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GOD HAS COME TO HELP US    Luke 7:11-17


May I help you?  Do you like to accept help from someone else?  Many people are very reluctant to accept help from anyone.  I can do it myself, thank you.  No, I don’t need any help.  A lot of us have learned to be self-reliant.  We have learned to be self-sufficient.  We believe that we can handle most things that come our way.  We don’t need nor do we necessarily want someone else interfering in our business or in our lives.


This attitude, unfortunately, often spills over into our relationship with the Lord and our attitudes about how we get to heaven and are right with God.  How often haven’t you heard someone say, “God and I have got a good thing going”?  “He understands and after all he does forgive.”  These statements are used to justify living in open rebellion to God’s Word and commands.  Others will comment, “I try my best and God should accept me because I have tried to do the best I can.”  People who make these comments or think this way fail to see that they have a problem.  They need help and they can’t help themselves.  The good news that the evangelist Luke proclaims to each of us today is that GOD HAS COME TO HELP US.  The truth that we all finally have to admit is that I) We Need Help.  The good news that we need to have continually before us is that II) Jesus Helps.


WE NEED HELP

“I have a problem and I can’t seem to solve it.”  Are you quick to admit that you can’t solve a problem 

that you are facing?  That is probably one of the hardest things for many of us to do.  None of us likes to expose our weaknesses, to admit that I really don’t know how to deal with this.  We are not comfortable having people see us cry or struggle or unable to handle some particular problem in our lives.  In many situations we may be good in covering up our inability to deal with those circumstances.  However, there is one area where often we are at a loss.  How do you deal with death?  How do you handle the loss of a loved one?  Death is the consequence of a problem that we all have.  That problem is known as sin.  It is our failure to be perfect and holy as God demands of every human being.  In our reading for today we are reminded of the consequences of that problem that we all face – that consequence is death.


Jesus had earlier healed the servant of a Roman army officer in Capernaum.  Now our Lord had traveled about twenty-five miles southwest of Capernaum and about six miles south and east of his hometown of Nazareth to the city of Nain.  In addition to our Lord’s disciples we are told that a great crowd of people was also accompanying him.  As they approached the gate to the city of Nain the Lord was met by a funeral procession.  This was a very, very sad funeral.  A mother was taking her only son out to the cemetery to bury him.  Not only was this her only son, but also she was a widow.  She had already buried her husband and now she had lost her son.  A very large crowd of people accompanied her.  For they all knew the plight that she would have.  She was a widow.  She had no one to support her.  There was no Social Security.  There were no pensions.  There was no one left to support her.  She had no rights as a woman.  Not only did she have to deal with the death and loss of her only son, but also now she had to wonder how she would survive and exist in a world that did not think highly of women.  She had a problem.  She desperately needed help and she knew it.  We are told that she was weeping.  Many of us have wept as a loved one was carried to his or her grave.  What a feeling of helplessness.  There was nothing that we could do.  There was no way that we could stop our loved one from dying.  Oh, we may have tried and done everything humanly possible, but death eventually came and we could not stop it.


Death brings great pain and hurt in our lives.  We go through a roller coaster of feelings – anger, hurt, emptiness and loss.  How do we handle that?  How can we help ourselves?  Oh, we try.  We are told, "Remember the good things."  Remember the good times that you had with your loved one.  But that does not take away the emptiness, the loneliness.  That doesn’t handle the anger with that person for leaving us or our anger with God for allowing this to happen.  That does not dry the tears that flow so freely and so often.  The truth is we can’t help ourselves in these situations.  But there is someone who can help us and the help he offers works wonders for every one of us as we have to deal with the death of a loved one and as we deal with our own death.

JESUS HELPS US


As we watch Jesus deal with this situation, we see how he can help and we learn who he really is and why he can do what he does.


When Jesus saw this sad funeral, Luke tells us, “Jesus’ heart went out to her.”  (v. 13a) Jesus had compassion.  He was able to sympathize and empathize with what this widow was going through.  Often times we have been at funerals and visitations where we have heard people say, “I know how you feel.”  You and I don’t know how another person feels when they have lost a child, a spouse or a parent.  We may have had a similar experience and we remember how we felt, but we don’t fully know how that person feels.  But the Lord does.  As the Bible says, “We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin.”  (Hebrews 4:15)  Jesus has been there.  He knows.  He understands.  He is not only able to sympathize and empathize with us; he is able to help.


The first thing our Lord does is to go up to the grieving widow and say to her, “Don’t cry.” (v. 13b) How often haven’t you or I said to someone, “Don’t cry.”?  Why shouldn’t they cry?  They are hurting.  They are experiencing great pain and hurt and the natural thing to do is cry.  Even Jesus wept at the grave of his good friend Lazarus.  But Jesus had reasons to tell this woman not to cry.  The Almighty God of the universe, the Lord of life and death was about to help her in a way that she never dreamt.  Then Jesus walked over to the coffin or stretcher on which the men were carrying the body of the young man about to be buried.  The men stopped in their tracks.  The whole funeral procession came to a dead stop.  Jesus touched the coffin and he spoke to the man as if he were sleeping.  Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” (v. 14b) How foolish.  The dead can’t hear.  What good is it to talk to a corpse?  The next thing that happened was unbelievable.  Luke reports, “The dead man sat up and began to talk.” (v. 15a) It was if he had been sleeping.  He came back to life.  His soul had been reunited with his body.  He was alive and well.  We are then told that Jesus gave the young man back to his mother.  Just think of how this mother must have felt.  Just a few moments before she as crying and mourning that she had lost her only son.  She was filled with sorrow, loss and emptiness.  She did not know how she would be supported.  Suddenly and totally unexpectedly all her sorrow had been erased.  Her tears of loss and pain had been changed to tears and shouts of joy and happiness.  Jesus had helped her.  He had helped her in a way that she had never expected.


Who was this man that he could raise the dead?  The crowd of people from Nain who were in the funeral procession as well as the great crowd who had followed Jesus and his disciples from Capernaum said, “A great prophet has appeared among us.” (v. 16b) They remembered what the prophets of old had done.  Prophets like Elijah and Elisha who had also raised people from the dead.  They may have also remembered the words of Moses when he had said to the children of Israel, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers.  You must listen to him.”  (Deuteronomy 18:15)  But this Jesus was more than a prophet.  As the people then said, “God has come to help his people.”  (v. 16c) Jesus did not say to the people, “Don’t call me God.  You are mistaken.”  He accepted the comments they had made about him because they are true.  Jesus is the almighty God.  He is the Lord of the universe and the Lord of life and death.  He has power over death.  He has come to help his people.


So often when you and I seek help from someone, they are unable to help us as we had hoped.  Or they cannot give us the help that we really need.  The good news that we hear today is that there really is someone who can help and his help is effective.  For every one of us will face death which is the result of our being sinful and imperfect.  Where do we receive help for this problem?  Our help comes from the Lord Jesus.  He has conquered death and the grave for every one of us.  He has destroyed the power of eternal death, being separated from all the blessings of God in hell.  He did that by his perfect life and then suffering the torments of hell for us on the cross.  He has also destroyed the power of physical death over us.  As Jesus said, “Because I live, you also will live.”  (John 14:19b)  We will all experience the separation of our souls from our bodies, that is physical death, if Jesus doesn’t return first.  But we know that separation is merely temporary.  Just as Jesus raised the widow’s son from Nain so he will also raise all the dead and us at the last day.  He will give to us and all believers in Christ eternal life with him.  This is the comfort and peace that our Savior gives us every time we stand at the coffin of a loved one.  We have not lost that person forever.  We will see them again.  They will be raised to life just as that young man was.  We will see them because God has come to help his people.  We can’t stop death from reaping its victims.  But our Lord Jesus has destroyed the sting of death, sin.  He has been perfect for us and removed eternal punishment eternal death, from us.  Just as Jesus said to that widow, so he says to you and me, “Don’t cry.”  We don’t weep and mourn as people without hope.  For we believe in the resurrection of the dead.  We know that the dead will rise.  Because Jesus Christ, the Almighty God and true Man, has come to help us, his people, with all our troubles.

                                                                                                                                    Amen

