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The Bible says: You have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  Thank God for that!  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration, as the school year draws near, is First Peter, chapter one, verse twenty-two through chapter two, verse three:


Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the word that was preached to you. 


Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

This is God's Spirit-inspired Word regarding Jesus Christ.    

Introduction: Charity & Sincerity Are Rare Commodities

Dear fellow Christians—for whom the Scriptures are practical, both here and hereafter:


Charity and sincerity are rare commodities.  The longer I live, the more I’m impressed with that—or depressed by it.  It’s true, though, isn’t it?


Genuine charity: I mean an honest-to-goodness, deep-down concern for any fellow human—genuine charity is a rarity.  How often does it happen that somebody else is visiting with you – looking you in the eye, asking you questions, really listening to the answers, maybe even with an arm around you – and it actually dawns on you, “Hey, this person must really care about me”?  I bet it doesn’t really happen very often.


Genuine charity is a rare quality; genuine sincerity is a rarity, as well.  This time I’m going to get more personal.  Scrutinize your own relations to other people, and be brutally honest.  Are you ever, really, on the up and up?  Are you completely free from your own self-centered motives?  Is your own agenda ever absent?  I can only answer for myself, but for me that’s always a struggle.  


You see, it’s true: charity and sincerity are rare commodities….

Theme:  "The Scriptures Are Practical (& Poetic)"

So, where are we going to obtain them? – From God alone! right?  In the Bible alone! right? That reminds us this morning that: THE SCRIPTURES ARE PRACTICAL.  They’re also poetic.  On the basis of God’s Bible Word before us, I’m going to urge you: TREAT ONE ANOTHER FRATERNALLY; GOD’S WORD ENDURES ETERNALLY and TREAT ONE ANOTHER RIGHT; GOD’S WORD IS YOUR DELIGHT.  When we realize these things, we’re going to want to be serious about studying the Scriptures.  

Part One: Treat One Another Fraternally; God’s Word Endures Eternally


Some thirty-five or forty years after our Lord left the earth, the good news of salvation found in Christ had already made the fifteen hundred mile trip to the world’s capital city, to Rome.  The Apostle Peter wrote a letter from there, from Italy, to the Christians in Asia Minor, modern day Turkey.  


Here’s a part of what he said: Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. Let me put that just a little more exactly: You have not-hypocritical, brotherly love; now: from a pure heart, love one another constantly (and self-sacrificially).  
Ahh!  Doesn’t that sound wonderful?  Wouldn’t you like to experience that kind of love from others?  More to the point: Wouldn’t you like to demonstrate that kind of love to others?  

You can!  Brothers and sisters: you can!  For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, which would produce perishable love, but of imperishable seed, which produces imperishable and everlasting love, through the living and enduring word of God.  See: God’s Word is eternal; so, the love it produces is eternal.  It’s just what Isaiah had written eight hundred years earlier, and it’s quoted here: For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the word that was preached to you.
Do you see what all of that says?  Non-Christian people can’t avoid hypocrisy.  Non-Christian people can’t practice brotherly love.  Non-Christian people can’t have pure hearts.  Non-Christian people can’t love others constantly and self-sacrificially.  It’s not in them to do so.  They haven’t been born again.  They don’t have God’s seed living in them.  They’re still the selfish, sinful children of selfish, sinful parents—and they can’t get themselves out of that quagmire.  

And that’s the way we were.  But God stepped in.  God gave us new birth, as it says here.  We were born again—not into a sinful earthly family, but into the holy heavenly family: into the family of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  That’s what your baptism was all about!

And God hasn’t left us alone—any more than we just leave our babies alone.  No! the seed has grown.  Sturdily, you’ve gotten to know better the Father who created you.  Your branches have spread wide to receive the sunlight of Jesus’ noonday suffering for your sins, Jesus’ evening burial for your forgiveness, and Jesus’ early morning resurrection for your eternal life.  Your leaves have spread wide to experience the Spirit’s miraculous photosynthesis of faith.  The Scriptures have made you a flourishing tree.  

And if you want more non-hypocritical, brotherly love, you need more of the Bible.  If you want from a pure heart to love others constantly and self-sacrificially, you need to get serious about studying the Scriptures.  And—and if you want others treating you that way, you need to share the Scriptures with them!  

You’ll treat each other fraternally, only if you realize God’s Word endures eternally.  

Part Two:  Treat One Another Right; God’s Word Is Your Delight

And you’ll treat each other right, only if God’s Word is your delight.  That’s what Peter writes next.  He says: Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  Let me capture those words a little more exactly for you.  Here’s the picture.  “Take off your spiritually dirty clothes.  Maybe better: take off your filthy diguise.  That hat you wear over your eyes – the hateful feelings toward others – toss it away.  That mask you’re wearing – the mask you use to deceive others – remove it.  That fake moustache – all your lying – peel it off.  That ugly green make-up – of envy – scrub it off.  That all-too-bright lipstick you’re wearing – all the allegation you make against others – get it out of your mouth.”

Now, doesn’t that feel good?  Don’t you feel clean?  Wouldn’t you like to experience that sincerity from others?  And more to the point: wouldn’t you like to treat others with that type of sincerity?  

You can! Sisters & brothers: you can!  Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, and then quoting David in words we sang moments ago: Now that you have tasted and seen that the Lord is good.  

Do you see what all of that says?  Babies, even infants fresh from the womb, crave milk.  It’s milk that starts a six- or seven- pound newborn on the way to being an adult who weighs twenty- or thirty- times as much.  Children continue to need milk—so much so, that schools still often offer milk breaks.  And what adult is not occasionally refreshed and delighted with a nice, tall, cool glass of milk?  

See: that’s the way Scripture is for us!  The littlest children desperately need it.  Young people wither and die without it.  And Scripture is still a delight for every Christian adult.  Without the pure spiritual milk of the Scriptures, we wither and die from hateful feelings, deceiving, lying, envy, and allegations.  With the pure spiritual milk of the Scriptures, we flourish with charity, sincerity, generosity, encouragement, and sound judgment.  More than that: the pure spiritual milk of the Scriptures fills us with eternal salvation through Jesus Christ.  

Application:  We Want to Be Serious about Studying the Scriptures

So: we will treat one another fraternally, only from God’s Word which endures eternally.  We will treat one another right, only if God’s Word is our delight.  Now, doesn’t that make us serious about studying the Scriptures?  

I’m not doing my job well today, unless I conclude by giving you some help toward seriously studying the Scriptures.  So, here goes….

       •
Let’s say the Lord has made you responsible for a baby.  First of all: Congratulations!  Secondly: Get that baby baptized!  You want the peace of mind that comes from your baby’s sins washed away.  You want the best for your baby; you want to put your baby into the arms of his or her Heavenly Father.  

       •
Let’s say the Lord has made you responsible for a preschooler—ages two to four, or two to five.  Read that toddler Bible stories every day.  That’s what I do with my little kids every day.  Find books with lots of pictures.  The local Christian bookstore across from the library is a great help to find these for you.  

       •
Let’s say the Lord has made you responsible for a child in elementary school.  Keep reading the Bible with your child.  That’s what I do with my bigger kids every day.  And talk about what you read about.

Also: consider getting them to Kids for Christ—Sunday morning, nine o’clock, across at school, the first three Sundays every month.

Also: consider getting them into Saint Mark’s School.  It starts tomorrow.  That’s twelve hundred hours a year of the best academics, the best role models available, and most importantly: the Holy Scriptures.  I’ve had one graduate from Saint Mark’s School.  I have one attending Saint Mark’s School.  I have another one starting in preschool in a week and a half.  Every day I thank God for our dear school and its faithful faculty.  

If you have children at the Middle School, please! get them into catechism classes.  The meeting for more information is tomorrow night at seven—right here at church.  We meet every Wednesday of the school year, from three forty-five to five-fifteen, in the Parish Center.  

       •
Let’s say the Lord has made you responsible for a young person in high school.  Keep reading the Bible with your growing son or daughter.  Read a little less; discuss a little more.  Talk over the important stuff.  That’s what I do with my family.  

Also: consider sending them to Lakeside Lutheran High School, which Saint Mark’s supports.  It’s an excellent school, not far away, and it continues to offer daily Christian education.  Or: if your child is interested in full-time church work: send him or her to Luther Preparatory School here in Watertown.  My son starts his second year there tomorrow; he’s told me repeatedly—and I quote, “Dad, sending me to Luther Prep is the best thing you ever did for me.”  

       •
Okay, finally: What about us adults?  

       º
Well, first of all, read the Bible.  Pick a specific time.  Pick a specific place.  And pick a specific course of study.  If you can use a suggestion: Start in the New Testament.  Read a chapter a day.  Maybe you’ll want to get a Bible like this one – personally, my favorite – which has lots of helpful notes.  It’s called Concordia Self-Study Bible; you can get one over at Abiding Word Bookstore—and don’t worry: the manager will know what you’re looking for.  

Another option would be getting a set of Bible tapes, and listening them in your car on the way to and from work.  Another option would be getting sets of these books – the People’s Bible and the People’s Bible Teachings: they’re excellent – and reading those.  Again, you’ll find them at the local Christian bookstore, across from the library.  Another option would certainly be to read these Meditations, and parts of the Bible along with them.  

       º
And then I’m remiss if I don’t mention Bible Classes.  Most people find it useful to have a teacher and others, who can encourage them and from whom they can learn.  As for Bible Classes at Saint Mark’s: they resume again in September and meet in our Parish Center.  

Professor Hochmuth covers a variety of subjects in his class at nine o’clock on Sunday mornings.

In the Bible Class at nine on Monday mornings and four on Tuesday afternoons, we have nearly finished studying the entire Bible.  This fall we cover Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel; next year, in one year, we’ll cover all the doctrines of the Bible.  

Pastor Werner’s Bible Classes cover contemporary hot topics.  They get together twice a month on Mondays at seven in the evening and twice a month on Thursdays at six in the morning—and every class has a different topic.  

The Bible Class at ten-thirty Thursday morning and seven o’clock Thursday evening is a basic course on everything in the Scriptures.  It’s meant especially for people looking to become members, but if you haven’t been to Bible Class for a few years, it’s probably the class for you.  We’d greatly look forward to seeing you! 

And you’ll find that other Bible Classes come up from time to time, which may fit your busy schedule excellently.  Keep watching the bulletin—or give us a call.  

Application:  Our Seriousness in Studying the Scriptures Endures Eternally

And don’t forget why all of this is important.

People these days are looking for a rich and rewarding life with others.  You and I know where to find it!  Only with God’s Word which endures eternally, do we treat each other fraternally.  Only when God’s Word is our delight, can we treat each other right.  

But there’s more to it than that.  People these days and people from every day and age have sought eternal life.  Some have sought eternal life by living well, and they’ve perished in their sins.  Others have sought eternal life by worshipping their own false gods, and they have perished with them.  But we have found eternal life in Jesus Christ: who died for our sins and rose to life to set us right in God’s sight.  

Every time you read God’s Word, you meet with him.  Every time you study the Scriptures, his Holy Spirit attaches you more closely to him.  That, my friend, is incentive plenty for you and me to search the Scriptures daily!  Amen.


The Bible says: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the person under God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  Thank God for that!  Amen.  
