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Moses once said to the Israelites, and today the Lord says to us: You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”  But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration this Thanksgiving is Psalm one hundred forty-five, verses fifteen through twenty-one.  You’ll find it in your service folder, and I’d like you to read it out loud along with me:  


The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 


The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 


He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 


My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.


This is the Word of the Lord.

Introduction: Do You Live Your Life Content, or Dissatisfied?

Dear fellow Christians:

In what kind of mood do you live your life?  

I mean: think of the way you feel generally.  …Are you generally happy? or sad?  …Are you generally satisfied? or dissatisfied?  …Are you mostly content? or mostly a malcontent?  

I’m guessing that all of us have to say that sometimes we are dissatisfied malcontents.  That’s why it’s really good that once every year – on Thanksgiving – we are practically forced to count our many blessings.  

Theme: My Mouth Will Praise the Lord Forever and Eternally!
God’s Word to us today will help us do that.  God’s Word will lead us to say with King David: * MY MOUTH WILL PRAISE THE LORD FOREVER & ETERNALLY.  According to this Word from God, each of us has three good reasons to praise the Lord.  First of all: (1) HE PROVIDES FOR ME.  Secondly, (2) HE LOVES ME.  And finally, (3) HE PROTECTS ME.  

Part One: The Lord Provides for Me
As I mentioned, it was King David who wrote the words of this psalm, some three thousand years ago.  Nevertheless, his ancient words are entirely applicable to our souls on this latest Thanksgiving Day.  

God’s Word to us today begins with David marveling.  He writes: The eyes of all look to you, O Lord, and you give them their food at the proper time. You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.  

The eyes of all—for you they wait, O Lord.  And think of all those eyes!  The eyes of every insect, the eyes of every fish, the eyes of every bird, the eyes of every animal, the eyes of every mammal, the eyes of six billion human beings—they all finally wait upon the Lord.  

And you give them their food at the right time.  Spring, summer, fall, and winter, the animals get what they need to survive.  Morning, noon, and night, really practically every day, very generally, all those human beings get what they need to eat.

And all in its season.  It’s the Lord who causes the seeds to sprout in their season.  It’s the Lord who causes the plants to grow in their season.  It’s the Lord who brings forth the harvest in its season.  And it’s the Lord who brings life from death, again and again, the following springtime.  What a miracle!  

And how richly this applies to us!  Today we’ll have our fill of turkey and fixings, and tomorrow we’ll have delicious leftovers.  During Christmas time Christmas cheer will warm our tummies.  Christmas cookies will delight our taste buds.  And all through the year not a day will go by that the Lord won’t feed us well.

Not only that, You open your hand and fulfill what is pleasing for everything living.  The trees need a covering?  The Lord gives them bark.  The animals need a covering?  The Lord gives them fur or fins or feathers.  We need a covering?  The Lord doesn’t just give us clothes, he gives us warm clothes, colorful clothes, comfortable clothes!  

And not only so, but he also gives us shelter.  And he doesn’t just give us shelter, he gives us mansions—yes: mansions!  We have fairly spacious, fairly airtight, climate-controlled, cozy mansions outfitted with electricity, running water hot and cold, refrigerators, stoves, washers, dryers, stereos, TV’s, and computers—not to mention more vehicles than we have drivers in order to transport us between each others’ mansions!  

Wow!!!  No wonder David says at the end of the psalm: My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.  How can we keep ourselves from thanking God today and every day?  He provides for us, richly and daily!

Part Two: The Lord Loves Me
Now, maybe someone might say to me, “Pastor, I’ll admit God takes care of my needs—and even my many wants.  But I’m still hurting.  I’ve lost a loved one recently,” or “I’ve lost my income recently,” or “I’m still really lonely.  Does God still really care?”  

Well, David continues: The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  

Right is the Lord in all his paths.  Even if we suffer, we’ve got to admit: we deserve suffering.  Even if we suffer, we’ve got to admit: the Lord is treating us more gently than he ought.  Even if we suffer, we’ve got to say: the Lord means this for my good.  And very often he even reveals to us in short order what it is he has in mind for us.  

And he is kind in all his doings.  Even when we suffer, we’ve got to acknowledge God’s kindness.  He kindly gave us life.  He kindly gave us parents.  He was a parent to us, even if our parents were not.  He has kindly given us our friends.  He has kindly given us our families.  He himself is our very best friend and has made us a part of his family.

The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  The Lord is not a remote God.  He’s not aloof.  We don’t have to make a spectacle of ourselves to get his attention.  We don’t have to please him enough for him to pay attention to us.  

Aren’t you glad our God is near?  He’s nearer than any friend, because his signal is never busy.  He’s always willing to visit with us, however long we’d like; we need only pick up and read his Word and then fold our hands in prayer.  He’s near enough to have scrubbed our souls clean in Holy Baptism.  He’s near enough to inhabit our souls through Lord’s Supper.  And he loves us no matter what.

Wow!!!  No wonder David says at the end of the psalm: My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.  How can we keep ourselves from thanking God today and every day?  He loves us, without failure!

Part Three: The Lord Protects Me
Now, maybe someone might say to me, “Pastor, it’s true: God has been good to me, and God is near to me.  But can I be sure it will always be that way?”  

Well, David concludes: He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.  

Brothers and sisters: He does hear our cry, and he does save  us.  

I run short of money, and I cry out, “Lord, how am I going to feed my family?”  And the Lord says to me – Philippians four, nineteen – My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
You get lonely, and you cry out, “Lord, I can’t stand this any more!”  And the Lord says to you – Proverbs eighteen, twenty-four – I am your friend, who sticks closer than a brother.  
I get sick, and I cry out, “God, heal me!”  And the Lord says to me – Romans five, three and four – Boast in sufferings! because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.
You face death, and you cry out, “God, help me!”  And the Jesus says to you – John eleven, twenty-five and twenty-six: I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  


See: we sin.  And our conscience rightly accuses us.  And we kick ourselves.  And we’re just furious with ourselves for our stupidity.  And Jesus says: “My child, settle down.  It’s true; that sin was more reprehensible than you ever knew.  But it’s gone—not ignored, but punished; not upon you, but upon me.  I was sledgehammered to the cross for you.  I defeated hell for you.  Your sin took my breath away.  And my breath gave you life.”  

Wow!!!  No wonder David says at the end of the psalm: My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.  How can we keep ourselves from thanking God today and every day?  He protects us, body and soul, forever and ever!
Conclusion: We just Have to Be Praising the Lord!
So, in what kind of mood do you live your life? – … happy? or sad?  …satisfied? or dissatisfied?  …content? or malcontent?  

Personally, I can’t live life sad or dissatisfied or malcontent anymore—not with such a great God, not with Jesus Christ my Savior.  When somebody asks me how I’m doing, it’s got to be good.  When I lie down in bed, or wake up in the morning, it’s got to be thankfully.  And when the church’s bell rings, I’ve got to be here.  

My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD!  Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever!  Amen.  


Moses once said to the Israelites, and today the Lord says to us: When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.  Amen.  
