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As Isaiah once wrote: Surely Jesus took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows.  …He was stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted—for us!  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration this morning is the third part of a four-week focus on the prophecy of Isaiah.  Listen to Isaiah, chapter fifty-five, verses eight through eleven:  

"My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”


This is the Word of our Lord.

Introduction: We Are Richly Blessed With Water—& God’s Word

Dear fellow Christians—who confide in the compassionate power of Scripture:

Sometimes you just don’t know how good you’ve got it….  That’s true, isn’t it?  And sometimes I think that’s especially true for us in Watertown and its environs.  

Let me give you one example I bet you’ve hardly considered: …Water.  I’ve read repeatedly recently that water is going to become a precious commodity – maybe the most precious commodity – of the twenty-first century.  And already it’s very precious.  

Although this planet is blanketed with water, ninety-seven-and-a-half percent of it is less-than-usable salt-water.  Of the two-and-a-half percent that is freshwater: most of it is in the polar ice caps; so, only one percent of the two-and-a-half percent that is fresh water is usable.  It means that: out of every ten thousand cups of water on the face of the earth, one cup or two or three are worthwhile for human consumption.  

That’s still plenty of water, by the way, if people use it with care.  But mostly we don’t—which is why half the people on the planet are short of water, and in a quarter of a century that will be two-thirds of the population.  Nevertheless, Americans are blessed to use some one hundred twenty-five gallons of fresh water every day—fifty to one hundred times what people can use in some other countries.  

And that’s true nation-wide.  But how much more aren’t we blessed in a place called “Water”town?—with a sizeable river winding through our city, near the biggest group of freshwater lakes on earth, with two-and-a-half feet of rain every year and two-and-a-half feet of snow year by year.

Theme: Confide in the Compassionate Power of Scripture
So, what does that have to do with what God wants to say to us today? – Well, in Isaiah’s prophecy to us today, the Lord compares his Word to water—specifically to precipitation: to the rain and the snow.  The Lord makes that comparison to encourage us to * CONFIDE IN THE COMPASSIONATE POWER OF SCRIPTURE!  Today God will be reminding us that (1) WE IGNORE & UNDERUTILIZE HIS WORD.  But 
(2) THE LORD EMPHASIZES ITS COMPASSIONATE POWER.  And therefore 
(3) WE WANT TO DIVULGE & DEVOUR GOD’S WORD.

Exposition: The Lord Emphasized to Judah

the Compassionate Power of His Word
The background here is important.  Isaiah lived about seven hundred fifty years before Jesus walked the earth.  And Isaiah wrote about the time that his people of Judah would go into exile to Babylon—about six hundred years before Christ.  

Now, if you lived among God’s people back at that time: having experienced war, having experienced deportation, sitting in exile, sitting in slavery—if you lived among God’s people back at that time, what would you want God to do for you?  …Well, I’m guessing I’d say, “God, punish these captors of ours—even more than we’ve been punished!  God, get us released from this slavery and exile!  And one more thing, God: be spectacular about it—do it fast!”

But what did God say? – You heard it before, and this is our sermon text: "My thoughts are not your thoughts – better: not my plans are your plans – neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.  God didn’t have in mind primarily punishment.  And God wasn’t going to release the Israelites spectacularly and fast.  Why not? – "As the heavens are higher than the earth – infinitely higher! – so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.  The all-knowing, omniscient God knew better how to benefit his people.  
And he reveals to them his infinitely higher plans and paths.  He says: “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
The words are self-explanatory, aren’t they?  And they show a magnificent understanding of the water cycle.  But of course, the Creator of the water cycle and of all things wrote these words!  He says, “Precipitation comes down, and crops grow up.  My word comes down, and praise goes up.  Israel: all you need is my word.  It will win your souls.  It will win the souls of some of your captors.  And you will give me praise.”  
In brief, that’s God’s Word to us today.  So, what do we need to learn from it? – Let me suggest to you three things…. First of all, we’ve got to admit: We ignore and underutilize God’s Word.  Secondly, we’ve got to rejoice: The Lord emphasizes the compassionate power of his Word.  And third, we’ve got to re-commit ourselves: We want to devour and divulge God’s Word.

Application One: We Ignore & Underutilize God’s Word
So, first of all: We ignore and underutilize God’s Word.  

It’s sort of the way we in Watertown take our water for granted.  We’re so blessed!  All our factories and workplaces have the water they need.  Our farms and fields generally have the water they need.  We have the water we need: to drink, to shower, and even to swim. – But if it’s raining when I want to mow the lawn, I complain.  If it snows when I have other things to do rather than shoveling, I complain.  I tend not to know the blessings I’ve got.  

It’s that way with God’s Word….  At Jesus’ time: most people, probably, were unable to read.  Far fewer people had a copy of even one book of the Bible.  Synagogues treasured it if they had a copy of each of the scrolls.  In contrast, we Americans are generally able to read.  Furthermore, we average four Bibles per household!  And what do we do? – We let them gather dust!  What a waste!

It’s the same way with hearing God’s Word….  During the time of the Old Testament – still the majority of the history of this world – God’s Word was heard only in the Middle East, and chiefly in Israel.  Even now, so many officially irreligious nations (like communist China), so many officially pagan nations (like the Islamic countries): they discourage, they harass, they persecute, they even put to death Christians.  In contrast, we Americans all have access to Christian churches!  We in Watertown enjoy a multiplicity of true-teaching churches!  But we’re not always weekly in church.  Or if I’m here, I’m not always singing with gusto, praying with passion, and listening with understanding and attentive ears.  And that’s really ugly!  

We ignore and underutilize God’s Word….

Application Two: The Lord Emphasizes 

the Compassionate Power of His Word
So, if you were God, how would you respond?  …With anger?  With power?  With punishment? – Here’s how God reacted: “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  

See: God loved you.  God gently rained down upon you his Word from heaven.  Probably long ago, though maybe more recently, God poured water upon you and spoke his Word: I baptize you, I wash you, and I adopt you—“I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  He washed you clean of every sin.  He adopted you into his family.  

And that water subsequently made you bud and flourish and yield a crop.  You’ve grown to know how it was that you got washed up and adopted into God’s family.  Jesus Christ accomplished that.  He grew up like an innocent, tender shoot.  He grew to blossom and flourish.  And when the time was ripe: he went to seed and died, so that you might sprout and blossom and flourish as his offspring.  

Jesus is genuine seed for the sower and bread for the eater, as it says here.  In fact, his body really is bread for your soul.  That’s especially true in Lord’s Supper, where he says, “Take and eat.  This is my body.  Take and drink.  This is my blood.  You’ve heard about them.  Now see them.  And handle them.  And taste them.  My body is yours.  My blood is yours.  I am yours.  And you are mine.  And it’s that way forever.”

That’s the way the Lord emphasizes the compassionate power of his Word.  
Application Three: We Want to Devour & Divulge God’s Word
And that’s why we want to devour and divulge God’s Word….  I take those thoughts from Isaiah’s own words: My word yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, Just the way precipitation produces a double yield: enough both to feed people and to plant new crops, God’s Word produces a double yield: enough to feed us and enough for us to feed others.  

So, feed on God’s Word!  Get to church.  Get to church not once a month, not once every other week, not usually, but always: unless you can honestly say God’s got something else in mind for you – probably some emergency – some particular week.  

Feed on God’s Word!  Read the Bible.  Read the Bible: not just rarely, not just occasionally, not just a little; read the Bible frequently and voluminously.  You can do it.  It’s just a matter of putting your mind to it.  And you will be amazed at the blessings it brings right away to your life.  

Don’t just feed on God’s Word; share it!  When you read the Bible, invite occasionally a family member to read it with you.  Or if it’s within your power – especially if you’re a parent – insist on your family members reading the Bible with you.  

Don’t just feed on God’s Word; share it!  When you come to church, invite others and offer them a ride to come along with you.  If it’s within your power – again, especially as a parent – insist that they come with you.  

By the way, you’ll soon have a special opportunity to do some of this inviting to church….  

You know, we are exceedingly blessed here at Saint Mark’s.  We worship this world’s only God.  By his grace we hold in our hands his pure Word.  We have eternal peace with God through faith in Jesus Christ.  

Surrounded by these blessings, appreciative of these blessings: as a pastor in this congregation, just one thing grieves me more than all others….  During any given week, out of every three or four members of Saint Mark’s: only one is here in worship to rejoice over the Savior.  I’m really, honestly concerned for the souls of the others.  And I know that you are, too.

I’m also convinced that the one easiest, biggest thing we can do together to encourage those souls is simply to phone them up and invite them to church.  It will remind them that their Savior loves them.  It will tell them that we care about them.  It will create an atmosphere and an expectation that members of Saint Mark’s regularly rejoice in their Savior here.  

This autumn we’re going to enlist you solid, mature, concerned Christians for the task.  This coming year – our hundred fiftieth anniversary year – we’ll have opportunity every month to invite our brothers and sisters to special services.  We will do that inviting.  God will bless it.  And precious souls will again rejoice in peace with God through Jesus Christ.  

Conclusion: We Want to Avoid Being Flooded

by the Judgment of God’s Word
To conclude: God’s Word is like water from heaven itself.  Sisters and brothers: drink deeply of it.  Brothers and sisters: scrub yourself clean in it.  Friends in Christ: invite others in for a swim—and Jesus will wash them clean, as well.  Amen.  


As Isaiah once wrote: We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all.  Amen.
