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Jesus said: I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  That’s true yet today—thank God!  Amen.  


God’s Word for our consideration today is John, chapter twelve, verses one through eight:


Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 

Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 


But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 


"Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me."

This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word from Jesus Christ.

Introduction: John’s Gospel Takes Us on Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem

Dear fellow Christians—honoring him who died for you:

During much of our weekend worship this Lenten Season, we are journeying with Jesus to Jerusalem.  Last weekend: we recalled that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead—in the vicinity of Jerusalem, probably just some weeks or months before Jesus’ own death and resurrection.  Two weekends from now: we will enter Jerusalem with Jesus in his splendid Palm Sunday parade.  

Theme: Brother, Sister—Do Something Extravagant for Jesus!
Today, though: we are in Bethany on Palm Saturday, and Mary is anointing Jesus’ feet.  As we consider this account, I’m going to challenge you: BROTHER, SISTER—DO SOMETHING EXTRAVAGANT FOR JESUS!  It means that you will need to 
(1) REJECT JUDAS’ EXAMPLE, (2) FOLLOW MARY’S EXAMPLE, and above all (3) HONOR HIM WHO DIED FOR YOU.
Exposition: Mary Anoints Jesus’ Feet

Allow me to read you the account and explain it as I go along….  

It says: Six days before the Passover, so on the Saturday before the festival for which hundreds of thousands of Jewish people made pilgrimage to Jerusalem—Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, that village on the Mount of Olives, a scant two miles from Jerusalem, to the east-southeast.  

There Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead, as I mentioned before.  Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor, at the house of a fellow named Simon the Leper, whom no doubt Jesus had healed.  It says: Martha served, which can’t surprise us, given her particular propensity toward this sort of service, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him, befriending Jesus who had befriended him.  
Then we read: Mary, and that would have been Lazarus’ and Martha’s sister, Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume.  This was literally twelve ounces of genuine nard.  Nard was an exceedingly fragrant oil: extracted drop by drop from the root of a plant that grew only in India’s Himalayan Mountains, three thousand miles away.  Generally nard was shipped in specially sealed jars of alabaster: a sort of marble that forms in caves, at the rate of an eighth of an inch per stalagmite per year.  What I’m saying is that if you’re getting the idea that this nard was sort of exotic stuff, sort of extravagant stuff, you got it right!  

Well, then we read: Mary poured the nard on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. You recall that generally people needed to wash their feet as they entered a house in ancient Israel.  Well, Mary washed Jesus’ feet with this expensive nard, and dried his feet with her own hair!  And not only did Jesus benefit, but so did everyone present, because we read: the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  Ahh!


But then a skunk entered the room.  We read that: one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages."  You can just hear his plaintive cry: “Thirty thousand dollars down the drain!  Oh, what I could have done with that money!”  Of course: He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.  See: Judas had a box, too, though not an alabaster one.  And his box was filled with his most precious possession—not nard, but money … from everybody else.  


Jesus’ condemnation was swift: "Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. A better translation? – “She saved this perfume for the day of preparation for my burial.”  It suggests that Mary planned this.  It suggests that Mary may even have talked this over with Jesus.  It tells us that certainly Mary understood that Jesus would soon die for her.  And to underline that, Jesus adds: You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me."
Application One: Reject Judas’ Example

And that’s it.  That’s the account of Mary anointing Jesus’ feet….  So, what’s the message for us?  

Well, actually I think we’ve got to start with Judas.  Judas saw dollar signs.  And Judas saw dollar signs for himself.  In fact, Judas was willing to pretend concern for others, in order to garner more dollars for him to pilfer.  And that’s reprehensible!  

Now, what I’m going to say next is going to hurt—so bear with me.  There’s a little bit of Judas in each of us.  No, let me put it more strongly.  There’s a lot of Judas in most of us.  What I’m saying is that we modern-day Americans are rather fixated on our finances.  

It’s true!  Suppose we get a little bit of a windfall somehow.  Maybe it’s a couple hundred dollars back from taxes.  Maybe it’s a couple thousand dollars inheritance.  What’s our first thought? – “How can I spend this on me?”  Often, what’s our last thought, and every thought in between? – “How can this benefit me?”  Does it even cross our mind what God would want us to do with the money?  Does it even cross our mind maybe even to give the money to God?  

Or: we get to thinking how nice it would be to have a newer house.  We get to thinking how much more convenient it would be to have a second car—or a third, or a fourth.  Or we get to thinking how nice it would be to have a TV. in the den—or how necessary it is to replace the one that went kaput.  And what’s our reaction?  Right away, we go out and buy one.  It’s like a reflex!  But then our church talks about how necessary it is to have enough workers here to tell others about Jesus or enough missionaries elsewhere to tell others about Jesus, and what’s our reaction? – “That’s somebody else’s job.”  Or: “There’s no brakes on them; all they want to do is spend our money.”  

See: there’s a little bit of Judas in each of us.  In fact, there’s a lot of Judas in most of us.  I said it would hurt, and it did, and it hurt me, too.  God’s Word has a way of doing that to our old sinful nature.  We need to string it up, choke our sinful nature to death, and send it off to hell—just like Judas.

Application Two: Follow Mary’s Example

Of course, there’s a different example here to follow, besides that of Judas.  Take a look at Mary.  Mary’s got this incredibly exotic, expensive perfume: thirty thousand dollars worth.  Thirty thousand dollars!  I mean: With that, you can upgrade to another house.  With that, you can buy a really nice, new car—and pay cash!  Thirty grand will get you most of the way through college—maybe even all the way!  But Mary—Mary pours it out on Jesus’ feet, and massages it in with her hair.  

That’s extravagant!  And Jesus was pleased.  That’s extravagant!  And we still remember Mary for it.  Brother, sister: Consider doing something extravagant like that for Jesus!

Consider…, consider calling a world missionary.  I can get you a phone number.  Consider calling a world missionary and saying, “I love Jesus.  I’ve got five hundred dollars.  How can I get you this money of mine to use on your world mission field?”

Do something extravagant for Jesus….  Consider treating one of our teachers, maybe your child’s or grandchild’s teacher—consider treating one of our teachers, and his or her spouse, and his or her family, to a really nice banquet in a restaurant, or to a night away in a nearby city.  And tell them, “I love Jesus.  And I appreciate what you are doing to tell others about Jesus.”  

Do something extravagant for Jesus….  See this painting over here on the altar?  This painting of the twelve year old Jesus in the temple?  It’s a nice painting, but I think it should change every month or so.  Consider researching what it would take to get a really nice painting of Jesus feeding the five thousand in there, and a really nice painting of Jesus standing trial, and a really nice painting of the risen Christ appearing to his apostles, or a really nice painting of God creating the world, or a really nice painting of the Holy Spirit coming on Pentecost.  And eventually you’ll have to work through some committee or the church council to do it, but it would be worth it.  

Or consider going to Pastor Heiges and asking him what you can do to reach members of ours who aren’t coming to church.  Maybe you could throw a banquet and invite them to it and give a pastor an opportunity to speak to them.  Or maybe you could write a letter and pay for the mailing to get it to those folks.  Or maybe you could volunteer on some weekly basis to phone and offer people rides to church.  One way or another: Do something extravagant for Jesus!  

Conclusion: Honor Him Who Died for You  

Now, I know all of that—all of that might just have hurt, as well.  I mean: you might be saying to me, “Okay, Pastor, you’ve got me persuaded.  I don’t want to follow Judas’ example.  I’m really thinking about what I can do to follow Mary’s example.  But I’m also haunted.  I’m haunted by the thought that I haven’t been doing all of this.  I’m feeling pretty guilty….”

Well, my friend: so am I.  I’m guilty: because I’ve failed to do these things, as well.  But I’ve got good news for you and for me….  Today’s Word from God had Mary pouring her precious perfume on Jesus.  But the original language here says more.  The original language here says literally that Mary anointed Jesus.  Mary anointed Jesus with her perfume.  And so, by her actions, Mary proclaimed something that has skyscraping significance for us.  Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, our Anointed One.  

Like prophets of old, Jesus was anointed by God the Holy Spirit to be a prophet—the perfect Prophet.  The way the prophet Moses revealed to his people God’s word and will, Jesus has done so—only better.  And what is God’s Word? – Jesus says: I give you eternal life, and you shall never perish; no one can snatch you out of my hand.  And what is God’s will? – Jesus says: Whoever believes in me shall not perish, but have eternal life.  Friend: that means that you and I are rescued!

Jesus is the Anointed One, as Mary’s actions announced.  Like priests of old, Jesus was anointed by God the Holy Spirit to be a priest—the perfect Priest.  The way Aaron the priest entered the most holy place of the tabernacle with blood to cover people’s sins every year, Jesus has done so—only permanently.  Jesus shed his own blood to pay for you.  Jesus did it once for all, never to die again.  By that blood Jesus entered God’s Most Holy Heavenly Place.  And he says to you: In my Father’s house are many rooms….  I go there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go there to prepare a place for you, I will come back to take you to be with me, so that you may be where I am.  Friend: that means that you and I are rescued.  

Jesus is the Anointed One, like Mary proclaimed.  Like kings of old, Jesus was anointed by God the Holy Spirit to be a king—the perfect King.  So, the way David earned his kingship by slaying Goliath and triumphing over the Philistines, Jesus has earned his kingship—only perpetually.  Jesus slew your Goliath: Satan.  Jesus defeated your Philistines: the demons.  Jesus is your King.  He cares for you perfectly.  He is committed to you permanently.  He loves you perpetually.  

So, friend: do something extravagant for him!  You have nothing to lose.  He’ll provide you everything you need here.  He’ll provide you everything you need hereafter….  Amen.


Jesus said: I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a person remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit.  Apart from me you can do nothing.  So, remain in him!  Amen.  
