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The prophet once wrote—and we still celebrate: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel, that is “God with us”.  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration this Sunday before Christmas is Jeremiah’s prophecy regarding the Christ to come—Jeremiah chapter twenty-three, verses five and six:  

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.”


This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word regarding Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Jeremiah Is Speaking to Us; We Are Waiting for Christmas

Dear fellow genuine celebrators of Christmas:

In a half a week, you and I will observe together the Festival of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Today we are awaiting that celebration.  Twenty-six hundred years ago, the Prophet Jeremiah and a few faithful folks at his time—they were awaiting Christ’s initial coming.  What God promised to them through Jeremiah applies in every way to you and to me.  

Theme: Marvel Anew—Christ Came for You!
So, God’s Word to us today has God saying to you: * MARVEL ANEW: CHRIST CAME FOR YOU!  In the two verses of God’s Word to us today, Jeremiah describes the coming Christ in no less than four different ways: (1) JESUS IS A RIGHTEOUS BRANCH.  (2) JESUS IS OUR WISE KING.  (3) JESUS IS THE WORLD’S SAVIOR.  And (4) JESUS IS THE LORD, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

Now, all of that is a lot to digest all at one time.  So, I propose that we take each element separately—and give ourselves a rest by singing a couple hymn verses between each part.  We’ll start by singing hymn number thirty-eight, verses three and four….

Part One: Jesus Is a Righteous Branch
Have you ever tried to get rid of some sort of a plant in your yard—especially some sort of a tree or bush?  It’s harder to do than you might think!

When my wife and I moved into our house eight years ago, there were rose bushes along the south side of the house.  We decided we needed that space for something else, so I yanked out the rose bushes—or so I thought.  Well, what does the south side of our house look like now? – Rose bushes, of course!  From the root system of the original roses grew new rose bushes—and we’re happy enough with that.  

Well, something similar happened at Jeremiah’s time.  King David’s family tree: the best, tallest, and most beautiful tree in the forest of God’s people—King David’s family tree grew corrupt, and God cut it down right to the stump.  It’s a disturbing picture for us.  It was much more disturbing for the Jewish people, because their hopes for blessings from God – even their eternal hopes – were bound up in that family tree.  

But God promised, and we read: “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch.”  A green shoot from that dead tree stump, a green shoot that grows to produce leaves, a green shoot that develops into a branch, even into a sapling, and that (in turn) begins to grow into an entire tree, which rises tall and strong to produce shade and shelter in its branches for birds of every feather—all of that pictures what it is the Lord is promising here.  God is saying to the Israelites, whose hopes had been chopped down to the stump, “Take heart, I’m going to grow back this tree for you.  And in its branches, you will take shelter.”  

Brothers and sisters: God has said the same to you and me.  “From the wood of David’s family line, I built the manger in which I placed my newborn Son.  From the wood of David’s family line I placed in his hands the shepherd’s staff, by which he leads and feeds you, his sheep.  From the wood of David’s family line, I built the cross on which I sacrificed my Son in your place.  And high above that wood he has now ascended to prepare a place for you.”  

As Jeremiah put it: Jesus is God’s righteous Branch, who came to earth for you.  Let’s respond by singing together hymn number thirty-eight, verses seven and eight….

Part Two: Jesus Is Our Wise King
Have you ever had a really crummy boss—and then had him replaced by a good boss?  Do you remember the relief you felt at that time?  

Personally, that’s never happened to me; the jobs I’ve worked—I’ve always had reasonably good bosses.  But it has happened to me in the classroom.  I remember one particular teacher, “long ago and far away”.  He really mistreated me—honestly, you’d agree, if you only knew!  Anyway, it looked for all the world like I’d have that teacher again another year.  And I sort of dreaded it.  But I got lucky.  A different individual replaced the first.  And I really flourished.  Was I relieved!  

Well, something the same happened at Jeremiah’s time.  Back at Jeremiah’s time there was King Jehoahaz; he was such a gem that God let him last three whole months.  Next, there was King Jehoiakim; God called his deeds – and I quote – “detestable”.  Then, there was King Jehoiachin; he was so very good that he lasted a whole ninety days and ended up exiled.  Finally, there was King Zedekiah; he was such a great leader that under him Israel’s enemies were able to starve to death the people of Jerusalem.  

So, can you imagine the relief? can you imagine the joy? —when Jeremiah announced: “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when … a King will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.”  Finally: a King who knew a little something what he was doing!  Finally, a King who wouldn’t oppress his people, but rather protect them!  Finally, a King the enemies wouldn’t be able to push around!  

Brothers and sisters: That’s our King!  Our King, Jesus Christ, rules wisely and does for us what is just and right.  He defends us from the foreign terrorism of Satan; he’s destroyed his power.  Jesus defends us from the domestic crime of our own sinful flesh; he’s forgiven our sins.  He’s preserved our cherished liberties: not freedom of religion, speech, press, and assembly (although those are also gifts of his)—no, he’s preserved for us freedom from sin, freedom from death, and freedom from the eternal power of the devil.  

As Jeremiah put it: Jesus is our wise King, who came to rule for us.  Let’s declare his praise by singing together hymn number thirty-eight, verses eleven and twelve….

Part Three: Jesus Is the World’s Savior
Have you ever lived in a place that wasn’t very safe?  If you ever have, I bet you’ve learned to appreciate Watertown.  

Personally, I’ve had the experience of living in less-than-safe places—multiple times: most recently when we moved here from Topeka, Kansas, some eight years ago.  Topeka was actually probably only the third most dangerous place my wife and I have lived.  I mean: Topeka – you think of it as the quintessential Midwestern town – but really, it was quite dangerous.  While we were down there, our church was robbed.  Play equipment was stolen out of our backyard.  The last full year we lived in Topeka, there were like twenty-five or thirty-five murders, in a town two-thirds the size of Madison.  That’s a lot of murders!—and several took place less than a mile from our house and church, on the fairly fashionable west side of town.  …So, a month or so after we had moved to Watertown, I’m walking home from work at ten at night, and I’m just feeling good.  And I’m thinking, “Why am I feeling so good—like there’s a weight off my shoulders?”  And then, I realize: I’m not having to look around every corner, to check out every shadow, to be so circumspect here.  In contrast to Topeka, Watertown is fairly safe.  

So, Jeremiah says: “In the days of this new King, Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.”  And I understand how they felt.  Instead, of wondering every year, “Well, this year will it be Egypt invading us? or the nearby Arameans, Moabites, Ammonites, and Edomites? or the Assyrians and Babylonians this time?”—instead of wondering all of that, God’s people were safe and sound.

And brothers and sisters: So are we!  We really have nothing to worry about any longer.  No hell!—Christ already went through that for us.  No guilt, here and now!—Christ already took that all away.  No fear that we won’t be able to stand our pain or our grief!—Christ promises that his strong hand will uphold us.  No fear for our loved ones!—not if we keep sharing with them the blessed gospel message of Christ.  

As Jeremiah put it: Jesus is the world’s Savior, who came to rescue us.  Let’s adore him together in the words of hymn number thirty-eight, verses fourteen and fifteen….

Part Four: Jesus Is the Lord, Our Righteousness
Have you ever desperately wanted to go somewhere – maybe to get into some performance or sporting event – and you didn’t have a ticket?  And you hoped and schemed to get a ticket, and just at the last moment: you got one, and you got in?  

Probably the closest I got to that was this fall, oh about six weeks back, when the Luther movie was showing.  I went on Wednesday night.  I invited some friends.  (English isn’t their native language.)  My son Nate and I showed up fifteen minutes early, and the line was out the door.  I didn’t know if we’d get tickets.  Then, when we got tickets, I didn’t know if my friends would get in.  But finally everybody did, and we really enjoyed the show.  (I felt sorry for the people who were behind us.  I think when Pastor Heiges got there, the line was around the block / across Main Street / extended halfway to Wal-Mart!)  

That really illustrates pretty well what Jeremiah is talking about when he writes: “This is the name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.”  

You see, the people of Jeremiah’s day, and the people of Jesus’ day, and we people in our day have one big event to look forward to.  It’s better than the Luther movie; it’s better than the big game; it’s better than the Packers wining the Super Bowl (may God grant it again in my lifetime!).  The big event we’re looking forward to is paradise.  

But like anything else worth going to, it’s not exactly free.  Somebody has to pay.  What I mean is this: Heaven is holy.  If it weren’t holy, it wouldn’t be heaven.  And the proprietor of paradise is righteous.  If he weren’t righteous, he wouldn’t be God.  And to get into paradise, we’ve got to be righteous—because a part of God’s being holy is that he cannot tolerate our unholy sinfulness.  

Now, you and I didn’t have one righteous cent to our name to pay to God to get to heaven.  But Jesus did, and Jesus does.  All the righteous mercy, all the holy love, all the perfect compassion we need to buy our way into God’s presence—Jesus had this in his possession.  And Jesus paid it all to God for us.  He is not just our righteous Lord; he is, as Jeremiah puts it here: The Lord Our Righteousness.  

That’s what Christmas is all about!  Jesus is the Lord, our Righteousness!  He’s our ticket to heaven!  That’s why Christmas is so magnificent!  

Conclusion: God Has Spoken to Us; We Will Enjoy a Blessed Christmas
And that’s why we’ll see you in church again very soon!  And that’s why you’ll invite others!  And that’s why you’ll keep coming to church: all the time, every week, all during the entire new year….  Amen.


The prophet once wrote—and we still celebrate: To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Amen.  
