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MAY OUR EYES BE OPEN       2 Kings 6:8-17

Blindness is a terrible thing.  Just talk to anyone who has lost their sight or is losing their sight.  It is not an easy thing.  I visit shut-ins who tell me that they can see my form, but they cannot see any of my features.  Some of them still live alone.  It is very difficult for them to prepare meals, to dress themselves, to keep their homes neat and clean.  It can be very frustrating and also frightening.

Not only is physical blindness a frightening and unnerving experience but so also is being blind to the promises and protection of our God.  Today as we observe the festival of St. Michael and All Angels, we have before us an example of such blindness.  As we consider the situation that the prophet Elisha found himself in and the reaction of Elisha’s servant, we pray that OUR EYES MAY BE OPEN.  I) We Often Don’t Know Or We Forget The Promises Of Our God.  We can be thankful that our heavenly Father is patient with every one of us and continues to come to us through his Word and Sacrament to assure us II) We Don’t Have To Be Afraid.

WE OFTEN DON’T KNOW OR WE FORGET THE PROMISES OF OUR GOD

As human beings we often have short memories.  As you read the history of the people of God in the Old Testament and observe the actions of the apostles during the life of Jesus and after his ascension, sometimes you marvel at how short these people’s memories were.  But then look at us and consider events in your own personal life.  The Lord takes care of you and protects you for years and you take it for granted.  Then out of the blue your life is thrown into turmoil.  It could be an unexpected illness, the death of a loved one, the loss of your job or some other tragedy and we forget.  God has taken care of us this far and he will take care of us.  He has promised us that and he never breaks a promise that he makes to his children.  We also often forget that God has his holy angels that watch over and protect us on our journey to be with him and all the saints and angels in heaven.

The events of our reading took place between 850 and 840 years before the birth of Jesus.  They happened in the northern kingdom of Israel.  It was a time when there was hostility and border clashes with the country of Aram, (modern day Syria).  The king of Syria would send his troops into Israel to attack and plunder.  However, every time he would enter Israel, the man of God, the prophet Elisha would warn King Joram of Israel where the Syrian forces were.  The king of Syria was frustrated.  He assumed that there was a traitor in his midst.  So he called his generals together and said, “Will you not tell me which one of us is on the side of the King of Israel?”  (v. 11b) The king of Syria’s generals knew what was happening.  They told him, “None of us, my lord the king, but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the King of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.”  (v. 12) So the King of Syria decides he has to put an end to this and to this prophet Elisha.  He sent spies into Israel to find out where Elisha was.  They reported back that Elisha was in the city of Dothan.    Dothan was about eleven miles north of Samaria, the capital of Israel where the royal palace was located for the King of Israel.  The Syrian king sent a strong force with chariots and horses and surrounded the city at night.  Early the next morning when Elisha’s servant got up and he looked out he saw the city of Dothan surrounded by a great army with horses and chariots.  He was terrified.  He cries out to the prophet, “Oh, my lord, what shall we do?”  (v. 15c) A typical response isn’t it?

How often don’t you and I react in the same manner when something unexpected strikes us?  What are we going to do?  Notice where the attention is focused?  What are we going to do?  We assume that we have to handle this.  We have to solve the problem.  We have to protect ourselves and make everything right.  We forget like Elisha’s servant did that our lives and times are in God’s hands.  We forget that the Lord our God is in control, we aren’t.  And we forget the promises that God has made to us his children.  We forget or don’t know the promise of God, “For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.” (Psalm 91:11) and the words of Jesus, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:20b)  Thank the Lord that he is patient with us and continues to remind us and to teach us through his Word and the experiences we have in life that we never have to be afraid.  The prophet Elisha understood this clearly.  Look at how he helped his servant to overcome the fear that had destroyed his peace and calm.

WE DON’T HAVE TO BE AFRAID

Elisha does not panic with his servant and scream, “Oh, no.  It’s all over for us.  We’re lost.  This is the end.”  The prophet calmly says to his servant, “Don’t be afraid.”  (v. 16a) As parents we may say that to our children too.  But are we just trying to allay their fears while we are sweating and just as terrified but we don’t want our children to see our fear and uncertainty?  That was not the case for Elisha.  He knew that he had no reason to be afraid.  Listen to what he says, “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  (v. 16b) Elisha was certain that there were more on his side protecting him than there were against him in the army of Syria.  How could he be so sure?  There was a great and mighty army that he could clearly see.  These men were intent on capturing Elisha and taking him back to the king of Syria and ending his work for the Lord.  Why was Elisha so calm in the face of such disaster?  Elisha knew that there were more on his side.  But where were they?  Elisha’s servant hadn’t seen any help.  Through the eyes of faith Elisha saw the angelic forces that were protecting him.  He then prays to the Lord to open the eyes of his servant.  He prays, “O LORD, open his eyes so he may see.”  (17a) God immediately answered Elisha’s prayer and we are told that the servant looked and “saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” (v. 17b) This was the angel host that God had sent to protect his prophet.  And God delivered Elisha from the Syrian army so that he could continue the work that Lord had given him to do in Israel.

The angels of God also watch over us.  What a comfort to know that God has created spirit beings to protect and watch over us, his children, in this world.  The poet Hans Brorson in his hymn, “I Walk In Danger All The Way” writes (v. 4) “I walk with angels all the way; they shield me and befriend me.  All Satan’s pow’r is held at bay when heav’nly hosts attend me.  They are my sure defense; all fear and sorrow hence!  Unharmed by foes, do what they may, I walk with angels all the way.”  (CW #431 v. 4)  Many of us can probably recount events in our own lives where you cannot logically explain how you were spared some tragedy except for the fact that God’s angels were watching over and protecting you.  Billy Graham in his book, “Angels.  Angels Angels ” writes of an incident, which happened to missionaries on a South Pacific island, which was inhabited by cannibals.  The tribe had surrounded the mission compound intent on killing and eating all the missionaries and their families.  The mission families prayed through the night.  The next morning the cannibals were gone.  Several years later the good news of Jesus and his love and forgiveness had converted this tribe to the Christian faith.  One of the missionaries remembering that event months before asked the chief of the tribe why they hadn’t attacked the mission compound that night.  The chief replied, “All those soldiers with shiny armor and spears that surrounded your camp and were on the roofs of your house frightened us away.”  The missionary knew that they did not have a platoon of soldiers.  This was the angel army of God protecting his people.

Like Elisha’s servant our eyes are often closed to the promises of God.  May God open them so that we may see through the eyes of faith that we never have reason to be afraid because the angels of God are always watching over us.

                                                                            Amen.

Who are the angels?

Colossians 1:16
For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him---------------------------
Hebrews 1:7
And of the angels He says, "WHO MAKES HIS ANGELS WINDS, 
AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE."

Hebrews 1:14
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

What kinds of angels are there?

Genesis 3:24
So He drove the man out; and at the east of the Garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword, which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.

Exodus 25:17-20

"Make an atonement cover [of pure gold-two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends.  The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover.
Isaiah 6:1
In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.
Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, 
the whole earth is full of His glory."

Jude 1:9
But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!”

What Role Have The Angels Played In our Deliverance by God?

Luke 1:26-38

	Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.
And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.” And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.” He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.” And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month.” For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.


	Luke 2:9-14
And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. "This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased."



Matthew 28

5The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 

Matthew 28

5The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 

Matthew 28:5-7
The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. "He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying.
"Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you." 


Matthew 28

5The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 


Acts 1:10-11
And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."

Matthew 25:31
"But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.

The Role the Angels Play in our Personal Lives

Luke 15:10
"In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

Luke 16:22
"Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried.

Mark 13:26-27
"Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and glory. "And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of heaven.

