for all

time?  How many of us would openly admit this or any other secret sin so

that everyone would know what we had done and always remember it?  David

did.  The comforting news that David shares with us is that GOD HAS CREATED

A NEW ME!  As we examine this incident in the life of David we want to

consider I) What’s Wrong With The Old Me?  Then we need to hear and rejoice

in II) What Is Right With The New Me.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE OLD ME?

As we enter another Lenten season it is good for each of us to examine

ourselves and be reminded why Jesus Christ came to this earth.  Jesus had a

mission to fulfill.  This mission was necessary because there is something

wrong with every one of us.  David speaks about it in this psalm.  We are

dirty and there is no way that you and I can clean ourselves up.  No matter

how hard we try, it is impossible to remove the dirt and grime that we have

all over our bodies.  No matter what we do we cannot remove the guilt and

shame that we experience.  That guilt can be debilitating.  It can destroy

our physical health.  It ruins our spiritual health and relationship with

our God.

David vividly paints the picture for us in the words of this song.  The

incident is David having an affair with a married woman and getting her

pregnant.  Then David attempts to cover up that sin by having the woman’s

husband killed.  He then tries to make all look good as he marries the

grieving widow who is expecting a child.  It appears to all that their king

is doing a wonderful and kind thing for this woman.  But God knew

differently and so did David.  David speaks about the need for being cleaned

up.  He felt dirty.  Physically he was ill over what he had done.  In fact

he speaks about his bones being crushed.  He cries out about his sin and the

guilt that is just eating him up.  No matter what David may have tried to do

it didn’t work.  The guilt was still there.  The shame and pain had not been

erased.  There was nothing David could do to erase what he had done.  There

was no way he could find peace and comfort.

You and I are in the same boat.  The old us is corrupt.  As David says

earlier in this psalm, “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time

my mother conceived me.”  (Psalm 51:5)  No one ever had to teach any of us

how to do wrong.  No one ever schooled us in how to hold grudges and seek to

get even when someone hurt us.  We know that all too well.  No one taught us

how to destroy another person by our gossip and slander we know that. We

were not taught to be discontented and dissatisfied with our situation in

life.  We were born with that basic evil nature and it shows itself daily in

the thoughts that race through our minds, the words that cross our lips and

the things that we do.

It would be terrible to go through life this way.  David laments what it is

like, but the good news is that God has created a new me.

WHAT IS RIGHT WITH THE NEW ME

David begins with confidence as he writes, “You will cleanse me with hyssop

and I will be clean.  You will wash me and I will be whiter than snow.”  (v.

7) Hyssop was a plant that was used in the Old Testament and dipped in water

or blood and then used to sprinkle on people for cleansing of their sins.

God has made us clean.  He has cleansed us with blood of Jesus Christ.  In

fact, we are so pure and clean that we are whiter than snow in the eyes of

God.

David then goes on with the certainty that “You will cause me to hear joy

and gladness and the bones you have crushed will rejoice.”  (v.8) What

causes joy and gladness in David’s heart and mends him physically?  This

announcement from God, “The Lord has taken away your sin.  You are not going

to die.”  (2 Samuel 12:13b)  David is thrilled.  God has removed his sin

from him.  He will not die.  He will not be eternally punished for his

rebellion and disobedience.

After expressing that confidence we now hear David plead, “Hide your face

from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.” (v.9) Didn’t David just express

the joy of knowing that God has forgiven him?  He certainly did.  But what

did David find in his life.  Even though he was forgiven, yet he recognized

that daily he still sinned.  It’s the same as the Apostle once wrote, “For

what I do is not the good I want to do; no the evil I do not want to do –

this I keep on doing.”  (Romans 7:19)  Just as you and I daily ask for God’s

forgiveness when we pray, “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin

against us.” We ask God to put our sins out of his sight, to hide his face

from them.  That is something that we can’t do, but our God can and he does.

King David then asks God to create a pure heart in him and renew a steadfast

spirit within him. (v. 10) We can’t change our hearts and spirits, but God

can and does.  He creates a new me.  He creates new attitudes, thoughts and

desires in our hearts.  David then pleads with God not to cast him away or

take his Holy Spirit from David. (v. 11)  David is asking God that he never

allow him to harden his heart so that the Holy Spirit is removed from him

and he is lost forever.  Finally David asks the Lord to restore to him the

joy of his salvation and give him a willingly spirit. (v.12) What is that

joy?  It is the joy and peace of knowing that I am forgiven and heaven is

mine.  The willing spirit is one that delights in serving and following the

Lord.  This willingness comes as a result of our pardon and acceptance from

the Lord.

This new me now has a mission.  David says to the Lord, “Then I will teach

transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you.” (v. 13) David

wants to tell others of the wonderful pardon that God freely gives.  This is

your mission and mine in Lent and every day of our lives to tell of the

wondrous works of our God.  This is awesome.  When we begin to recognize

what terrible shape our old self is in and then see the amazing love and

grace of God and the new self he has created in us, you can’t keep quiet.

You want to shout it from the mountaintops.  God loves you.  God has removed

all your sins from you and totally forgotten them.  We are clean and we

filled with joy.  For we have heard the best news we will ever hear in our

lives.

Amen.

