THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – June 26, 29 & 30, 2002

NATION SUNDAY

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church – Watertown, WI

CITIZENS OF THE U.S. – WHO IS YOUR GOD?    PSALM 144:9-15

Next week we will celebrate the 226th anniversary of the founding of the United States of America.  On July 4, 1776 the founders of our country signed the Declaration of Independence.  We severed the ties from Great Britain and became a free nation.  Through these men God brought forth a nation where people are free.  We have the freedom to worship the Lord; the freedom of speech; the freedom of the press; the freedom of travel.  Since almost every one of us was born in this nation, we do not know what it is like not to have all these freedoms and liberties.  We often take these liberties for granted.  We often forget that it cost the blood of many people to bring about this free nation.  It has also cost the lives of many people to preserve the freedoms and liberties that we have.  We also forget that it is only because of our gracious and loving God that we enjoy the peace and prosperity that we have.

Many of the founders of our nation, though not Christian, recognized that there was a Supreme Being who was in control of this universe.  The United States of America was founded as a nation where people were free to worship God according the dictates of their own conscience.  No one religious denomination was established as the state church.  Many of our forefathers came to this land to escape state churches and their oppressiveness.  As time has passed you and I have seen many changes take place in our country.  The principles of the freedom of religion seem to be changing to the freedom from religion.  There are many that are attempting to have all reference to God or any Supreme Being removed from society.  The Word of God before us today, penned by King David, one of the greatest kings of Israel has us consider this question – CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, WHO IS OUR GOD?  In answer to that question, we need to consider I) Does It Make Any Difference? and then consider II) Who Is The True Source Of Blessing For Any Nation?

DOES IT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE WHO OUR GOD IS?

As citizens of a free nation, we have learned to be tolerant of other’s beliefs.  We may be tolerant of someone else’s beliefs but that does not mean that I have to agree with what that person says or believes.  Nor do I promote his beliefs as being true and acceptable.  However, I will defend his freedom and liberty to say and believe what he does.  Does it make any difference what god I follow?  The answer to that question is a resounding “Yes!  It does make a difference.”  As we consider that question, “Does it make any difference who our God is?” we need to understand what a god is and then see the differences in gods.

Who or what is a god?  God is that in which you put your trust and confidence.  For many people in our nation money is their god.  They spend much of their time acquiring their god.  They put their hope and confidence in money that it will keep them safe and secure throughout their life.  They trust that their god money will give them a wonderful future and a great life.

For still others their god is themselves.  They believe that they can handle whatever may come their way.  They believe that they are the captain of their souls and the masters of their fate.  They believe that they are basically good and upright people.  They put their trust in their abilities and their talents.

Others make leaders, movie stars and athletes their god.  They read everything they can about these people.  They try and imitate them and their life styles.  They trust that these people have the answers to life and will give meaning and purpose to this person’s life.

There is another person who is God and following him does make a difference.  That God is the LORD.  This is the God who made the universe and rules over it.  This is the LORD who came to this earth to make peace between him and us and to secure for us a future that is heavenly.  This is the LORD who is with us everyday of our lives, who guides and directs the world and the affairs of our lives.  This is the LORD who causes everything that happens in the lives of his followers to work for their personal good.  This is the LORD who said, “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.”  (John 14:6)  This is the LORD who when we face grave illnesses says, “Don’t fear I am with you; do not be dismayed I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you.  I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  (Isaiah 41:10)  This is the LORD who when we are facing our last hour on this earth says, “I tell you the truth, today, you will be with me in paradise.”  (Luke 23:43)

It does make a difference who your God is.  King David now reminds us of the blessings that come to a nation when the LORD is the God of its people.

THE BLESSINGS THAT COME FROM THE LORD TO A NATION

When people follow the LORD, he does bless them.  Listen to what David says, “I will sing a new song to you, O God; on the ten stringed lyre I will make music to you, to the One who gives victory to kings, who delivers his servant David from the deadly sword.  Deliver me and rescue me from the hands of foreigners whose mouths are full of lies, whose right hands are deceitful.”  (Vv. 9-11)  David knows that there is evil in the world and not all people are good and upright.  He recognizes the conflict that goes on between good and evil.  He also has experienced that it is the LORD who gives victory over evil.  When David fought the enemies of Israel and the children of God, it was the LORD who gave him the victory over the giant Goliath.  It was the LORD who gave David many other victories over the pagan people around the children of Israel.

The LORD has given our nation many victories over evil and oppressive nations that would have taken away the freedoms and liberties that we have.  It is the LORD who has still preserved to us the freedom of religion so that we are able to gather here and worship without fear of punishment or death.

Another blessing that the LORD gives to a nation are moral, upright and strong young people.  David sings, “Then our sons in their youth will be like well-nurtured plants, and our daughters will be like pillars carved to adorn a palace.”  (v. 12) God gives us young people who know the difference between right and wrong and who fight for the truth and for what is morally right according to God’s law.  He gives us youth who are honest and concerned about the good of the nation rather than just their own personal wants and desires.  As we look around us we are beginning to see some of that honesty and concern for others erode and we are also experiencing the sad consequences that come from turning away from the LORD and his ways.

It is also only because of God’s abundant kindness and mercy that our nation has become one of the richest nations in the history of the world.  David speaks of the material blessings that God does shower upon those who make the LORD their God.  “Our barns will be filled with every kind of provision.  Our sheep will increase by thousands, by tens of thousands in our fields; our oxen will draw heavy loads.”  (Vv. 13-14a)  Our storehouses are overflowing.  Usually we are not wondering if we will eat, but what will we eat.  God has been good to the people of our country.

To top it all off, God protects his people.  As David writes, “There will be no breaching of walls, no going into captivity, no cry of distress in our streets.”  (v. 14b) For many years our country has been safe from the attacks of outside enemies.  September 11th changed all that.  As more and more in our nation turn away from the LORD, he allows others to discipline us and wake us up.  He calls us to return to him and to his ways.  For our God does not delight in seeing anyone lost.  He wants everyone to come to repentance, trust and follow him.  God did similar things to the Children of Israel, his chosen and special people.  When they wandered far from him and his ways, he allowed heathen nations to attack and enslave his people and bring them to their knees.  Why did God do this?  Because he loves his people and does not want them eternally separated from him in hell.  He uses these incidents to bring people to their senses and to recognize who is God.  Now the United States is not God’s special chosen people and nation.  However, there are many people in this nation who profess that the LORD as their God.  It is because of the Christians in our land that God has been so kind and merciful.

David concludes with the statement, “Blessed are the people of whom this is true; blessed are the people whose God is the Lord.”  (v. 15) As citizens of the United States we are especially blessed if our God is the LORD.  We have all the material blessings that God has given to our nation and its citizens.  We have many wonderful freedoms and liberties that the majority of the people of this world have never experienced.  As children of God we also have the wonderful assurance that we are special and holy in God’s sight.  For we have citizenship papers for an even greater nation and country.  We are citizens of heaven and one day we shall be with our Lord Jesus and all his saints in that glorious country.

As you and I continue to live in the United States of America, we need to uphold what is right and true.  We need to promote the common good.  We need to be active in our local, state and national governments.  For Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works and praise your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:13-16)  For it is true that blessed are the people whose God is the LORD.

                                                                                                  Amen.

