OUR HIGH PRIEST IS DIFFERENT   Hebrews 7:23-27
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Do you like to be different?  Most of the time, we like to blend in.  Most people don’t like to stick out and be different from others.  We see that in teenagers.  They claim they want to be different, yet they all want to appear the same and belong to the group.  They may dress strangely and do different things with their hair, but it’s not just one it’s a group of people.  They want to belong.  Even adults don’t want to stick out.  We don’t want to be singled out as being different.

As we continue our study of Jesus our Great High Priest according to the letter to the Hebrews, the writer makes this point in our reading for today.  Jesus, Our High Priest Is Different.  He is different from the other High Priests of the Old Testament in these two areas:  I) He Will Never Be Replaced and II) He Offered A Perfect Sacrifice.

OUR HIGH PRIEST WILL NEVER BE REPLACED

During the lifetime of many of you here, you have seen pastors come and go.  Some of you who have been members of St. Mark’s for over 60 years have known 13 different pastors.  During the last 20 years we have had eight different pastors.  The people in the Old Testament church experienced the same thing when it came to the High Priests that they had.  As the writer of our letter puts it, “Now there have been many of those priests since death prevented them from continuing in office.”  (v. 23) When you have continual changes in spiritual leaders that can be unsettling and upsetting.  You get to know one leader well and he dies, retires or takes a call to another church.  In the Old Testament church the high priests also changed.  In a period of 107 years in the history of Israel there had been 28 different high priests.  Some had been good and some had been wicked and immoral.

However, when it comes to Jesus Christ, he is different from any other high priest the people of Israel had ever seen.  As the Bible says, “because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.”  (v. 24) Jesus still is our high priest.  He is still alive.  You can’t say that about any of the other Old Testament High Priests.  Aaron is dead.  The High Priests who lived during the time of Kings David and Solomon they’re also dead.  But not Jesus Christ.  He will never be replaced.  One of the duties of the Old Testament High Priest was to go before the throne of God and plead the case for God’s people.  The children of Israel were guilty.  They deserved God’s anger and punishment.  But the High Priest would intercede for the people before God and seek God’s mercy and pardon.  We have a perfect High Priest who daily goes before the throne of God and daily he pleads your case and mine before our Judge.  As the writer puts it, “Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him because he always lives to intercede for them.”  (v. 25) Jesus has never and never will stop interceding for us.  Daily our living and victorious High Priest defends us in the courtroom of God. And every time he wins our case.  As the Apostle John wrote, “If anyone sins, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”  (1 John 2:1b-2)

Isn’t it comforting to know that our High Priest hasn’t changed?  He knows each of us intimately.  He is well acquainted with us and with all the struggles and temptations that we personally battle.  He knows just what to do for us.  We also personally know our High Priest.  We know how much he loves us.  We know that we can come to him with whatever is troubling us and he has time to listen and the power to help and to defeat our enemies and give us forgiveness and life.

OUR HIGH PRIEST OFFERED A PERFECT SACRIFICE

Our High Priest, Jesus, is able to help us because as our priest he offered the perfect sacrifice.  The Old Testament High Priests continually had to offer sacrifices first for their own sins before they presented a sacrifice for the sins of God’s people.  The Bible says, “Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.”  (v. 27a) Why didn’t Jesus have to offer something for his own sins?  Jesus didn’t have any sins.  As the writer says, “Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.”  (v. 26) Jesus Christ is our Almighty God.  He has no sin.  He is perfect in everyway.  You can’t say that about any of the Old Testament High Priests.  No one of them was without sin.  They had to continually offer sacrifices for their own sins before they could offer a sacrifice for the sins of the people of God.  But that was not the case with Jesus.

What Jesus did has changed the world.  As the writer points out, “He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.”  (v. 27b) Jesus gave the perfect sacrifice.  When our Lord cried out from the cross, “It is finished.”  (John 19:30b) the sacrifices for sin were completed and fulfilled.  No longer was it necessary for a high priest to offer the blood of some sheep, bull or goat for the sins of the people.  The blood of the perfect Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, had been offered up to God.  Jesus, our perfect High Priest, gave the best sacrifice of all, his holy and innocent life, and his blood, for the entire human race.  God also dramatically displayed that this was the perfect and final sacrifice for sins.  In the Jerusalem, the temple of God was divided into two parts, the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  Remember that once a year the High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies to sprinkle blood on the Ark of the Covenant.  That day was called the Great Day of Atonement.  A beautifully woven curtain separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies.  When Jesus died that curtain was torn in two from top to bottom.  God was saying, “you now have direct access to me through the blood of my Son.”  It is no longer necessary for some High Priest to sprinkle the altar with the blood of an animal.  The holy blood of the Son of God has offered the perfect and complete sacrifice for sin.

What great comfort and peace this brings to all of us.  You and I don’t have to carry around the guilt and shame of our past sins.  Jesus our perfect High Priest has won for us full forgiveness.  When my conscience overwhelms me with the things I have done wrong, I can look to the sacrifice of Jesus and be assured, he paid for those sins.  When I feel or think that I have to do something to satisfy God because of the wrongs I have done, thought and said, I can look to my perfect High Priest and be reminded, “He did it all for me.  There is nothing I can do.  There is nothing I have to do.”  Jesus sacrifice was perfect and complete.

You and I now can live freed from the fear of punishment.  God isn’t waiting around some corner ready to strike us dead and get us for our sins.  Jesus our High Priest who is different from all the High Priests of the Old Testament has set us free from those fears.  

                                                                                         Amen.

