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BE A WISE MANAGER   Luke 16:19-31

Most of us enjoy listening to a story.  We often remember a story better than other things that are told us.  Jesus often told stories or parables to teach people certain truths.  The story we have before us is different from other parables that Jesus told in that it names one of the people in the story, Lazarus.  It is an interesting story.  Whether it is a parable, as many contend, or a real life account of two men as others say, I am not sure.  But I am certain of this; Jesus has two points that he wants each of us his children to carefully learn and to apply in our daily lives.

As we carefully examine the account of the rich man and Lazarus, Jesus is saying to you and me in the year 2002, BE A WISE MANAGER.  I) Be Wise In Using Your Money and II) Be Wise In The Use Of God’s Word.

Before we examine the story more carefully, it is important to look at the audience to whom Jesus is speaking.  Our Lord has been telling parables to his disciples.  Before this account he had told the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost or prodigal son.  In addition to our Lord’s followers there are in the crowd many Pharisees and teachers of the law who are upset with Jesus because he is hanging out with the wrong type of people.  After the parables about seeking the lost, Jesus then tells the parable of the shrewd manager.  At the close of that parable Luke comments that “the Pharisees who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.”  (Luke 16:14)  This comment precedes the account of the rich man and Lazarus.  Jesus is telling this story to people who really love and value money.  He is speaking to people who are concerned about their wealth and their possessions.

BE WISE IN USING YOUR MONEY

Jesus begins this story by setting the stage.  “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day.”  (v. 19) Is it wrong to be rich?  No.  Not at all.  In fact, King Solomon was one of the richest men in the world.  Having great wealth is not a sin.  God is the one who blesses us with our riches.  Job states that truth when he loses all of his wealth, “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.”  (Job 1:21)  Job recognizes that God gave him his wealth.  You and I have the property and wealth we have only because of the love and mercy of our God.

The point of Jesus’ story is how are you using your wealth?  In the story we have a bad example of using wealth.  Jesus goes on, “At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table.  Even the dogs came and licked his sores.”  (Vv. 20-21)  Did the rich man use his money to help this poor man?  It appears that he did nothing to help this poor suffering and starving beggar.  He was more concerned about himself and his wealth.  His clothes and appearance were more important to him than the needs of someone else.  He was concerned about all the good food that he could eat and all the beautiful things he could surround himself with.  Why should he lay a finger to help some poor beggar?  After all the man should get out and work for a living.  Why should he care for someone else especially this scum that was begging at the door to his house?  This rich man was consumed with himself and his wants and desires.  The man’s management of his money indicated his unbelief and rejection of God’s love and forgiveness.

In this story we have a bad example of money management.  How does God want us to use the money and property that he entrusts to our management?    The Bible says that we are to use our money to take care of our families, to help the poor, to provide for the spreading of God’s Word and to pay our taxes.

Paul writes to Timothy, “If anyone does not provide for his relatives and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  (1 Timothy 5:8)  God gives us money and wealth to take care of our families.  

John tells us, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”  (1 John 3:17)  Over and over the Bible encourages us to help the poor and the needy.

Regarding gifts to the church for the spread of God’s Word, Paul gives these instructions, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Corinthians 9:8)

When it comes to the support of our government which protects us and provides services for its citizens, the Apostle instructs us, “This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing.  If you owe taxes, pay taxes.”  (Romans 13:6 & 7b)

The problem many of us face is the same as the rich man in Jesus’ story.  We can easily become selfish and think only of our needs and wants and refuse to see, acknowledge or help others who are in need.  The rich man ended up in hell.  Why?  Because he didn’t help poor Lazarus?  No.  He was damned because he rejected God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus Christ.  His unbelief was shown by how he treated Lazarus.  This man also had another problem.  This was a problem that the Pharisees also had.  He was not wise in his use of God’s Word.

BE WISE IN USING GOD’S WORD

Jesus goes on with his story.  When Lazarus died the angels of God immediately took him to Abraham’s bosom.  This was a term that the Jews used for heaven or paradise.  The rich man died and we are told he was buried.  His soul ended up in hell.  In hell the rich man saw Abraham in paradise with Lazarus at his side.  The rich man is in great agony and pain and who does he think about?  Himself, of course.  There is no repentance in hell.  He hasn’t changed.  He asks Abraham to send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and place it on his tongue.  Abraham reminds the rich man that people in heaven cannot pass to those in hell nor can those in hell move to heaven.  There is no second chance.

The rich man then is reminded of his five brothers.  He doesn’t want them to end up in this place of eternal torment and pain.  He asks Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to warn his brothers so that they don’t end up in hell with him.  Abraham tells him, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.”  (v. 29) Abraham tells the rich man, “your brothers have the Old Testament, the Word of God.  Let them listen to that.”  The rich man objects.  He maintains that if someone came back from the dead, that would have a greater impact on his brothers and they would repent.  But Abraham counters with this statement, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”  (v. 31) What Jesus says is so true.  Jesus did raise a man Lazarus from the dead.  What was the response of some of the people?  They plotted to kill Jesus and do away with him.  And they succeeded in their plans.  Even after Jesus himself rose from the dead, the religious leaders paid off the guards to lie and say that Jesus’ disciples had stolen his body.  The power to change people does not lie in miracles and wondrous signs.

The power to change hearts lies in God’s Word.  What is it that brings you and me to God’s house?  It is God working in us through his Word.  What is it that changes your attitude and mine about us?  It is God’s Word.  It is that Word that uncovers and reveals our selfish attitudes and desires.  It is that Word that convicts us of our failures and imperfections.  It is also that Word which lifts us up and fills us with peace.  It is that Word that assures us that God is not holding our selfishness against us.  It is that Word that tells us again and again that God loves us and has removed our sins from us as far as the east is from the west.  It is that Word that empowers us to desire and strive to live and think the way God wants us.

So because of the great power of God’s Word, we want to be wise managers of our use of God’s Word.  That means that we want to be reading our Bibles daily.  We want to be in God’s house weekly.  We want to be feeding ourselves richly with the water of life.

Today is Father’s Day.  God has given us who are fathers the command to be the spiritual leaders in our families.  He wants us to teach our children and to share with them the great wonders of what God has done.  He commands us to share with the next generation the wonderful news of Jesus our Savior.  As father’s we teach by example.  When we show our children by our actions that God’s Word is important.  When we bring our families to church regularly, we are showing the importance of being wise managers of God’s Word.

God help each of us to be wise managers of our material wealth, our money and property and of our greatest treasure, our spiritual wealth, the Word of God.

                                                                                                                     Amen.

