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Jesus once said, in the Gospel of Mark: Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.  Thank God we’re among those who trust in Christ and are saved!  Amen.


God's Word to us this morning is the third part of a five-week sermon series from toward the end of the Gospel of Mark—specifically Mark chapter ten, verses forty-six through fifty-two: 


Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." 

So they called to the blind man, "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you." Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 

"What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. 

The blind man said, "Rabbi, I want to see." 

"Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
 
This is God's Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Some Difficulties Defy Solution

Dear fellow Christians—who trust in Christ and are saved:


Some difficulties that we face in life defy human solution.  That’s true, isn’t it?  


Some of you are going through that on your jobs.  Either you’re desperately looking for work, or you are desperately unhappy at work.  And it’s a difficulty that defies solution.


Some of you are going through that in your relationships.  Either you’re very lonely without close relationships, or the close relationships you have are very rocky.  And it’s a difficulty that defies solution.  


Some of you are going through it in your own bodies.  You might face chronic pain; you might be suffering chronic illness; some of you are even staring death straight in the face.  And it’s a difficulty that defies solution.

Theme: Persevere in Faith and Prayer!

Well, God's Word to us today introduces us to another man who faced difficulties that defy solution.  But he met a man who exercised some powerful mercy upon him.  Through this word from God, then, the Lord will urge us to: * PERSEVERE IN FAITH AND PRAYER!  We’ll persevere in faith and prayer (1) DESPITE DIFFICULTIES AND DISCOURAGEMENT, (2) DUE TO OUR SAVIOR’S MERCY.  

Part One: Bartimaeus Faced Difficulties and Discouragement

It was probably late in the winter of the year thirty ad—and certainly only some days or weeks before Jesus’ death for our sins and his resurrection for our eternal life.

As it says here: Then they came to Jericho—that is: Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd.  Jericho was a major town.  I’m guessing that back then it might have had a population of some ten thousand.  It lay twenty miles down the hills east of Jerusalem, and five miles up the hills west of the Jordan River.  Jesus, and his disciples, together with a large crowd were there – and that had to have been hundreds of people – traveling together to the Passover Festival.  

It says: as they were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging.  Now, think of this man’s predicament!  He was blind—and this was before the advent of laser surgery or even eyeglasses.  He was sitting by the roadside begging—because back then that’s the way a poor unfortunate like him tried to make a living for himself.  And even his title gives us a clue as to the depth of his difficulties.  He was known not by his own name at all, but rather as the Son of Timaeus—I think probably because he was completely dependent upon his father’s household to take care of him.  

Well, it goes on to say: When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth passing by, he began to shout, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" And then we get to see that the man had not only all the aforementioned difficulties, but also the discouragement of others telling him to shut up—because it says: Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet.  

Application One: We Face Difficulties and Discouragement

Now: can you relate to Bartimaeus?  …He faced some serious difficulties.  Do you?  He faced some serious discouragement.  How about you?  


I bet you can relate to Bartimaeus!  He had difficulties that defy human solution, and you have difficulties that defy human solution.  


Maybe it has to do with your job—or your schooling….  Maybe today’s six-point-two percent unemployment rate has you looking in vain for a job.  Or maybe a bad boss, or crummy co-workers, or cranky customers make you want a new job, but the unemployment rate discourages you from looking for one.  Or maybe you’re a student, and you have no choice but to be a student, but you struggle with your subjects or your fellow students, and you just can’t stand it.  


Maybe your difficulty that defies human solution has to do with your relationships….  Try as hard as you might, you can’t get anyone else interested in you.  Or if you’re a child, you can’t get your parents’ attention.  Or if you’re a parent, you can’t get your kids to listen to you.  Or if you’re a husband or a wife, you can’t avoid strife.  I read recently that seventy percent of marriage problems are, finally, irresolvable – the wife and the husband will never agree on them – and I guess I believe that’s true.  Is that the difficulty you face?


Or maybe the difficulty that defies human solution has to do with your health….  You have chronic pain, and you have doctored with everybody, but all to no avail.  You suffer long-term sickness, and there really is no solution to your infirmity.  Or you know that you are just not long for this life.  


And that brings us to our chief difficulty….  Even if you’re in good health, even if everything is great between you and family and friends, even if you love your job and it loves you, you’re still sometime going to grow weak and feeble and get sick and die.  And then you: a sinner, someone who was born not trusting God, someone who often loved yourself more than God, someone who failed always to fear God—then you fall into the hands of that holy God!  And then: What becomes of you?  

Part Two: Bartimaeus Received His Savior’s Mercy

…Well, Bartimaeus – for one – had the answer.  Despite his blindness, despite his begging, despite his dependence – and despite all the discouragement of having a crowd telling him to shut up – we read: He shouted all the more, "Jesus!  Son of David, have mercy on me!"  

“Jesus!” he called out.  Literally, Jesus’ name means “rescuer”—and Bartimaeus trusted Jesus as his rescuer.  “Son of David!” he called out.  And this descendant of David would also be the Lord of David, a Christian’s eternal Shepherd-King—and Bartimaeus knew that.  “Have mercy on me!” he shouted—knowing only Jesus could resolve his problems.  And now Bartimaeus’ entire life began to change….

Jesus stopped and said, "Call him"—giving Bartimaeus the opportunity to approach him.  

So they called to the blind man, "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you."—now others were giving him encouragement.  

Throwing his cloak aside—without hindrance, he jumped to his feet—without reservation, and came to Jesus. 

"What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him—again: giving Bartimaeus the opportunity to be heard and to have his prayer answered.  

The blind man said – displaying a whole bunch of boldness – "Rabbi, I want to see." 

"Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you"—literally: “your faith has saved you.” And with those words, Jesus as much as said, “Bartimaeus, you can always trust me.  From me, you receive sight.  And from me you receive heaven.  Every time you use your eyes, remember to place full confidence in me.  

And it says: Immediately he received his sight, and gratefully he followed Jesus along the road.
Appropriation Two: We Receive Our Savior’s Mercy

Now, the story ends no differently for you.  


Like Bartimaeus, you were blind—unable to find your way to life with God eternally.  Like Bartimaeus, you were a beggar—poverty-stricken in your appeal for the righteousness that God demands.  Like Bartimaeus, you were dependent—dependent upon the kindness of your Heavenly Father for everything.  


And the Holy Spirit has caused you to cry out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  And he has had mercy on you and on me!  

Jesus turned on the lights, pointed you to the cross, and said, “There!  There you’ll find your way to heaven.  The blood you see running down my body is your pathway to paradise.  The groaning you hear coming from my lips is your password to paradise.  My death is your eternal life.”  

Jesus counted out his riches, gave them to you, and said, “There!  There you’ll find what you need to buy your way into paradise.  My kindness: shown to Bartimaeus and to you, my love: for my disciples and for you, my mercy…: these are all you need to live with God forever.”  

And Jesus says: Therefore: “You can always trust in me.  …You lack for work? – I will either find it for you, at just the right time, or I will enable you to survive without.  And in the end, I’ll give you lovely labor in heavenly glory.  …You lack for love? – I will either restore it to you, at just the right time, or I will enable you to survive on my alone.  And in the end, you’ll experience my love perfectly eternally.  …You lack for health? – I will either restore it to you, at just the right time, or I will enable you to endure your sicknesses.  And in the end, I’ll deliver you from all your pain and renew your body absolutely everlastingly.”  


Finally: despite difficulties and discouragement, we receive our Savior’s mercy.

Conclusion: We Need to Persevere in Faith and Prayer


So, how are we going to respond? – Well, again: we take our clue from Bartimaeus….

Even when the crowds discouraged him, Bartimaeus persevered in prayer.  So: I don’t care if your family and friends tell you you’re nuts for doing so, don’t ever tire of bringing your problems to your Savior in prayer.  

When Christ called him, Bartimaeus threw off his outer clothes to run to Jesus without hindrance.  We need to do the same.  Whatever sin is keeping you from Christ—throw it off, get rid of it, and run to Jesus without hindrance.  

When Jesus asked him what he wanted, Bartimaeus boldly asked for sight.  So: whatever your difficulties are, boldly cry out for Christ’s mercy – and even get specific – confidentally expecting Christ’s blessings.  

Finally, after he had been healed, Bartimaeus followed Jesus along the road.  My brother, my sister: Follow Jesus along the road!  Where he lives, you visit.  Where he speaks, you listen.  The way he acts, you act.  And where he has gone, you will go—through your faith in his mercy forever!  Amen.


Jesus once said, in the Gospel of Mark: Everything is possible for him who believes.  Thank God we’re among those who trust in Christ and are saved!  Amen.
