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WE HAVE A SHEPHERD FOR ALL SEASONS   Psalm 95:1-7


Wouldn't it be wonderful to be good at everything?  When you had problems
with your car, you could not only figure out what was wrong, but also fix
it.  When you had plumbing or electrical problems in your house, you not
only had the tools that you needed, but you could also fix the problem
without calling an electrician or plumber.  When it came to filing your
income taxes, you could read the forms and instructions and understand them
and then fill them out.  If you wanted to play and instrument like a trumpet
or violin; you could pick it up and learn to play with ease and well. It
would be wonderful to be able to do everything well, but the reality is that
each of us has certain skills and abilities.  There are things that you can
do well that I am a total failure at and there are things that I might be
able to do well that you don't feel comfortable attempting or doing.

No person is good at everything.  As a result we often see today that people
specialize in certain fields.  You have people who can write programs for
computers, but may not be able to fix them or assemble a computer.  We see
that in the medical field today.  Years ago you went to a general
practitioner and he took care of everything.  Today we have doctors who just
deal with our ears, nose and throats.  We have those who specialize in
bones.  There are those who only deal with cancer and the list goes on and
on.  With the increase in knowledge in so many fields, it becomes very
difficult to be an expert in a number of fields.

As a result it can be rather frustrating when you are looking for help to
fix something and you get the run around.  This person doesn't fix that type
of appliance because it needs special tools to work on which this person
doesn't have.  That doctor can't help you because what is wrong with you is
not his field.

However when it comes to life and the help and guidance that you and I need
there is someone who is a shepherd for all seasons.  There is someone who is
able to diagnose and help us with all the problems and troubles that we
encounter as we go through life.  There is someone who is always on call and
who always knows what is best for us.  On this the fourth Sunday of Easter
which is called Good Shepherd Sunday the psalmist reminds us that WE HAVE A
SHEPHERD FOR ALL SEASONS.  As we contemplate the words of the psalmist we
marvel at I) The Amazing Work Of Our Shepherd.  What our Shepherd has done
and continues to do for each of us everyday produces II) A Response

THE AMAZING WORK OF OUR SHEPHERD

When you hear the word shepherd, you usually think of someone who takes care
of sheep.  Since most of us are not farmers we are not familiar with sheep
or with the work of a shepherd.  The psalmist calls you and me the people
that the shepherd tends, that is feeds and protects.  A shepherd would see
to it that his sheep had good pasture and water.  He would guide and direct
them to get the food and drink that they needed.  A shepherd would also
protect his sheep from the attacks of wild animals.  The shepherd that
guides and directs your life and mine has done some amazing work.  The
psalmist reminds us of two great works of our Shepherd - A) He is the Maker
of All and B) He is the Rock of our Deliverance.

For decades we have been taught and bombarded with the idea that all things
have evolved over millions and billions of years.  Recently I had the
privilege to speak to a family about the origin of the world and all living
things.  As I explained what God says about where things came from, a middle
school student commented, "we've been lied to."  What he meant is that
throughout his seven years of education he had been taught that all things
came into being by chance and that we were simply animals like dogs, cats,
cows and horses.  Even his younger brother, a grade school student,
commented, "aren't we just animals?"  When a person buys into that
evolutionary concept then there are no absolutes.  There is no such thing as
truth.   There are no moral absolutes.  There is no such thing as right and
wrong.  That is where we are at today.  Officials in a small Texas town
couldn't understand how a 15-year-old girl and her 10-year-old brother could
stab and suffocate their 6-year-old brother and bury him in woods behind
their home.  When there are no absolutes.  When you are told we are just
animals and we should do what feels good, then such things should not
surprise us.  But you and I have been changed by the power of God's Word and
we operate under a totally different set of values and morals.  We believe
that we are not the products of chance and billions of years of evolution.
We are special creations of our great and loving God and Shepherd.  As the
psalmist writes, "The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the
dry land.  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord
our Maker."  (Ps 95:5-6)  Our Almighty God has given you and me and all
things in this world life.  He is the creator of all things.  There is
someone who made all this.  It didn't just happen by chance.

Not only is our Good Shepherd our Maker, he is also the one who preserves
us.  As the psalmist writes, "For the LORD is the great God, the great King
above all gods.  In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain
peaks belong to him."  (Ps. 95:3-4)  Everything we see around us belongs to
God and he is providing for us and protecting us.  God didn't just make this
world and walk away from it.  He is still active in this world and in our
own personal lives.  Just as a shepherd doesn't merely own his sheep, he
sees to it that they have the food and water they need.  He sees that they
are protected from the attacks of wild animals.  So our Good Shepherd the
Lord Jesus provides for our needs both physical and spiritual.  He protects
us from those who want to destroy our faith and us.  As Jesus once said, "So
do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or
'What shall we wear?'  For the pagans run after all these things and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and
his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well."
(Matthew 6:31-33)  When our Good Shepherd ascended into heaven he made a
promise to us.  He said, "And surely I am with you always to the very end of
the age."  (Matthew 28:20b)

Another wonderful work of our Shepherd is that he is the rock of our
deliverance.  As the psalmist wrote, "let us shout aloud to the Rock of our
salvation."  What is this rock?  When you think of a rock, you may think of
something that is lasting and strong.  In the Bible God is referred to as a
Rock.  Moses wrote, "I will proclaim the name of the LORD.  Oh, praise the
greatness of our God!  He is the Rock, his works are perfect and his ways
are just.  A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he."
(Deuteronomy 32:3-4)

What has God our Rock delivered us from?  He has delivered us from our
enemies, sin, death and Satan.  We have just celebrated Easter.  We have
rejoiced in the truth that our enemies have been defeated.  Sin no longer
has power over us.  You and I have the ability to say "no!" to sin's
temptations.  Do we always say no?  No, we don't.  We still gossip.  We
still lie.  We still are dissatisfied and discontent.  We still want things
that we can't have.  But God has pardoned our sins.  The blood of Jesus
Christ erases our guilt and shame.  Death has lost its sting and power in
our lives.  As followers of Jesus Christ, we now view death as crossing the
finish line and receiving the first place winner's trophy, the crown of
glory won for us by our living Savior, Jesus.  Even Satan, our chief and
most powerful enemy has lost his control over us.  He still attempts to
accuse us, to drive us to hopelessness and despair.  But we can respond,
"What you are trying to get us to believe are lies.  My good Shepherd Jesus
loves me.  My good Shepherd has forgiven me.  My good Shepherd is always
with me and he is always working everything for good in my life."

OUR RESPONSE

When you hear news like that, you respond.  Just as we when we heard the
news of the terrorist attacks on September 11th, there was a response by the
people of our nation.  When we hear the news of what our Good Shepherd has
done and continues to do for us, there is a response.  In fact, the psalmist
calls on us to be filled with awe; with joy and thankfulness.

God is awesome.  When you consider what he has done; when you consider who
he is, you can't help but be filled with awe.  That's why we have come here
today to worship.  We are saying, "God you are worthy of my attention.  You
are worthy of my time.  As the psalmist encourages us, "Come, let us bow
down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker; for he is our God
and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care."  (Psalm
95:6-7)  We are not worthy to stand before our God for all that he has done
for us.  And we have done absolutely nothing to deserve what we have
received.  In fact, what we have done should cause God to wipe us off the
earth and totally forget us.  But our God is a loving and forgiving God, who
cares about us and wants us to be with him forever.  That's awesome.

When something great happens to you, you are filled with emotions that are
often difficult to describe.  We often express our emotions and feelings in
songs and in words.  The psalmist encourages us to do so, He writes, "Come,
let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our
salvation." (Psalm 95:1)  Our songs in worship are an expression of our joy.
When we tell others about the great things our God has done and what he
means in our lives those are our shouts of joy.  We are telling God how
great he is and we are telling others how great our God is and what he means
in our lives.  And God uses those words to change other people's lives and
to bring them to him.  For our God wants all people to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth.

Finally the psalmist says to us, "Let us come before him with thanksgiving
and extol him with music and song."  (Psalm 95:2)  When someone does
something great for you, you respond by saying "Thank you."  And often we
may do something in return for that person to demonstrate our thanks.  The
lives that we live are one way that we are saying thank you, Good Shepherd
for all that you have done and continue to do for me.  The offerings that we
bring to the Lord are our way of saying, "Jesus, this is what you mean to
me.  You are important and special in my life."

Why all this activity on part?  It is as the psalmist wrote, "He is our God
and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care."  (Psalm
95:6)  Jesus Christ is our Shepherd for all seasons.


Amen.

