LOOK AT WHAT GOD CAN DO     Genesis 12:1-3

Second Midweek Advent Service  December 11, 2002

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church – Watertown, WI

Many people are into genealogy.  They are interested in knowing their roots.  Where they came from.  Who were their ancestors?  What did their ancestors do for a living?  When you know your roots and background it tells you a lot about who you are.  Today when you sit down with your physician for a physical, you are questioned about your family and its medical background.  Do you have a family history of cancer or heart disease and so on?  This helps the doctor to better understand you and how to look for any ailments that might occur.

During the season of Advent this year we are looking at who is this Jesus Christ?  Where did he come from?  Who are his ancestors?  What did they do?  Last week we heard about the fact that this Jesus is a descendant of Eve, the first woman that God made.  Today we look at the group or nation of people from whom the Savior came.  As we listen to the Lord’s word to a man named Abram we are amazed at WHAT GOD CAN DO.  We will consider I) Who God Chose; II) The Promises God Made and III) What God Accomplished.

WHO GOD CHOSE

The man to whom we are introduced in our reading is a descendant of Noah’s son Shem.  He was born about four thousand two hundred years ago in the land of the Chaldeans, modern day Iraq.  When Abram was 70 years old the Lord called Abram’s father Terah and his family to leave and go to a land that the Lord would show him.  Terah got as far as Haran modern day northern Syria.  There he stayed and five years later he died there.  The Lord now comes to Abram at the age of 75 and says to him, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.”  (Genesis 12:1)

God chose a 75-year-old man and his wife who had no children to pack up and leave their family behind and go to a land that the Lord would show them.  Abram took his wife and his nephew Lot and all the possessions and headed off for a land that God would show him.  That’s not easy to do.  Who of us would be willing to pack up what we have and head off not knowing where we were going or what we would find?

Then when you look at what this man later does, you wonder why on earth did God choose him?  When he and those with him end up in Egypt, Abram is afraid that he might be killed because he has such a beautiful wife.  So he tells the Egyptians that his wife Sarai is his sister.  The King of Egypt takes Abram’s wife as one of his wives.  Later when the King of Egypt and his household are afflicted with a serious disease, the king learns that Sarai is Abram’s wife and not his sister.  The King of Egypt was appalled by what Abram had done and sends him out of his country.  Would you choose such a man to be the founder of a great nation and the ancestor of the Savior of the world?  God did.

THE PROMISES GOD MADE

When God called Abram he made seven promises to this 75-year-old man.  Let’s look at those seven promises.  The Lord said, “I will make you into a great nation.” (Genesis 12:2a)  A 75 year-old childless man will become the father of a great nation.  Sure!  Think how ridiculous that sounds today.  In fact, Abraham and Sarah don’t have a child until Abraham was 100 years old and Sarai was 90!

Then the Lord says, “I will bless you.” (Gen 12:2b) God promised Abram that all would go well for him because of the Lord’s gracious working.   The things he undertook would thrive and his endeavors would succeed.

The third promise that God made to Abram, “I will make your name great” (Gen 12:2c) Abram would become a famous person throughout the world. He would become famous because God would make him famous and well known.

Now the Lord says to him, “you will be a blessing” (Gen 12:2d) Abram’s life was to be led in such a way that he would bring blessings to the people with whom he came in contact.

Then the Lord promises Abram, “I will bless those who bless you.” (Gen 12:3a)  Whoever wishes Abram well, God will do well for that person.  The Lord is concerned about other’s attitudes toward his chosen servant.

God now assures Abram, “whoever curses you, I will curse.” (Gen 12:3b) Whoever wishes ill and harm on God’s servant and prophet Abram, God will curse.

And now finally the seventh and most important promise of all, “and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  (Genesis 12:3c)  This blessing is for all the people of the world, not just the descendants of Abram, but all the people who have been separated by the confusion of tongues and separated from one another.  Every single human being will be blessed.  Even though people have been separated from God and one another by their sins and rebellion, God will bless them all.

Those are really some awesome and thought provoking promises.  But talk is cheap.  Does God deliver?  Does he make good on those promises that he made to Abram.  That’s what we want to carefully examine now.  Let’s look at what God accomplished.

WHAT GOD ACCOMPLISHED

Abram became a great nation.  The descendants of Abram or Abraham (the Father of Many) are the people of Israel as well as the Arabs.  Not only are the physical descendants of Abraham a great nation but also so are Abram’s spiritual descendants.  In fact, the New Testament refers to all believers in Jesus as the spiritual Israel.  By faith you and I are part of that spiritual Israel.  We are part of that great nation which God promised Abram.

As you read of the life of Abram on the pages of Genesis 12 through 25 you read over and over again how God blessed this man both spiritually and physically.

The name of Abram has become great.  He is known as the father of the Jewish nation.  He is considered the father of the Arabs as well.  He is considered by Gentile Christians as one of the great heroes of faith.  When you mention Abram or Abraham everyone knows whom you are talking about.  God kept his promise to make Abram’s name great.

Those who came in contact with Abram were blessed.  Abram’s nephew Lot received many blessings because of his association with Abram.  When Lot and his family were taken captive, Abram brought his men and rescued Lot and his family.

Those who blessed Abram God blessed and those who cursed Abram God cursed.

But the greatest promise of all was this, “and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  You and I have received the fulfillment of that promise.  We have been blessed through Abram. For the greatest descendant of Abram is Jesus the Christ.  From Abram and his descendants came the one who would rescue all of us and give us eternal and lasting blessings. In the listing of the genealogy of Mary, Jesus’ mother we read, “the son of Abraham” (Luke 3:34).  In the listing of Joseph, Jesus’ step-father’s genealogy we also read, “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”  (Matthew 1:1)  Through this descendant of Abraham we have been eternally blessed.  We have full and free pardon for all of our sins.  We possess eternal life and no one can snatch us out of God’s hand.

Did you notice how God dealt with Abram?  It was not with threats and warnings.  When God commanded Abram to get up and leave his homeland and family, he did not say, “If you don’t do this, you will suffer and I will get you.”  No!  He made wonderful promises to Abram of blessings and great things for him.  What moved Abram to do these things were the promises of God.  And that is exactly how God deals with you and me.  He has made wonderful promises to each of us and he keeps those promises.  For Christianity is a religion of love.  Love for God because he first loved us.  And love for one another because God loves and forgives us all.

Who is this Jesus?  He is a descendant of Eve.  He is from the family of Abraham, the nation of Israel.  He is the embodiment of love – the love that God has for every one of us.

