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Referring to Easter, the Psalms say: Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: “The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!  The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!”  Amen.  


God's Word for our brief consideration and special celebration today is Isaiah chapter twelve:  


In that day you will say: "I will praise you, O LORD. Although you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me. 

“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation." With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 


In that day you will say: "Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you."


This is God's Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Isaiah’s Experience Parallels Ours

Dear fellow Christians—confessing your faith in the risen Christ:


For the past forty days, we observed Lent.  For some six weeks now, we’ve considered Christ’s sufferings and death.  That’s solemn stuff.  It made us gloomy.  Pretty often each day’s weather contributed to the mood.  Pretty often each day’s news: what with war and things—pretty often each day’s news contributed to our solemn, gloomy mood.  

The Prophet Isaiah could have related to us.  Better yet, we could have related to the Prophet Isaiah.  He lived some seven hundred fifty years prior to Christ’s resurrection.  At his time: the northern ten tribes of God’s people Israel went into exile, never to be heard from again.  At his time: the Lord inspired Isaiah to prophesy that the southern kingdom of Judah would be exiled, too.  Still, God gave him hope.  God announced to Isaiah and through Isaiah that Judah would survive and return—in order to deliver the Savior into the world.   

Theme: Your Easter Eve / Easter Dawn Confession of Faith
That’s how it came to be that Isaiah sang the song that is God’s Word to us today.  Briefly, it is * YOUR EASTER EVE / EASTER DAWN CONFESSION OF FAITH.  Here you acknowledge (1) LORD, YOU WERE ANGRY WITH ME! then secondly, 
(2) LORD, YOU ARE MY SALVATION! and then in response, (3) LORD, I WILL PRAISE YOU & PROCLAIM YOU! as well.  

Part One: Lord, You Were Angry With Me!
Take a look at the first words from God to us today: In that day you will say: "I will praise you, O LORD. Although you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me.  
That’s the first part of your Easter Eve / Easter Dawn confession of faith: “Lord, you were angry with me!”  The Lord was angry with me? – Oh, yeah: the Lord was angry with me!  

This is the God who kicked Adam and Eve out of paradise for eating a piece of fruit.  This is the God who flooded the globe for people’s wickedness.  This is the God who drowned Pharaoh and all his army for the sake of his hard-heartedness.  This is the God who spewed his people out of his land for their idolatry.  

This is the God who exercised the full fury of his righteous wrath by putting an innocent man through the eternal torment of hell two thousand years ago.  “Lord, you were angry with me—because of my sin!

Part Two: Lord, You Are My Salvation!
But: your anger has turned away and you have comforted me….  

How?  How could a wretch like me find comfort? – Here’s the answer: “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation." With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
Yes: the Lord ejected Adam and Eve from the Garden, but he promised them a Savior.  Yes: the Lord flooded the globe, but he rescued Noah and family.  Yes: the Lord drowned Pharaoh, but he saved Israel.  Yes: the Lord exiled Judah, but he brought them back.  

And yes…: God killed his Son, but – praise God eternally! – he raised him to life!!!  

Jesus lives!  He is your salvation.  Jesus lives!  Don’t be afraid.  Jesus lives!  He’s your strength—strong enough to elevate you all the way to paradise.  Jesus lives!  He’s your song—one that you will sing forever.  Jesus lives!  He is water to quench your thirst for righteousness … forever and ever and ever and ever and ever!!!

“Lord, you are my salvation!”  That’s the second part of your Easter Eve / Easter Dawn confession of faith.  

Part Three: Lord, I Will Praise & Proclaim You!
And how shall we now respond? – It says: In that day you will say: "Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you."  

In two words: “Lord, I will praise you, and I will proclaim you!”  

Jesus Christ has turned God’s anger away.  Do we have anything more important to do than to praise him? – Praise him: for life each day.  Praise him: for the food you eat.  Praise him: for the work you do.  Praise him: for rest each night.  

Jesus Christ lives, and therefore: we will live.  Do we have anything more important to do than to proclaim him? – Proclaim him: in the world and in the neighborhood.  Proclaim him: at work and at home.  Proclaim him: to friends and to family.  Proclaim him: to your children and to your spouse.  

Conclusion: Isaiah’s Confession of Faith Is Our Own

Isaiah’s Easter Eve / Easter Dawn confession of faith is our own: “Lord, you were angry with me!  Lord, you are my salvation!  Lord, I will praise and proclaim you!”  Learn it well: because by God’s grace in risen Christ, Isaiah’s song will be yours forever and ever!  Amen.  


Referring to Easter, Psalms says: I will not die but live, & will proclaim what the Lord has done.  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice & be glad in it.  Amen.  
