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Jesus once promised: If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.  Thank God that’s true for you and for me!  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration during this seventh weekend of the Epiphany Season is John chapter eight, verses forty-two through forty-seven and fifty-six through fifty-nine.  Here Jesus is addressing his enemies:


Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. 

“Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

“Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me? He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God." 


A little later Jesus tells his enemies:


"Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad." 


"You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" 


"I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"
At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.


This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Non-Christians Are Monolingual; Christians Are Bilingual

Dear fellow Christians—gathered together today to listen to God’s language:

Most Americans are monolingual.  That means that most of us function in a single language.  And it works well for us.  English is used everywhere in the United States.  It’s been that way throughout our history.  English is even the dominant world-wide language these days.  

An awful lot of other people are bilingual, or even multilingual.  Bilingual means that they function in two languages.  And that works well for them.  Often they have near neighbors – maybe even family and relatives – who function in a language that’s not their native language.  And so, they pick up a second language.  

Well, God’s Word to us today tells us that, spiritually speaking, each of us is bilingual.  Non-Christians, unbelievers, are monolingual; they understand only the devil’s language.  Christians, believers, are bilingual; we understand also the Lord’s language.  
Theme: Listen to the Proper Language!
Along those lines, the Word of the Lord to us today will encourage us to: 
LISTEN TO THE PROPER LANGUAGE!  We need to (1) FLEE THE VOICE OF OUR ORIGINAL FATHER: THE DEVIL; we need to (2) FOLLOW THE VOICE OF OUR ETERNAL FATHER: THE LORD.
Exposition One: Jesus Describes the Language 

of the Original Father, the Devil
It was autumn of the final year of Jesus’ life and ministry—just probably October of the year twenty-nine ad.  Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles.  And he was teaching in the temple complex—a mass of buildings, walls, porches, and courts: some two blocks by two blocks square.  

Among those listening to Jesus were some of the Jewish leaders.  Jesus pointed out to them that: by rejecting him, they were following a foreign father.  Upon hearing that, the Jewish leaders claimed ancient Abraham as their father, and they claimed the everlasting God as their Father.  

And so, Jesus responds (and this is our sermon text): Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me.”  That’s easy to understand, isn’t it?  Jesus was telling the Jewish leaders that their rejection of Jesus demonstrated a breach in their relationship to God himself.  
And the concept was completely beyond their understanding—which led Jesus to ask: “Why is my language not clear to you?”  Jesus answers his own question: It’s “because you are unable to hear what I say.”  And why?  

Oh, here’s the real fireworks!  Jesus tells the Jewish leaders: “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  
Whoa!  The audacity!!! – But what Jesus said was true….

First of all, the devil was a liar.  He lied to Eve and Adam about the fruit in the Garden of Eden.  And he has lied in order to coax people into their every sin ever since that day.  And the devil was a murderer.  He killed Adam and Eve in their day.  And he has killed every person who has died since that day.  

Now: not only was the devil a liar and murderer, just as Jesus said, but the Jewish leaders were also following in his footsteps.  They were lying about Jesus’ identity.  They were planning to murder him.  And those lies and that murder came to culmination in Christ’s crucifixion a half a year after this.  

Application One: We Need to Flee the Voice 

of Our Original Father, the Devil  

So, the devil was a threat to people in Jesus’ day.  Is he still a threat to us these days? …that little guy who gets scared out of us when we are startled, the guy who makes that sweet devil-food cake, the guy who wears the red outfit with the pointy tail and the pitchfork and the cute little horns, the guy who doesn’t even really personally exist—according to literally fifty percent of Americans?

Oh, yeah—he’s still a threat to us!  His existence explains every evil in all the world.  His existence explains all the difficulty we have trying to do what’s right.  He was our original father.  And we still understand his language.  He still lies to us.  And he’s still trying to murder us.  We’ve got to flee his voice!

So, what kind of lies does the devil try to tell us these days?  

Well, how about the lie, “There’s not really any right and wrong”?  Some things are more functional and some things are dysfunctional—like substance abuse.  Some things are all right for you and not right for me—like homosexuality.  Some things are traditionally sin but not really sin—like sex outside of marriage.  But: “There’s not really any right and wrong.”  That’s the devil’s voice!  Flee it!!!

And what about the lie, “There are many paths to the same God”?  For the Moslems, Islam is right.  For the Jews, …Judaism.  For Mormons, Mormonism is right.  For Jehovah’s Witnesses, …being a Jehovah’s Witness.  And others just really don’t need any religion.  God’s got a place in paradise for each of them.  “There are many paths to the same God.”  That’s the devil’s voice!  Flee it!!!

And how about the lie, “God accepts me for what I am”?  God understands: I have a busy life; that’s why I’m not often in church.  God understands: I need time to myself; that’s why I can’t do much to serve him.  God understands: once I pay off the big house and all the vehicles and upgrade the computer and invest in the giant, flat screen, surround sound, combination tv / dvd player, there’s not much to put in the offering basket.  “God accepts me for what I am.”  That’s the devil’s voice!  Flee it!!!

After all, he’s trying to murder you!  Whatever it takes to get your mind off your sins and your Savior from sin – or at least sharing any of that with other people – the devil wants to do.  Flee him!

Exposition Two: Jesus Describes the Language

of the Eternal Father, the Lord  

There is an alternative, though.  In fact, there has to be.  If you flee from the devil with no place to hide, he’ll find you again.  Instead, you need to flee to a new Father.  You need to hide yourself in the arms of your eternal Dad.  You need to learn his language.  

Jesus provides that alternative.  The devil is a liar and murderer.  In contrast, Jesus is the truth-teller and the life-giver.  That becomes entirely apparent in the rest of God’s Word to us today.  

We pick up Jesus almost in mid-sentence.  He says: “Because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!”  And Jesus challenges his enemies to test the truth—not just the truth of his words, but also the truth in his life.  He asks: “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?”  And they couldn’t!  And so, Jesus adds: “If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me?”  And Jesus answers his own question.  “He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”
So, Jesus had shown his credentials as truth-teller—in contrast to that liar, the devil.  Now Jesus will demonstrate himself to be the life-giver—in contrast to that murderer, the devil.  

Jesus says to the Jewish leaders: "Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”  Abraham had lived and died two thousand years earlier.  But Abraham rejoiced in Jesus.  And Abraham met Jesus.  


Upon which we read: "You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him – less than half a century old, and far less than two millennia old – "and you have seen Abraham!" they scoffed.  


"I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"  Whoa!  What an assertion!!!  Before Abraham was born, I am.  “I am the ancient one,” Jesus was saying.  “I am the eternal one.”  “I am who I am,” Jesus was saying, employing the language of God himself.  “I am the almighty Lord of Israel.”  

No surprise: At this, they picked up stones from the construction of the temple that was going on around them, to stone him for being a man who claimed to be God, but Jesus hid himself miraculously, slipping away from the temple grounds to safety—at least, for another six months.  
Application Two: We Need to Follow the Voice

of Our Eternal Father, the Lord

My friends: that’s the Savior that you and I need!  He has just said to you …:

“Before Abraham was born” – in eternity past! – “I am” the Lord who knew you by name.  

“Before Abraham was born” – in eternity times eternity past! – “I am” the Lord who cherished you with an everlasting love.  

“Before Abraham was born” – before the world was made! – “I am” the Lord who planned every day of your life, also eternally.  

“Before Abraham was born” – when your great-great-great-grandparents Adam and Eve failed and fell – “I am” the Lord who promised your triumph.  

“Before Abraham was born” – when the world drowned in damnation – “I am” the Lord who rescued you through your great-great-grandparents, Noah and wife.  

“Before Abraham was born” – when I confused the languages and scattered the peoples – “I am” the Lord who still delivered to you my Word in your language.  

“I am” the Lord, who shouldered your guilt.  

“I am” the Lord, who suffered your abuse.  

“I am” the Lord, who endured your hell.  

“I am” the Lord, who died for you.  

 And: “You are forgiven.  You are holy.  You are heaven-bound.  You are mine.  You are mine forever.  

My friends: that’s the Lord you need to hear!  That’s the voice you need to follow!  

And that’s why you can’t tell me there’s any excuse for you not to be here next week, too, and the following one, and the one after that….  What did God build this place for, if not for to worship him here?  What did God give you ears for, if not to listen to his voice?!  Why did God buy you with his blood, if not for you to trust in him?!!  Why did God give you a voice, if not to sing his praise?!!!

And my friend: you’ve got to be reading his Word….  What did God make Bibles for, if not for you to hold?  Why did God teach you to read, if not for you to study the Scriptures?!  And if you can’t read or don’t like to read, that’s okay….  What did God put the Bible on tape for, if not for you to listen?!!  What did God give you your language for, if not for you to learn his message?!!!  

Conclusion: Christians Aim to Be Monolingual  

To conclude then: monolingual, bilingual: for human language, it ultimately doesn’t matter.  Spiritually speaking, though: you are bilingual.  And as children of God, you are aiming to forget the language of your original father, the devil, and to learn all the better the language of your new Father, the Lord—until that day you declare his glory: monolingually, united in a single voice of praise, eternally.  Amen.


The Evangelist John sums it up: These words are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  Thank God that’s true for us!  Amen.  
