Choir Concert at Saint Mark’s

Sermonette on Luke 1:46-47

December 14, 2003


Fellow children of God—through our approaching Savior, Jesus Christ:


A couple songs in this morning’s choir concert got me to thinking….  “Mary, Did You Know?” “A Simple Stable”, where Mary was, “Still, Still, Still,” maybe the lullaby that Mary sang.  Those selections got me to thinking: What was Mary feeling?


I mean: Put yourself in Mary’s shoes, or sandals, or more probably the bare feet of that not-very-wealthy woman.  Put yourself in her feet, maybe as she travels those several days to visit Elizabeth.  How are you feeling?


Are you feeling proud?  After all, God’s holy angel Gabriel has just told you that you will be the mother of God.  For four thousand years, Eve’s believing daughters had awaited the birth of the Savior through one of them.  And you are the fulfillment of that expectation!  Isaiah had prophesied that a virgin would conceive and bear “God with us”.  And you are that virgin!  Are you feeling proud?


Put yourself in Mary’s feet, as she visits Elizabeth….  Are you a little embarrassed?  Are you a little worried over perceptions?  After all, you’re pregnant, and you are not married.  Even still in our day and age, that’s an embarrassment, because it means that you and your fellow have failed to trust God’s good commands in regard to marriage.  That wasn’t the case, of course, for Mary—but it would be the perception of most, no doubt.  So, are you a little embarrassed?  


Or, if you are Mary, are you overwhelmed?  Are you overwhelmed with your new responsibility?  You will give birth to God!  You will nurse God!  You will provide for God in his infant years!  You will protect God in his childhood!  You will raise God!  You are responsible for God!  Are you a bit overwhelmed?!


And: are you a little scared?  The Maker of heaven and earth now inhabits your womb.  God your Creator will be born from you.  Your holy God will live inside your house—observing your every action, hearing your every word.  Does that make you a little scared?  


Put yourself in Mary’s shoes, or sandals, or feet….  How are you feeling?  Well, here’s what Mary was feeling—in her own words to Elizabeth, also words God inspired to you, in Luke chapter one, verses forty-six and forty-seven: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  


See: far from being proud, Mary acknowledges her sinfulness and her need for a Savior.  Overcoming any embarrassment, Mary glorifies God.  Although she feels overwhelmed, Mary rejoices in Christ.  She knows that her baby Jesus will save her from the sins that he’s going to observe in her life.  


And isn’t that why we’re singing today?  Jesus is our Lord, who loved us so much as to enter our world for us!  Jesus is our God, whose grace is so great that he lived his life in your place!  Jesus is our Savior, who was born to die to take our sins away—and born to rise to leave them in his tomb.  


That’s why we’re singing today!  Each of us joins Mary in saying: MY soul glorifies the Lord, and: MY spirit rejoices in God MY Savior.  Praise be to him eternally—also from our hearts and lips and voices!!!  Amen.

