WE HAVE CONFIDENCE    
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He certainly acts like a person with a lot of confidence.  He shot that ball with confidence and assurance that he was going to make the basket.  Confidence is a trait that is often admired in people.  During the past decade we have heard much of self-esteem and self-image.  We are told that is the lack of self-esteem and self-confidence that leads people into certain actions or inactions.

For the past four weeks we have been studying portions of the letter to the Hebrews that focus on Jesus as our great High Priest.  We have reviewed the functions of the High Priest in the Old Testament and have seen how these duties all pointed to our great High Priest and the perfect sacrifice that he would offer for all the people of the world once on the cross.  Today as we conclude our study the writer of the letter to the Hebrews points out the practical applications that these truths have in our daily lives.  Our thoughts focus on this truth – WE HAVE CONFIDENCE!  I) This Is A Confidence Based On Our High Priest and II) It Is A Confidence That Can Be Seen.

A CONFIDENCE BASED ON OUR HIGH PRIEST

During the recent self-esteem movement people were told to focus on themselves.  They were to draw their good feelings about themselves from what they were able to do and the talents and abilities that they had.  When you can’t do much or you don’t see the gifts and talents that you have, it can be very difficult to have a lot of confidence.  For us as followers of Jesus Christ, our confidence, courage or boldness does not come from within.  It does not come from what I am able to do.  It comes from what God has done for me.  As the writer of the letter puts it; “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.”  (10:19-22)

The writer compares the old way of approaching God with the new way that we have through Jesus Christ.  In the Old Testament the High Priest could only enter the Holy of Holies once a year.  Before he did that he had to wash his body and then enter with the blood of animals.  We don’t have to wash our bodies.  They have been washed with pure water.  God washed us in the water of holy baptism.  Our hearts and consciences have been sprinkled not with the blood of animals, but with the holy and pure blood of Jesus Christ.  Our guilty consciences have been cleaned.  We can come before God at any time.  We enter into his presence through a new and living way.  It is through our Savior Jesus Christ.  As Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.”  (John 14:6)  Jesus opened for us the curtain, which had separated us from God so we can always come before our Creator and Maker with confidence and assurance.  

When your confidence is based not on yourself but on the Lord Jesus, it is a confidence that is difficult to be shaken or destroyed.  Because you are not looking at yourself or within yourself, you are looking at your Almighty and All-loving God who is faithful and keeps his promises.  I have my weaknesses, my faults, my doubts and my questions, but the God in whom I place my confidence is true and faithful to all of his promises.  It is as the psalmist said, “My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:2).  It is for this reason that the Apostle could write, “I can everything through him who gives me the strength.”  (Philippians 4:13)

A CONFIDENCE THAT CAN BE SEEN

This confidence can be seen.  The writer of this letter notes three ways in which this confidence shows itself in the life of a follower of Jesus Christ.  We live in hope.  We are concerned about each other.  And we gather and meet together.

We live in hope.  As it is written, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.”  (v. 23) We have the certain hope of heaven.  As Christians we don’t wander whether we will be in glory with Jesus and the saints.  We know that.  We are certain of that and it is not because of us, it is because of the work our High Priest Jesus did.  As the Bible says, “(God) who promised is faithful.” (v. 23b) When God promises us forgiveness for all of our sins we know that is true. When God promises us “today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43b), we are certain that we will be in heaven with Jesus when we die.  When we face trials and troubles we face them in hope because we know that God has promised us that he will work all things for our good.  This hope we have is seen as we face life and whatever we encounter on our journey through this world on our way to be with Jesus forever.

In addition to living in hope, we also are concerned about each other.  As the writer puts it, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on to love and good works.”  (v. 24) As Christians our focus is not on ourselves, but on others and how we can help them to grow in their relationship with the Lord.  Look at our Lord when he was being crucified, he was still concerned about others. We see that concern for his mother when he gave her care to his disciple, John.  We are here to encourage each other in love for others and in doing good works.  As the Bible says, “Faith without deeds is dead.”  (James 2:26b)

Finally the writer notes that as disciples of Jesus Christ, we meet together.  He writes, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the day approaching.”  (v. 25) That’s why we are here today.  We have come to meet together.  For what purpose do we meet?  We are here to be personally strengthened with God’s Word and Sacrament.  But we are also here to strengthen others.  Christians are not isolationists.  We need one another.  We are the body of Christ.  We work together as a unit and each of us has been blessed by God with certain abilities and strengths.   Especially as we get closer and closer to that Day, the Day of this world’s end and destruction, we need to be encouraging and helping one another along our way.

Isn’t it wonderful that we can have such confidence?  And this confidence is not drawn from within us or from our gifts and abilities.  This confidence comes from our great High Priest, Jesus, who has torn the curtain in two and won direct access for us to the throne of our Almighty God.

                                                                                                                            Amen. 

