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Isaiah once prophesied—and tonight we celebrate: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel, that is “God with us”.  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration during this season’s middle Midweek Advent service is the second of three sections of Scripture from Isaiah chapter forty.  Specifically I’m reading to you Isaiah chapter forty, verses three through five:  


A voice of one calling:

“In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.

“Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  

“And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.  For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”


This is the Word of the Lord.

Introduction: Why Do We Have Midweek Advent Services?

Dear fellow Christians:

What are you doing here?  How come you’re here on a Wednesday?  Won’t you be here this weekend, too?  So, why are you here now?  

Well, I bet I know your answer to those questions.  For most of you, the answer is, “I treasure God’s Word.  I love to sing my Savior’s praise; I love to pray to God; I love it when the Spirit brings me together with my fellow Christians.  So, whenever there’s a worship service, I’m at church.”  And that’s really good!  

What I’m getting at, though, is this: Why do we have midweek Advent worship services?  Why do we have an extra worship service each week during December?  

Well, personally I think it’s rather vital that we do so.  With every commercial on television wishing us “Season’s Greetings”, it’s important for our church to remind us of the redeeming reason for the season.  With every radio station blasting “Feliz Navidad”, it’s important for our church to remind us why Christmas is mercifully merry.  With lovely decorations downtown and also all over our neighborhoods, it’s important for our church to remind us how God’s love drew this all together on the very first Christmas night.  

Theme: Get Ready for Christmas!
So, God’s Word to us today is going to help us to: * GET READY FOR CHRISTMAS!  Isaiah will report that you get ready for Christmas: (1) BY PREPARING A HIGHWAY IN YOUR HEART.  And he will tell you that you get ready for Christmas (2) BECAUSE CHRIST IS COMING TO REVEAL GOD’S GLORY.  

Exposition One: Isaiah & John Prepared a Highway into Hearts
Isaiah lived and prophesied in Israel some seven hundred years before Christ.  His job was, in part, to prepare God’s people for the coming of the Christ.  So, Isaiah was – as it says in the first verse here – a voice of one calling.  

Also, about a half a year before Christ’s ministry, some two thousand years ago, John the Baptist came.  His job, too, was to prepare God’s people for Christ’s coming.  The New Testament makes it clear that Isaiah was talking about John the Baptist here, when he prophesied a voice of one calling.  
So, both Isaiah and especially John the Baptist had as their task what we read next: In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  John actually operated in the desert, in the wilderness of Judea along the Jordan River.  Months after John appeared, the Lord God himself actually appeared, like it says here.  But more than that, John the Baptist aimed to make a way for the Lord in the desert wilderness of the human heart.  
Now, how would a guy accomplish that?  Well, the Lord says, “Just the way you rearrange the landscape a little to improve the road for a coming king – filling in the low spots, cutting down the high spots – that’s the way you prepare your heart for the coming of Christ the King.  Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  
Application One: The Lord Prepares a Highway into Our Hearts
And brothers and sisters: all of this applies to us!  Just as Christ was coming at Isaiah’s time, just as Christ came at John the Baptist’s time, Christ comes to us—especially at Christmas.  He’s our mighty King; we’ve got to get ready for him.  So, how are we going to do it?  

Well: In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  First of all, we’ve got to face the fact that our hearts are by nature wilderness.  They are by nature desert.  They’ve got none of the provisions – none of the water, none of the food, none of the shelter – our King needs.  

It means: we’ve got to invoke God the Holy Spirit, saying, “Lord, soften our hearts with the moisture of your mercy, found first in baptism.  Lord, supply our hearts with the provisions of your grace, found especially in Lord’s Supper.  Lord, shade our hearts with the protection of compassion, found in the Scriptures.”  

Next we read: Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  
So, all those mountains of pride, all those hills of braggadocio, found in our hearts—we’ve got to knock them down!  …Are you proud that you’re a respectable person, while others aren’t?  Well: knock down that mountain of pride!  Be grateful, all right, but don’t be proud.  …Are you proud that you’ve avoided obvious sin, while others haven’t?  Knock down that mountain of pride!  Be grateful to God, all right, but don’t be proud.  …Are you proud of your grades, proud of your possessions, proud of your pay scale, proud of the way your family behaves itself while others don’t?  Knock down those mountains of pride!  Be grateful, yes, but don’t be proud.  

And my brother, my sister: If there’s any little pride lurking around inside you, saying, “I’m going to heaven because my heart was a little softer, I resisted a little less, I’m a little better than an unbeliever”—rip down that mountain range, before it becomes your barrier to the Promised Land of paradise!  

Nevertheless: for every mountain of pride, there is much more lowland of despair, isn’t there?  Fill in that lowland, my friend, fill it in!  Don’t be saying, “Now that I’ve been proud, God doesn’t want me.  Now that I’ve polluted my body with perversion, or tobacco, alcohol, and drugs, or consumption and laziness, God doesn’t want me.”  No, fill in that lowland of despair!  

See: if God promised Adam and Eve a Savior, even after they really, really blew it, that Savior is also for you.  If God promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob a Savior – even after they kept trying to pass off their wives as their sisters, or even after they took four wives (in Jacob’s case) – well then, that Savior came also for you.  If God promised Moses a Savior, even after he tried to refuse God’s command to return to Egypt, if God promised David a Savior, even after he committed adultery and murder, conspiracy and cover-up, then Christ came for you, too.  

So: get ready for Christmas, my friend!  Prepare a highway in your desert heart!  Knock down those mountains of pride; confess your sins!  Fill in those valleys of despair; trust God’s love for you in Christ!  And Jesus is going to visit you.

Exposition Two: Isaiah & John Announced Christ Revealed God’s Glory
After all, as God promises by way of Isaiah: The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.  For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  

The glory of the Lord will be revealed.
“The glory of the Lord”—it first made its first appearance in the Exodus.  In the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, God in his glory accompanied his people.  He confused the Egyptian army and enlightened the Israelites.  He descended on Sinai and subsequently led the people through the desert.  He filled the tabernacle.  He filled the temple.  But his glory also left his Old Testament people, who rejected him.  


That glory would come back, though.  It would be revealed, as it says here—in Bethlehem’s manger, at the shore of the Galilean Lake, on Calvary’s cross, and at the edge of the empty tomb.  

And all mankind together will see it.  See: when Christ came, he came for shepherds and Magi alike, for Israelite and Greek alike, for Jew and Gentile alike.  

And how surely is this so?  For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  And when God’s mouth speaks, you can count on what he says.

Application Two: Christ Is Coming to Reveal God’s Glory to Us
So, you see, at Christmastime: God’s glory gets revealed.  And all mankind together beholds it.  And it’s as sure as the Lord has spoken.  So, what’s the point?  

The point is this: If you want to behold God’s glory – and you do want to behold God’s glory! – if you want to behold God’s glory, look at Jesus Christ!  

…Do you want to know the mind of God? – Behold the head of Jesus Christ, who had in mind to rescue you, even before this world was created.  …Do you want to see the eyes of God? – Gaze into the infant eyes of Jesus Christ, which first beheld the world from the cushion of a cattle feeding trough, on the very first Christmas day.  …Do you want to speak to the ears of God? – Call upon the ears of Christ, who heard the cry of lepers and healed them, just as he heals you.  …Do you want to hear the sound of God? – Listen to the voice of Christ, who assured the paralytic: “Take heart, son, your sins are forgiven.”  …Do you want to feel the hands of God? – Handle the hands of Christ, who extended his to help the needy and still embraces you.  …Do you want to see the feet of God? – Behold the feet of Jesus Christ, who hurried to Lazarus’ tomb, and will hurry to raise you from the grave.

…Do you want to see the heart of God? – Behold the heart of Christ, pierced on the cross for your sins and mine.

Conclusion: Get Others Ready for Christmas, too!
That, my friends, is the glory of God—superlative love and surpassing compassion for you, first fulfilled at Christmas.  What a reason to get our hearts ready for Christ’s coming!  

And what a reason we have to get others’ hearts ready!  The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.  So, think of some soul who does not know well the Christmas story—or think of some friend or some relative who has wandered off.  Invite those folks to Christmas!  And share with them the glory of God, encountered in Christ our Savior!  Amen.  


Isaiah once prophesied—and tonight we celebrate: To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Amen.  
