THE FESTIVAL OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

February 6, 9 & 10, 2002

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church – Watertown, WI

WE SEE A SNAPSHOT OF GLORY  Luke 9:28-36

Have you ever purchased anything sight unseen?  Most of us like to see what we are buying before we pay out the money.  We want to examine the item, touch it, and look it over.  A few years ago a family was planning a vacation in the east.  They searched the Internet and found a resort that they planned to visit.  The y made reservations and at a specified date they sent in a deposit.  Then about four weeks before their departure they had to send in the rest of the money for their lodging.  They had sent for many brochures on the area they planned to visit.  Along with those brochures often came additional flyers on the various resorts and condominiums in the area.  As they looked at the many places that were available to stay at they didn’t find a brochure on the place they had made reservations to stay at.  They began to wonder, “does this place really exist or is someone deceiving us?”  Then one day just before the final payment was to be made for the vacation; several brochures arrived from the local chamber of commerce.  Among the pamphlets was one with pictures and a description of the resort that the family had planned to stay at.  There was a feeling of relief.  This place really does exist.  They now had additional proof that this resort really existed.  They had something in their hands to collaborate what they had seen and read on the Internet.  They felt much surer that the vacation spot they had chosen really existed and they were not sending their money to some scam artist.

Today we are celebrating the festival of the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is a dramatic and awesome experience in the life of Jesus and for his disciples, Peter, James and John.  As we contemplate this event in the life of Jesus WE SEE A SNAPSHOT OF GLORY.  This event happened just a few months before Jesus went up to Jerusalem and was handed over to the Romans and put to death.  So this marvelous experience for our Lord was I) An Encouragement For Jesus And His Disciples.  For us who live in the year 2002 the transfiguration of Jesus is II) A Great Comfort For Us.

AN ENCOURAGEMENT FOR JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES

Just eight days before the event we are studying Jesus had told his disciples, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day raised to life.”  (Luke 9:22)  Then Jesus also revealed to his disciples that they would have to take up their crosses and follow him.  He explained that it would not be easy being one of his disciples and followers.  Now our Lord takes Peter, James and John on a high mountain to pray.  Our Lord often went off to pray.  As he faced the opposition of the religious leaders as he faced his approaching death, our Lord prayed.

Are we as quick to pray when problems, sicknesses, trouble and death face us?  Or do we think, “I have to be strong”  “I can handle this on my own”?  Even the Lord Jesus, God and Man, spent much time in prayer to his heavenly Father seeking the strength and help he needed to carry out his mission on this earth.  He listened to the command of his father, “Call upon me in the day of trouble and I will deliver you.”  (Psalm 50:15)

God answered Jesus’ prayer.  Luke tells us that while Jesus was praying a miraculous event took place.  Luke writes, “As he was praying the appearance of his faced changed, and his clothing became bright as a flash of lightning.” (v. 29) Matthew explains for us how Jesus’ face changed.  He says, “His face shone like the sun.” (Matthew 17:2b)  That must have been something.  Suddenly Jesus is glowing like the sun and his clothes are white like a flash of lightning.  What’s happening?  Jesus has changed.  Suddenly he is seen in all his holiness and glory.  Remember when Moses went to the top of Mt. Sinai to receive the law of God?  He was up there for 40 days talking and communing with the Lord.  We are told that when Moses came down from the mountain, his face shone so brightly that the people of Israel could not bear to look at this face, just as you and I can’t and shouldn’t look directly into the sun.  So what Moses did was put a veil over his face so that he wouldn’t blind the eyes of the children of Israel.  Moses was reflecting the glory and splendor of God.  Jesus was revealing that great splendor and holiness.  But there was more.  Luke tells us “Two men, Moses and Elijah appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus.  They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment in Jerusalem.”  (Vv. 30-31)  God the Father had sent Moses, the great leader of the children of God during the exodus from Egypt to the Promised Land along with Elijah, one of the great prophets of the Old Testament to encourage Jesus.  These three men talked about Jesus’ coming departure, his death.  They came to encourage Jesus in what he was about to undertake for us.  Jesus knew what was coming.  Remember in the Garden of Gethsemane shortly before our Lord was arrested and taken off to be put to death he prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as you will.”  (Matthew 26:39b)  Jesus needed encouragement.  He needed to talk to others about what was going to happen.

How often do we talk with our loved ones about death, our own death or their death?  That’s so hard.  And yet it is something we need to discuss.  Often I have seen when a person is dying that everyone skirts the issue of death and no one wants to talk about it.  Yet the person who is dying often wants to speak about their death.  But no one wants to venture there, because we know that we will break down. We’ll cry and we don’t want to appear vulnerable or weak.  It is not a sin to cry.  We need to weep and express our emotions and we need to encourage and comfort each other.  That’s exactly what God did for Jesus on the mountaintop when he sent Moses and Elijah to talk with Jesus about his coming death.

This event was also an encouragement for Jesus’ disciples.  It appears that this glorious event took place at night.  For Luke writes, “Peter and his companions were very sleepy, and when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.”  (v. 32) What a sight for these three disciples.  To see Jesus in all his holiness and glory.  As Moses and Elijah start leaving Jesus, Peter is quick to say to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here.  Let us put up three shelters – one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (v. 33) Peter wanted to prolong this event.  This was so awesome and wonderful that he wanted to stay here.  He didn’t want to leave.  However, there was work that Jesus had to do.  He couldn’t continue here on the mountaintop.  He had to go back down and get back to work.  He had an important mission that God had given to him to fulfill.  He had to go and die for the sins of all the people of this world.  He had to destroy the power of the devil, of sin and of death so that you and I might be freed from fear and slavery. 

Before the entire event draws to a close, Luke tells us that a cloud covers the entire scene and a voice from the cloud announces, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”  (v. 35) Then the entire event is over and the disciples only see Jesus.  Luke tells us that Peter, James and John kept this to themselves and told no one at that time what they had seen.  They were filled with awe and wonder.  Later after Jesus’ death and resurrection the disciples remembered what Jesus had told them and what they had seen.  In one of Peter’s letters to fellow Christians he writes, “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’  We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.” (2 Peter 1:16-18)  This event had a great impact on Peter, James and John as well.  Later they were able to testify to what they had seen.  They had seen Jesus in his glory with their own eyes.  They had heard God the Father speak and put his stamp of approval on Jesus with their own ears.  When you are an eyewitness, you are able to speak as one who has some authority.  You were there.  You saw and heard with your own eyes and ears.  

The change that Jesus experienced here on this mountaintop along with his conversation with Moses and Elijah was an encouragement for Jesus as he was about to finish the work that God had given him to do on this earth.  The snapshot of glory that Peter, James and John received was an encouragement for them, as they would later see Jesus betrayed and executed and then raised from the dead.  It was also a great support for them as they later were able to tell others of the great work that Jesus had done for all.

A COMFORT FOR US

This often forgotten event in Jesus’ life is a great comfort for you and me.  We all remember Jesus’ birth at Christmas.  We remember his death on Good Friday.  We rejoice in his resurrection on Easter Sunday.  But how often do we think about his transfiguration?  That event speaks volumes to us about who Jesus is; what his work means for us and about what we can look forward to.

Jesus of Nazareth, whose birthday we celebrated about seven weeks ago is not just some great Jewish prophet.  He is not just some legend.  He is the Almighty God.  He is the God who created this universe.  He is the God who is in charge of this world today and is guiding and directing all the events of our lives and of history in preparation for his great return at the end of time.  He is the God who loves each of us so much and wants us to spend eternity with him in the glorious splendor or paradise.  This is the God who was willing to die so that you and I might live forever.  As we stand at the beginning of another Lenten season and will once again ponder Jesus’ work for us, we need to understand and remember whom Jesus really is.

The transfiguration also reminds us that the work that Jesus did for us is really effective.  This is not a mere man who is offering his life as a sacrifice for us.  This is our holy and sinless God.  Everything that he does is done perfectly and for a purpose.  Often things that you and I do appear to have no meaning or lasting effect.  That is not the case with the work of Jesus.  What Jesus did endures and it has purpose and meaning for us.  Jesus blood does wipe away the punishment for all of our sins.  Jesus’ holy life is credited to your account and mine.  We are truly forgiven and we can look forward to an eternity of peace and bliss.

The transfiguration allows us to catch a snapshot of glory.  This holiness and perfection that Peter, James and John saw will be ours.  One day we will shine like the stars of heaven.  As John writes, “But we know when he (that is, Jesus), appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”  (1 John 3:2)  You and I need to carry that snapshot with us daily.  For everyday we encounter the effects of sin in our lives and in this world.  But we need to remember the glory that will be ours that Jesus Christ has won for us.  Keep that snapshot with you as you face sicknesses, conflicts and death.

                                                                                                                                 Amen.

