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WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?  MARK 16:15-16

(The Blessings of Baptism)

Have you ever received a phone call and a telemarketer has offered you something that seems too good to be true?  Ever receive a mailing, which offered you such wonderful prizes and the letter stated “It won’t cost you a cent”?  Those solicitations all appeal to our desire to receive something for nothing.  But many of us know or have learned the hard way – you don’t get something for nothing.  There is always a catch.  In the end the prize that was to be free costs you more than what it was really worth or someone scams you and you pay and get nothing.

A basic attitude that we often find today is that people are more concerned about what they will receive and get.  This is what the telemarketers and advertisers are appealing to when they make offers to us that seen too good to be true.  

As we continue our study of God’s Word on baptism we focus our thoughts on what we receive in our baptism.  What does God give us in our baptism?  As we study the words of Jesus we take as the theme for our devotion today – WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?  I) What are people looking for today?  And II) What does God give us in our baptism?

WHAT ARE PEOPLE LOOKING FOR?

What are you personally looking for in life?  Is it peace?  Security?  Happiness?  Comfort?  Meaning and understanding?  Contentment?  Freedom from fear and uncertainty?  Most of us would like to be freed from the worries and uncertainties of life.  We would like to go through life without having to worry or be concerned about our financial security.  We would love it if we knew that our jobs were always secure and we wouldn’t have to worry that in the next economic downturn our job would not be eliminated or in the next merger the plant where we have worked will not be closed or moved to another country.  But we don’t know that any more.  With the world economy that we are in, you never know when your company will move its entire operation to China, Mexico or another third world country because labor costs are much cheaper in those nations than here.  How many of us would love to know that we would never have a debilitating disease; never have cancer or a stroke or a heart attack?  

All of us would like to hear good news.  It is not uplifting everyday to open your newspapers, turn on the news channel and hear talk about war, murders, kidnappings and rapes.  We don’t like to continually be bombarded by all the bad news about our economy.  As someone said recently, “you’d rather not hear or know what was going on because it is so depressing.  Sin is depressing.  The disease of sin, which infects us all, is what robs us of peace, contentment, joy and freedom from fear.  It’s just as the prophet wrote, “your iniquities have separated you from your God.”  (Isaiah 59:2a)  Sin has a way of doing that.  It robs us of the peace and joy that God wants us to have.  It causes us to be discontented.  It leads us to attempt to find peace and contentment in the things that this world has to offer.  This is one of the greatest problems that we face in our country in 2002.  We assume that money and the things of this world will bring us freedom and contentment.  But Jesus reminds us, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  (Luke 12:15)

People are looking for answers to the problem of sin.  They may not word it that way.  But they see the symptoms of imperfection all around them and in their own lives and they are looking for something to remove those pains and hurts.  In Jesus Christ we have a cure for sin.  And that cure is granted to us in our baptism.

WHAT DOES GOD GIVE US IN OUR BAPTISM?

The words of Jesus before us today are his great commission.  He has given to us his followers and disciples the command to preach the good news to all creation.  What is this good news?  The good news is that our relationship with God has been restored.  The good news is that God has forgiven us and gives us eternal life.  The good news is that the Lord is always with us and is working all things that happen in our lives for our good.  He tells us, “whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  (v. 16)

What’s is in it for us?  In baptism you and I don’t do a thing.  God does it all.  So often today people complain that God isn’t performing miracles.  God isn’t doing spectacular things to remind people of his presence and power.  God is and unfortunately so many people miss it.  In baptism God performs a miracle.  He saves us.  For in baptism God comes to us and gives us the gift of faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord.  Remember the Bible tells us, “For it is by grace are you have been saved through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9)  Faith is not something that we decide to do.  It’s impossible for you and me to believe and trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior all by ourselves.  That trust is a gift that God gives and he gives it through the power of his Word.  As Paul writes, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard through the Word of Christ.”  (Romans 10:17)  In our baptism God personally came to each of us with His Word and gave us that trust and confidence in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord.  God performed a miracle in your life and mine.  He took us spiritually dead God-haters and made us his children and lovers of the Lord.

But there’s more.  In baptism God has given us the forgiveness of sins.  As Peter said to the people in Jerusalem on Pentecost, “Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”  (Acts 2:38)  What a comfort and joy for us.  Every time we worship we hear the words, “God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.”  (Christian Worship p. 38)  We hear that and may think, “But that’s not for me.  What I have done is too great for God to forgive.”  Remember your baptism.  God personally came to you in your baptism.  He called you by name.  He forgave you all of your sins.  When God makes a promise he never breaks it.  So when you think of your baptism, remember, God personally came to me and promised me the forgiveness of all of my sins.  Does God really love me?  Has God really forgiven me?  In your baptism God has personally come to you and told you YES!  Yes, I love you deeply.  Yes, I have forgiven and forgotten all of your sins.

There’s even more.  In baptism God has given to each of us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  As Peter said again to the people on Pentecost, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ . . ..  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 2:38)  The Holy Spirit lives in each of us who have been baptized.  As Paul wrote, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.”  (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)  It is the Holy Spirit who enables us to confess Jesus as our Savior and Lord and to follow him.  As the Scriptures say, “No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.”  (1 Corinthians 12:3)  When we receive that gift of the Holy Spirit he gives to each of us some wonderful and useful blessings that we need for our daily lives.  As Paul writes, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22)

But there’s still more.  In baptism you and I receive a new life.  Remember Jesus had told Nicodemus that to enter into the kingdom of heaven a person has to be born again.  In baptism we are born again.  As Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.”  (John 3:5)  In baptism we are born again.  We receive a new life.  We now daily strive to live for God, to put off our selfish, sinful nature and do what the Lord would have us do.  Christians are different people.  We are daily changing.  Daily we are putting on our new man to live lives that reflect who we are – forgiven and saved children of God.

Where did all this come from?  Faith?  Forgiveness?  The gift of the Holy Spirit?  New Life?  It came from God.  It came to each of us in our baptism.  Value and treasure your baptism.  For in baptism God personally came to you and gave you the most important treasure you will ever receive.  You have a treasure that gives true meaning to your life.  You have a treasure that removes all fears and worries and gives you true contentment and security.  You have a treasure that assures you of an eternal future with God in heaven.  Baptism is not something that we do for God it is what God has done for us.  He has saved us and brought us to faith through the power of His Word in the sacrament of Holy Baptism.

                                                                                                     Amen.

