WE SEE GOD    Exodus 24:7-12

Maundy Thursday Sermon   -  March 28, 2002

Have you ever eaten and drank with God?  I wonder how many of us would quickly answer, “Yes, of course.”  Today as we remember Jesus celebrating the Passover meal with his disciples, we recall another meal eaten by Moses and Aaron, Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu along with 70 elders of the people of Israel.  These men saw God and ate and drank with him.  The meal that they ate confirmed a promise God made with his people and the people’s response to God’s Word.

Today we are doing something similar.  The meal we are about to eat is one that Christians have been eating for 1,969 years.  Ever since Jesus told his first disciples, “continue to do this in remembrance of Me.” we Christians have been celebrating the Lord’s Supper.

The events surrounding our reading take place at Mt. Sinai in the southern region of the Sinai Peninsula.  Moses and the children of Israel had left their slavery in Egypt.  God had miraculously parted the Red Sea and allowed these 2 million plus people to pass through the Sea on dry ground.  He then allowed the Sea to drown the King of Egypt and his army.  After three months of traveling about 200 miles the people of Israel came to the mountain of God, Mt. Sinai.  It is on this mountain that the Lord had appeared to Moses in the burning bush and had called him to go to Egypt and set his people free.  Now the Lord has fulfilled his promise.  He has delivered his people from their bondage and slavery.  He has brought them to this mountain.  It was here that God reminded his people that he was the Lord their God who had brought them out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. (Exodus 20:2)  After reminding the people that he was the God who loved them and had saved them, he now gives them the Ten Commandments.  He tells them how they can respond to his love and deliverance.  After giving the law the people respond that they would do everything the Lord had said.  They would obey. (Exodus 24:7)  To confirm these promises Moses, the priests, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu along with 70 of the elders of the people of Israel went up and they saw God and they ate and drank.  What happened here happened only once.  It was a shadow of another meal that we would eat and continue to eat until Jesus returns at the end of time, the Lord’ Supper.

As we examine the Lord’s Supper we are reminded that WE SEE GOD.  In this meal I) God Comes To Us and II) We Have Been Changed.

GOD COMES TO US

For centuries Christians have been trying to explain and understand the Lord’s Supper.  Many within Christendom look at this meal as something that we are doing for God.  It has absolutely nothing to do with our doing something for God.  God is coming to us.  As God brought Moses and those 73 men up to the mountain to eat and drink with him to confirm and ratify his promises to them so God comes to us in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  Why is God doing this?  He is strengthening and forgiving us.

Moses sprinkled the people with blood before he, the priests and elders went up on the mountain.  It reminded the people then as it does for us today that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  After that time the children of Israel continued to sacrifice animals for the forgiveness of sins.  That continued until the perfect sacrifice was finally given on Good Friday.  The sinless Son of God offered his blood once for all time as a sacrifice for the sins of all people of all time.

You and I have been sprinkled with the blood of Christ.  We have been declared holy and righteous in God’s sight.  We now have direct access to our God.  And God personally comes to each of us when we come to this altar.  Here a mystery takes place.  This is a mystery that we cannot explain and we do not understand.  But we see God.  God gives us his body and blood in union with the visible elements of bread and wine.  He gives us his body and blood for our forgiveness.  God is not content with just telling you and me, “I love you and I forgive you.”  He actually gives us that forgiveness.  He says to you and me, “Come and eat and drink with me.  I am going to give you food that will change your life.  Eat my body and drink my blood.”  Do you understand how that can be?  I don’t.  But I believe it because that’s what our Savior says to each of us, “Eat my body given for you.”  “Drink my blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of your sins.”  Here he gives us forgiveness.  He doesn’t just say we are forgiven but he actually gives us that pardon in something that we can see, touch and taste.  He unites us to himself.  We actually take into our bodies the body and blood of Jesus Christ.  This bread and wine don’t symbolize or represent Jesus’ body and blood, they really are his body and blood and they are still also bread and wine.  God is sealing to us here the promise that he made to us; “I love you.  I forgive you.  I give you eternal life.”  In the Lord’s Supper our faith is strengthened.  Again when we have doubts and questions does God love me, does he really forgive me, we can look at the Lord’s Supper and say with confidence, “Yes I am loved and I am forgiven.  For Jesus Christ has given me his body and blood in this sacrament for my forgiveness.”

These men saw God and God did not strike them dead.  They were able to catch a glimpse of the heavenly banquet that God has prepared for all his people.  We are told “they saw the God of Israel and under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself.  But God did not raise a hand against these leaders of Israelites.”  (Exodus 24:10-11a)  In other accounts of God in his glory and splendor the writers make reference to the beauty and splendor of our heavenly home.  The Lord’s Supper helps us to also catch a glimpse of the glory and peace that will be ours with the Lord Jesus in heaven.

What a wonderful opportunity we have to see God and to receive his personal blessing and forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper.

WE HAVE BEEN CHANGED

When the children of Israel heard God speak his law, they responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.”  (Exodus 24:7)  After they ate and drank with God, God then called Moses to come up on the mountain and stay with the Lord and he gave him the tablets of stone with the law and commands that he had written for the people’s instruction.  These people responded to God’s forgiveness and his rescuing them from slavery.  They desired to obey his commands and follow him.

God’s rescue of us has done the same thing.  We desire to follow Jesus.  We desire to follow the guidance and instruction that he gives us in his commands and laws.  We want to do this not because we have to do it.  We want to show our appreciation and thankfulness to God for his eternal deliverance.

The sudden and unexpected death of a number of residents from Zinzendorf Hall on Tuesday reminded us that we never know the day or hour or the manner in which God will call us from this world.  But we do know that when he calls us we will be with him.  For we have been changed.  We have been sprinkled with the blood of the innocent Lamb of God.  That blood has made us acceptable and perfect in God’s eyes.  As God said to the children of Israel when he brought them to Mt. Sinai, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”  (Exodus 20:2) so he has said to me and you, “I am the Lord your God who has rescued and delivered you from the land of sin and hell.”

And every week God continues to seal that promise to us in the Lord’s Supper.  That is why at all of our services we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We want you always to have the opportunity to receive your Savior’s body and blood for your forgiveness and strength.  We want you to have a foretaste of the joys and peace that you will have at the banquet that God has prepare for you in heaven.

                                                                                                                  Amen.

