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“Pray Big!”

Introduction: We Tend to “Pray Small”

Scripture has our Savior saying: Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me.  Praise God!—that’s still his promise to you.  Amen.


Dear fellow prayerful Christians:

Personally I think we Christians, even and especially we Lutheran Christians—we Christians tend to “pray small”.  Consider that with me for a moment….


First of all, how many of us really pray very much at all?  I wonder whether whole days go by without us praying.  And then: when we do pray, what do we pray for?  We might probably pray over our food.  We probably pray when we’re in pain.  We might probably pray when we’re worried over a loved one.  


But: How often do we pray that God accomplish something really special with our lives?  How often do we plead with God for our brother or sister’s soul?  How often do we pray that God will make our brothers and sisters here at Saint Mark’s really regular church-goers?  How often do we pray that God will really permeate and protect our community?  How often do we pray that the good news of Jesus reach the ears of every American and the hearts of very many?  How often do we pray that people from North Africa through the Middle East through southeast Asia through China get to hear the gospel message?  


I may be wrong, but personally I think we Christians tend to “pray small”….

Theme: “Pray Big!”
God’s Word to us today has Jesus urging his apostles and us to: “PRAY BIG!”  Brothers and sisters: Pray Big! (1) BECAUSE JESUS PAVED THE PATH.  Pray Big! (2) BECAUSE THE FATHER IS YOUR FRIEND.  And my friends: Pray Big! 
(3) BECAUSE YOU’LL RECEIVE WHAT YOU REQUEST.
Exposition: Jesus Urged His Apostles to “Pray Big!”

As God’s Word to us today opens up, the scene is the Upper Room, in Jerusalem, in the middle of Maundy Thursday evening, only a half a day before Christ is crucified.  Jesus is speaking with his apostles.  

He says: In that day, and Jesus is referring to the time after he rises from the dead—in that day you will no longer ask me anything.  See: up to this time, the disciples we accustomed to asking Jesus everything.  That wouldn’t be possible in the same way after he was no longer visibly present with them.  You will no longer ask me anything.
However, Jesus leaves a wonderful alternative: I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.  Whatever you ask in my name, whatever you ask due to your relationship to me, whatever you ask on the basis of my saving work, whatever you ask in keeping with God’s Word which testifies about me—my Father will give you.  That’s the sense of these words.  And what a promise it is!  

Jesus continues: Until now you have not asked for anything in my name, because Jesus was right there with his disciples.  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.  In other words: prayer brings a double blessing.  First of all, you will receive what you ask.  And as if we needed further encouragement beyond that, Jesus promises: Your joy will be complete.  You’ll be happier yet, because you know you’ve received your blessing from a God who loved you so much as to answer your prayers!  

And Jesus concludes: Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, “I have given you a direct path to God,” Jesus says.  The Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.  “God the Father himself is your friend, on the basis of my saving work on your behalf.”  That’s what Jesus is saying.  Finally: I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.  “And I’m going back to him, among other things, to see to it he answers your prayers.”  That’s the sense of Jesus’ promise.  

And that’s God’s Word to us today….

Application One: “Pray Big!” Because Jesus Paved the Path

Now: What does this mean for your life and mine?  Well, I mentioned to you earlier that personally I think we Christians tend to pray small.  This Word from God helps us with that problem of ours.  It urges us to “Pray Big!”  And it gives us three good reasons why.  

First of all, and probably most importantly: Pray Big!—because Jesus paved the path.  Isn’t that what Jesus says here?  He says: I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.  “I’m your pathway to the Father!”  

It’s as if we sinners are at the foot of an inaccessibly tall, mountainous cliff—at the top of which is God.  Tens of thousands of feet of vertical rock, tangled trees, and (afterwards) glacial ice face us.  We could never go to meet with God.  But Christ leveled the cliff, removed the trees, and suited us up to climb.  He leveled our iniquities, he removed our sins, and he equipped us with his righteousness.  He became our pathway to God.  

So, friend: Pray Big!—because Jesus paved the path.

Application Two: “Pray Big!” Because the Father Is Your Friend

We Christians tend to pray small.  Jesus urges us to “Pray Big!”  Why?  God the Father is our friend!  Isn’t that what Jesus says here?  He says: The Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.  “My work has made the Father your friend.”  That’s what Jesus is saying!  


God the Father is our friend.  Better: he’s our Dad.  Now, I don’t know what relationship you had to your Dad.  But myself, I’ve been blessed with a really good Dad.  I can ask him for something – to this very day! – and he’ll help.  That kind of Dad loves you, he’s generous toward you, and he’s got the ability and the desire to help.  And that’s the kind of Dad – only, of course, even better! – that you’ve got in your Heavenly Father.  


So, friend: Pray Big!—because the Father is your Friend.  
Part Three: “Pray Big!” Because You’ll Receive What You Request

Want one more reason to “Pray Big”?  How about this?  You’ll receive what you request!  Doesn’t Jesus say that here, too?  He says: I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name….  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.  “Pray Big! because you’ll receive what you request.”  That’s what Jesus is saying!  

Really?  Really we’ll receive what we request in prayer?  Yeah!  I know our old sinful nature doesn’t want us to believe these words from God.  Satan surely doesn’t want us to believe these words from God.  But Jesus still said them, and he doesn’t lie.  My Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.  

When our requests are centered on Christ’s work and Christ’s word, when we’ve heard the Word and considered a particular problem, read the Word and scrutinized a situation, studied the Scriptures and studied some matter in our lives, probably also with the input of others—yeah, God gives us the words to pray, which he will answer.  That’s what God is saying here.  

That’s also what God is saying in other passages.  Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me….  Ask and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you….  Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours….  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it….  The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective….  


So, friend: Pray Big!—because you’ll receive what you request.  Besides, you won’t call Christ a liar if he gives you something more or better, even if it’s different from what you request.  
Conclusion: We Do “Pray Big!”
Now, brothers and sisters: I began the sermon by saying, “I think we Christians, even we Lutheran Christians—we Christians tend to ‘pray small’.”  And I’ll stand by that, but not exclusively.  What I’m saying is that I know some of you do pray big.  Why, for example, can Christians worship freely in some nations where they formerly couldn’t?  I know the answer.  We have a gracious God, and some of you have been praying to him.  Why has 9/11 not repeated itself yet?  We have a gracious God, and some of you have been praying to him.  How is it that this particular community of Christians, Saint Mark’s, continues to trust Christ, continues to hear the Spirit’s pure Scriptures, and continues to grow under God both inside and outside?  We have a gracious Lord, and some of you have been praying to him.  

May God multiply that number of prayerful Christians among us!  (Oh—and today: he has!)  Amen.


Scripture has our Savior saying: The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  Praise God!—that’s still his promise to you.  Amen.

