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WE ARE GOD’S CHILDREN   1 John 2:28-3:5

Wouldn’t you like to know what the future holds for you?  Writers of horoscopes, fortunetellers, psychics and others make money off of those who would like to know what the future has in store for them.  Many are afraid of the future.  If you can remember the first day that you started school, it may not have been an exciting event for you, but one of fear and uncertainty.  When you began a new job, the first day was probably one of nervousness and not knowing what you could expect.  The same thing happens when we get married or have our first child.  You don’t know the person you are marrying that well, your new child does not come with an instruction manual.  Life is full of unknowns and uncertainties.  But for us who have been brought by the power of God to trust in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, there are things that we know and are certain of and God’s wants us to be sure.  Today as we begin the first Sunday of the 2003-04 church year the Apostle John tells us that WE ARE GOD’S CHILDREN.  John reminds us that I) We Know Who We Are; II) We Know What We Can Expect and III) We Know What We Are Doing.

WE KNOW WHO WE ARE

When you have a small child, you spend a lot of time teaching that child what his or her name is.  First you teach them to say, “Momma” and “Dada”.  Then you proceed to teach them their own name.  God tells us who we are.  He says, “You are the children of God.”  As John writes, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called the children of God!  And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1)

When you and I first were born into this world, we would not have been able to call ourselves God’s children.  In fact, God says that we were fools, disobedient, rebellious and slaves.  But God lavished his love on us.  God adopted us as members of his family.  God showered his love on us and called us his children and changed our lives.  He forgave us and he gave us the faith to believe that.  He did it through the power of his almighty Word.  That Word which made this universe and everything in it also made us the children of God.  The Apostle Paul writes, “You are all the sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” (Galatians 3:26-27)

Isn’t it great to know who you are?  But how do we know that we really believe and can claim to be children of God?  Our faith is invisible.  Our forgiveness can’t be seen.  Our relationship with God is also invisible.  But our lives are not invisible.  Our works are evidence of the faith that God has given to us.  John points that out.  He writes, “If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.” (1 John 2:29)  Faith is not something that is out there all by itself.  It is joined together with our lives.  James tells us, “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action is dead.”  (James 2:17)

So, who are we?  We are the children of God.  We are members of God’s family.  We have been adopted into this holy family through the work of God in our lives. We have been given the gift of faith in Jesus as our Savior and Lord.  That faith is evident by the lives that we now live.

WE KNOW WHAT WE CAN EXPECT

Another important question that we have to deal with in our lives is what can I expect in my future?  What can I expect when my life comes to an end?  We know what we can expect.  Listen to John’s words, “Dear friends, now we are the children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.  But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” (1 John 3:2)  We know that the end of our lives is getting closer every day.  We also know that there is a day appointed when Jesus will return to this earth just as he left it.  He will then judge all the living and the dead.  What can you and I expect on that day?  John says, “we shall be like him.” (1 John 3:2c)  We will be holy and perfect just as Jesus is right now.  Paul puts it this way, “Our citizenship is in heaven and we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” (Philippians 3:20-21)

Isn’t it great to know that you don’t have to be terrified of the judgment or of the day of your death?  For we know what we can expect.  We will receive a crown of glory won for us by our Savior Jesus.  We need to be reminded of this over and over again.  Because the devil, our own evil nature and the unbelieving world want to rob us of this confidence and peace.  Several of the men from our congregation who died recently after battling with cancer, were looking forward to their end and they knew where they would be.  That is why they prayed that the Lord would finally release them and take them home.  They knew what they could expect.  For God had revealed this to them in his Word and by God’s grace they trusted and relied on God’s promises to them.  When you know what you can expect at the end of your life, it isn’t as frightening and upsetting.  When you hear people talk about standing before the judgment seat of God and being judged, it isn’t so terrifying when you know beforehand what the verdict is going to be.  For Jesus has already told us, “whoever believes in me is not condemned.” (John 3:18a)

When you know what to expect, it removes the fear and uncertainty that we all have when changes happen in our lives.

WE KNOW WHAT WE ARE DOING

When you know who you are and you know where you are going, that certainly is a great help as you live your life in this world.  John speaks about our lives here on this earth and what we are doing.

He writes, “And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.” (1 John 2:28)  As we live here we work to remain in Jesus.  What does it mean to remain in Jesus?  It means to remain close to him and his Word.  It means working at a strong and lasting relationship with our Lord.  Is that easy?  Not at all.  We live in a time when we get bored real easy.  We want things to be continually changing and ever more exciting and stimulating.  Then there are those who want us to doubt God’s promises and question if God really does love us; is there such a place as heaven; is Jesus really the only way to eternal life?  The questions are endless.  We need to faithfully read and meditate on God’s Word.   We need to gather with fellow believers so that we continue in him.  What’s the outcome?  Our faith will be stronger and we will be confident and unashamed as we face our Savior and Judge.  Recently I spoke with someone who has been a member of our church all her life.  She attended our Christian school and said she always knew that Jesus was her Savior.  However, she did not think that going to church was that important a priority in her life.  Because of some things that have happened in her life, she has starting coming to services regularly and she told me, “I now know what you meant when you said a few weeks ago that a man you were instructing said he had a wonderful peace.  I’ve found that peace too as I make more and more use of God’s Word.”

As we continue to remain close to Jesus we also strive to live better and better lives.  As John writes, “Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.” (1 John 3:3)  It is our goal to live lives that reflect our love and thankfulness to the Lord for the amazing love that he has lavished on us.  As the apostle Paul wrote, “Not that I have already obtained all this or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” (Philippians 3:12)

So we know what we are doing in this life.  We are striving to remain in a close relationship with our Savior Jesus and working to correct and change our lives so that they reflect what we profess and believe.

However, we also know that we are not yet perfect nor will we attain complete perfection in this world.  As John concludes, “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.” (1 John 3:4)  We sin.  We break the law.  We know that we are also doing this as we strive to purify and correct our lives. But we also know that God has taken away our sins.  As John writes, “But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins.  And in him is no sin.” (1 John 3:5)  How could Jesus take away our sin?  He had no sin in himself.  He was sinless.  As a result he was able to take our lawlessness upon himself and remove it from us as far as the east is from the west.  It is comforting to know that God has totally removed and forgotten all of our disobedience, all the filthy words that have crossed our lips; all the hateful thoughts we have had toward others, all the discontent and greed that fill our hearts.  It’s all gone.  Jesus took it away.

We are the children of God!  We know that as a fact.  Because we did not make ourselves God’s children, God did that for us.  We know what we can expect on judgment day and on the day of our death.  We will be like him and see him face to face.  Again that is because of what God has promised us.  We also understand what we are doing in this world.  We are here striving to live for our Savior, spread his good news to others and finish the race in faith. We know that it is he who keeps us in the faith.  He does that as we make use of his Word and Sacraments. Isn’t it great to know?  You aren’t left out in the dark wondering and uncertain about who you are or where you are heading.  Rejoice that we are the children of God and we will be with our Lord, be like him and see him forever.

                                                                                                                                      Amen.

