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Scripture says: Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set us free from the sins committed under the first covenant.   Thank God for that!  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration during this fourth Lenten Midweek service continues our series from the Bible book of Hebrews.  It places Christ’s sacrifice for us in the context of the Old Testament high priesthood.  Today we consider Hebrews chapter six, verse nineteen, through chapter seven, verse three:  

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 


This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means "king of righteousness"; then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace." Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever.

This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: We Need an Anchor in Life’s Storms

Dear fellow Christians—who need an anchor in life’s storms:

Which wind is blowing in your life today? – It seems like life always brings with it at least one perpetual problem, at least one difficulty a day.  …So, which wicked wind is blowing your boat around on the lake of life today?  


Are you sick?  Are you diseased?  Do you face some chronic pain?  …Are you threatened with unemployment?  Are you concerned about your grades?  Do you just not know what to do with your life?  …Are you picked on at school?  Are you aggravated at work?  Is your home turbulent, tumultuous?  …Are you worried about your marriage?  Are you worried about your kids?  Are you worried about your grandkids?  …Is it even a combination of several of these things?

Theme: Your High Priest Anchors You in Life’s Storms
Which wicked wind is blowing your boat around the lake of life today? – Well honestly, whatever it is, God’s Word promises you today: You have hope as an anchor for your soul, firm and secure.  This section of Scripture personally assures you that: YOUR HIGH PRIEST ANCHORS YOU IN LIFE’S STORMS.  That’s because: (1) OTHER HUMANS JUST WON’T DO; (2) JESUS IS EXACTLY WHAT YOU NEED.

Exposition One: Description of Earthly High Priests from Old Testament
God’s Word to us this Lenten Season has had us considering how Christ Jesus served as our great High Priest.  Today’s text is no exception at all.  Now, what in the world does it mean that Jesus is our High Priest?  Well to understand it, we need to consider the job of a priest—especially the High Priest in the Old Testament….

First of all, then, what was the job of a priest?  Well, the job of any priest is to be the go-between, the mediator, between God and people.  A priest is his people’s official representative to God.  And a priest is God’s official representative to his people.  

Of course, all of that really presupposes that God and people are not naturally “buddy-buddy”.  Something is separating God and people.  And that something is sin.  So, one of a priest’s chief jobs is getting rid of people’s sin.  Then people can get back together with God.  

The way a priest gets rid of sin is by sacrifice.  He places the people’s sin on some sort of a substitute—an animal.  And God exercises his very proper anger over sin against that substitute—as that substitute pays for sin with its life.  

That sort of sacrifice happened probably literally at least a billion times in the Old Testament.  And the High Priest oversaw it all.  However, every year there was at least one set of sacrifices he personally made.  They took place on Yom Kippur, the Great Day of Atonement, in the autumn of every year.  

On that day, the High Priest sacrificed a bull on the altar in front of the sanctuary.  That was a sacrifice for himself.  He took some of the blood from that bull into the innermost part of the sanctuary, the Most Holy Place.  He sprinkled that blood where the ark of the covenant, a big chest representing God himself, used to be.  That took away the High Priest’s sins.  …Then the High Priest went outside to sacrifice a goat on the altar.  That was a sacrifice for the people.  He took some of the blood from the goat back into the Most Holy Place and sprinkled it.  That took away the people’s sins.  …Then the High Priest laid his hands on another goat, the scapegoat, transferring the people’s sins to it.  They drove the scapegoat far away, removing people’s sins from them.  Finally, the High Priest actually sacrificed two more rams: one for his own sins again and one for his people’s sins.  

Appropriation One: Earthly High Priests Cannot Anchor Us in Life’s Storms
It was all a beautiful representation of God pardoning sin!  It was all a beautiful representation of God restoring people to himself!  But if you think about it, there were still some “flaws”, so to speak….  

Chiefly, the whole process had to be repeated.  The sacrifices for the great Day of Atonement were repeated year by year by year—for fifteen hundred years!  Some sacrifices took place every day—for a series of a half a million days!  

Secondarily, the High Priest himself needed to be replaced every so often.  Those guys tended to die.  None of them was a permanent solution to the problem of sin.  

And finally, the high priests were, by no means, perfect.  Think of Annas and Caiaphas, the high priests at the time of Christ.  Annas had Jesus struck—for telling the truth.  He was a hypocrite and a heathen!  Caiaphas condemned Christ—for telling the truth.  He was a hypocrite and a heathen!  

And there you have it, my friends: neither of those guys, and no earthy high priest, and no earthly person, whether it’s your spouse or your parent or your child or your boss or your teacher or your neighbor—no earthly person is the anchor you need for your soul: when you’re sick or hurt or worried or facing death….
Exposition Two: Description of Heavenly High Priest from New Testament
See: that’s why the writer to the Hebrews had to go outside the Levitical priesthood, outside the confines of Old Testament regulations, to find a priest fit to represent our great High Priest, Jesus Christ.  

That’s why we read, and this is our text: Jesus has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.  You see: Melchizedek was a fellow who lived at the time of Abraham, about two millennia before Christ came, about as many years before Jesus as we live after Jesus.  The important thing is: that was five hundred years before Moses and Aaron and the Levitical priesthood.  

It goes on to say: This Melchizedek was king of Salem, Jerusalem a thousand years before it became capital city of Israel, and priest of God Most High, a true mediator between God and people before there were high priests. Melchizedek met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him.  You remember: that’s when Abraham and his three hundred eighteen men recovered Lot and his family and his possessions—by defeating those four Mesopotamian emperors.  And Abraham gave Melchizedek a tenth of everything.  It was the very first tithe in the Bible.  

Now here especially is how Melchizedek appropriately represented Christ.  First, Melchizedek means "king of righteousness"—like Christ, right?  Then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace"—like Christ, right? Without father or mother – at least the Bible records neither one for Melchizedek – without genealogy – at least the Bible records none for Melchizedek – without beginning of days or end of life – the Bible records neither his birth nor his death – like the Son of God he remains a priest forever.  

Appropriation Two: Heavenly High Priest Anchors You in Life’s Storms
And that’s the kind of High Priest you need!  That’s the kind of Mediator you need between you and God!  

You can’t use Annas and Caiaphas—wicked men themselves.  You need Jesus Christ, the King of Righteousness—the one who was so right that he had right-ness to spare to deliver to a world full of sinners.  Isn’t that what his trials proved to us?

You can’t use Annas and Caiaphas—violent men themselves.  You need Jesus, the King of Peace—the one who peacefully enough endured hell to bring about peace between you and God.  Isn’t that what his suffering proved to us?

You can’t use Annas and Caiaphas—mortal men themselves.  You need Jesus—without beginning of days or end of life, he remains a priest forever.  When you sin: Jesus doesn’t say, “Wait, let me sacrifice for myself first…;” instead, he says, “You’re forgiven.”  When you sin: Jesus doesn’t say, “You’ve got to wait until Yom Kippur next year…;” instead, he says, “You’re forgiven—here and now.”  When you sin: Jesus doesn’t say, “Wait, let me check who is High Priest this year…;” instead, he says, “You’re forgiven.  I am your High Priest forever.  I sacrificed myself.  I split the curtain.  I sprinkled the blood.  I am the scapegoat.  I carried your sins away.  Forever.”
Conclusion: We Have an Anchor in Life’s Storms

That same Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, also says, “You’re sick? diseased? in pain? – I love you! I will sustain you! I will raise you!  …You’re confused? concerned? condemned? – I love you! I am your anchor! Trust in me!  …You’re anxious? aggravated? abused? – I love you! I will harbor you! Lock on to my dock round the clock—until I deliver you to the pleasure cruise of paradise forever.  Amen.

Scripture says: Christ entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  Thank God for that!  Amen.
