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“Won’t Listen?  God Does Give Signs”   Isaiah 7:10-14

“I can’t believe it!  That’s impossible.  I don’t believe a word you are saying.”  Have you ever made such remarks or thought them?  We are living in a time of skepticism.  Many of us have a hard time believing anything that the leaders of our country tell us.  For time and time again they have been proven to be lies or the people speaking the words have been shown to be thieves and scoundrels.  The moral bankruptcy of our nation and its people leads most to be cynical and unbelieving.

These times are not much different from the setting of our Scripture reading about 700 years before the birth of Jesus.  As we study the historical setting surrounding a prophecy that many of us know by heart, “Behold, the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) – we focus our minds on this thought – WON’T LISTEN?  GOD DOES GIVE SIGNS.  We note that I) People Have A Hard Time Believing.  Yet we are encouraged with the fact that II) God Does Give Signs.

PEOPLE HAVE A HARD TIME BELIEVING

We are a people who are extremely independent and self-reliant.  We assume that we can deal with anything that comes our way.  We have operated under the principle that we are the masters of our fate and the captains of our souls.  We have been told that we need to trust in our strength and ourselves and we can conquer and deal with anything.  The events of September 11, 2001, however, have shaken that self-confidence and that belief that we are impregnable and unconquerable.  A similar situation faced the people of Judah and their king Ahaz between 735 and 715 BC.

Ahaz was running scared.  The king of Israel, Pekah, and King Rezin of Aram (Syria) had made an alliance and had attacked Judah.  In one day Pekah’s forces had killed 120,000 Jewish soldiers and taken 200,000 captive.  Needless to say, Ahaz was not feeling too secure.  In addition to his problems with the nations surrounding him, Ahaz had also gone to the worship of other gods in addition to the true God.  He had put altars to idols in the temple of the true God in Jerusalem.

With all these problems Ahaz assumes that he had better do something to make sure that his nation is not overrun and he loses his throne as king.  God had told Ahaz that he had nothing to worry.  For the Lord had promised that David’s throne would last forever and Ahaz was a descendant of David and was sitting on that throne.  But that wasn’t enough for Ahaz.  He thought he had better do something.  So he sent a delegation up north to the King of Assyria seeking an alliance and help from this heathen and barbaric nation.  God then sends his prophet Isaiah to Ahaz to give him yet another promise to assure him that these enemies will not overrun and destroy Judah.  Rather God tells Ahaz that Israel will be destroyed.  He had nothing to worry about for himself or for the people of Judah.  Yet Ahaz does not believe God’s promise.  He thinks he has to do something to protect his people and position.

Does this sound familiar?  Often you and I when facing trials and difficulties assume that we have to handle this all by ourselves.  We think that everything lies on our shoulders and we have to fix it and make it right.  When uncertain and difficult times come, we look inside ourselves or to others for the strength and wisdom we need to deal with this problem.  Like Ahaz we don’t believe the promises of God.  Jesus said, “So do not worry saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after all of these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you was well.” (Matthew 6:31-33)  Often we run scared when facing a serious illness or operation and yet our God says, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  (Isaiah 41:10)  When we face the uncertain future and have to deal with hardships and difficult times we fail to remember the promise of our God, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)  Likewise when we have to deal with all the guilt and consequences that our rebellion and disobedience bring into our lives we ignore or refuse to accept the promise of God, “As far as the east is from the west, so far have I removed your sins from you.”  (Psalm 103:12)

It’s hard to believe, isn’t it?  When things are going well and all is fine, then it’s easy to trust God.  But when the going gets rough and the future is more and more uncertain, it is not as easy to lay everything in the Lord’s hand and trust his promises.  Job when he lost all of his children and his great wealth, said, “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.”  (Job 1:21b)  When Job lost his health and was afflicted with terrible and painful boils then Job’s wife turned and told Job, “Curse God and die.”  (Job 2:9b)  Yet Job still trusted the Lord.  In faith he said, “Shall we accept good from God and not trouble?” (Job 2:10)  But after time Job also questions God and doubts his promises and wants some answers to why he has to undergo all these troubles.

In spite of all our doubts, questions and unbelief, God is patient with us just as he was patient with Ahaz.  For God’s desire and purpose is that none of us be lost, but that all of us come to faith and be saved forever.

GOD DOES GIVE SIGNS

God demonstrates his patience as he offers Ahaz a sign so that he will believe the promises that God has made to him again and again.  We hear the LORD say to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” (v. 11) Notice that the LORD still refers to himself as Ahaz’s God.  Ahaz has added other gods to his belief and worship system, yet the LORD has not written Ahaz off.  He still loves Ahaz and reaches out to him.  He offers to perform any sign that Ahaz may ask to prove to Ahaz that the promises he has made to him can be trusted and will be kept.

Ahaz response seems rather strange.  If you were given an opportunity to have God perform some sign for you, wouldn’t you jump at it?  Ahaz doesn’t.  Suddenly he turns pious and says, “I will not ask.  I will not put the Lord to the test.”  (v. 12) That sounds so religious and nice, yet it is a statement of unbelief and rejection of God and his offer.  Ahaz was telling God I don’t want you and I don’t need your promises.  I can take care of myself, thank you.

Isaiah, the prophet does not remain silent.  He immediately says to Ahaz, “Hear now, you house of David!  Is it not enough to try the patience of men?  Will you try the patience of my God also?”  (v. 13) Whether Ahaz wants a sign or not, God is going to give him one.  But this sign points ahead to a greater rescue and deliverance that would take place over 700 years later.  God would protect Ahaz and the people of Judah and the kings of Israel and Syria would fall.  But there was a greater deliverer who was to come.  Listen to the sign that God gives to Ahaz, “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (v. 14) This sign was not fulfilled in Ahaz’s lifetime.

Two thousand years ago this sign was fulfilled.  When a young teenage virgin is expecting a child, her carpenter fiancé faces a dilemma.  What is Joseph going to do?  He knows that he is not the father of this child.  He naturally assumes that his fiancée Mary has been messing around and has been unfaithful to him.  Joseph has three options.  He can have Mary publicly stoned to death by the community for adultery.  She has broken her promise to be faithful to him and death is the penalty according to the law.  Or Joseph could take Mary as his wife and have everyone assume that they had pre-marital relations and he was the father of the child.  Or He could divorce her quietly and send her out of town to have the baby elsewhere so she wouldn’t be publicly disgraced.  Joseph chose to divorce her quietly, end the relationship and go on with his life.  After he had made that decision, an angel appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21)  Matthew then makes this comment in his Gospel, “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet, ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ – which means, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:22-23)

God does keep all of his promises and the birth of Jesus Christ is a sign for us that this is true.  We don’t have to be afraid.  God is with us.  The God-Man is born in that cave in Bethlehem.  He lived, died and rose from the grave conquering death for all of us.  When he ascended into heaven he promised us, “And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:20b)  God is still with us.

Listen to God’s word to you.  Trust him.  He is faithful and keeps every one of his promises to you.  See his sign.  God is with you.

                                                                                                                 Amen

