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Scripture says: Because of his great love for us: God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ—even when we were dead in transgressions.  It is by grace you have been saved!   Amen.  


God's special Word for this Festival of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is Colossians chapter three, verses one through four:

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: You Probably Know What Easter Meant For Christ, But …

Dear fellow Christians—whose life, here and hereafter, can never be the same, due to Christ’s resurrection:


What is the significance of Easter?  What are we celebrating today?  Why … the multitude of beautiful flowers, the grandeur of the music, the multitude of people (thank God!), and the demonstrable joy?  


Well, probably most any of you can answer that.  You’d say, “Nineteen hundred seventy-two years ago (more or less), early one Sunday morning just like this morning, from a cave-like tomb just outside Jerusalem, half a world away: our Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead.”  


And I would say, “Yep, that’s the Easter story.  …But—but what does such an event that long ago and that far away mean: to you?  What’s Easter’s significance for you today?”  
Theme: …What Does Easter Mean For You?
That’s the question God’s going to answer for you this morning.  WHAT DOES EASTER MEAN FOR YOU?  In this section of God’s Holy Word, you’ll find that: Easter means (1) YOU HAVE BEEN RAISED WITH CHRIST.   Easter also means that from now on (2) YOU SET YOUR MINDS ON THINGS ABOVE, not on earthly things.

Exposition One: Paul Told Colossians They Had Been Raised With Christ
In God’s Word to us today, our risen Savior’s chief messenger to the Gentiles – the Apostle Paul – is doing the writing.  He is addressing a Christian congregation in Asia Minor – modern-day Turkey – at a city called Colosse.  It’s about thirty years since Jesus rose from the dead.  

Now, what did that Easter event mean for the Christians at Colosse? – Paul is ever so clear.  He says that Christ’s resurrection meant that the Colossians had died, that they had been raised, and that they would appear in glory.  Verse three—God says: You died.  Verse one—God says: You have been raised with Christ.  Verse four—God says: You will appear with him in glory.  The Colossians’ connection to Christ by God-given confidence in him means that: whatever he underwent, they underwent as well.

Appropriation One: Easter Means You Have Been Raised With Christ

My friends, that’s what Easter means for you, too!  When Jesus Christ died, you – personally! – died.  When Jesus Christ rose to life, you – personally! – rose to life.  When Jesus Christ appears in glory, you – personally! – must appear in glory.  


That’s what Christianity is all about! – Jesus is the Christ; you are Christ-ians.  The Bible says you go together like a head and a body.  You go together like a husband and a wife.  You go together like a building and its foundation.  Your connection to Christ means that whatever he underwent you must undergo.  


So: when Christ died – as he most assuredly did – you also most assuredly died.  The old, evil, sinful nature with which you were born, was put to death by crucifixion two thousand years ago.  Your failure to fear God, your failure to love God, your failure to trust God—they were assassinated just outside Jerusalem two millennia ago.  And your failure to love others, your failure to respect others, your failure to serve others—those transgressions were also killed at Golgotha.  


But: when Christ rose – as he most certainly did – you also most certainly rose.  You rose: perfect! righteous! pure! holy!  You rose: an honor to your Heavenly Father!  You rose: God’s good gift toward a world full of sinners!  


And now: when Christ appears – as he surely will – you also will surely appear.  The language used here is that you will enjoy blessings from the right hand of God.  God has got a place of honor reserved also for you within his royal palace—and you will be a part of his regal retinue forever.  It says here your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  The life you’ll live is surrounded with God and surrounded with Christ—so hidden, that you can never face danger forever, so enveloping, that you can never want for any need or pleasure.  And it says here that you will appear with Christ in glory.  That’s the absolute radiance of all God’s eternal blessings around you.  That’s the permeation within you of all God’s purity and pleasure and passion and power forever.  


That’s what Easter means for you!  On Easter Sunday morning, just outside Jerusalem, two thousand years ago, you were raised from the dead to live forever!  

Exposition Two: Paul Told Colossians To Set Their Minds On Things Above
Wow!  That’s quite a message!  That’s the kind of message that’s got to change the way we think and live.  And that’s what Paul tells the Colossian Christians here….

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above….  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  The Holy Spirit is telling the Colossian Christians: “If you are going to enjoy pleasures at God’s right hand, if you are going to be hidden with Christ in God, if you are going to be surrounded by God’s glory, nothing else matters anymore—except getting there and getting others there.”   

Appropriation Two: Easter Means You Set Your Mind On Things Above
And that’s the way it is for you and me.  In other words, “If God’s got you in his right hand through the resurrection of Christ, if you are hidden in God’s heart through the Easter morning message, if everlasting glory is yours through the resurrection of Christ: set your hearts on things above! …set your minds on things above! …not on earthly things!”

So, let me ask you, “What have you been living for?”  Have you been living for that next drink, that next drug, your next illicit sexual pleasure, your next glimpse of pornography, your next opportunity to spend too much money on the slots, or the lottery, or the last stack of chips? – Friend, you can’t be living for those things anymore!  You died!  You buried that rebellion of yours, your lust, your greed in the tomb with Christ!  And you have risen—leaving it all behind!

Again, “What have you been living for?”  Have your possessions become the main point of your life?  Do you live for your computer?  Do you live to watch t.v.?  Do you live to drive a nice car?  Do you live to furnish your house?  Do you live for a big fat bank account—or a nice set of mutual funds? – Friend, you can’t be living for those things anymore!  They don’t compare to paradise!  You’ve risen from the dead!  And none of these nice things could possibly matter any less than what they do—now that you have Jesus Christ!  

“What have you been living for?”  Do you live to make a name for yourself?  Do you live to hear, “She’s so nice,” “He’s so smart,” “She’s so talented,” “He’s such a good ball player,” “She’s so good-looking,” “He’s our most valuable worker,” “She’s got such a perfect family,” “He’s quite a catch”? – Friend, you can’t be living to hear those things anymore!  But you can use them.  Sure: be nice—for Christ!  Get smart—for Christ!  Be talented—for Christ!  Work hard—for Christ!  Raise a family—for Christ!  

“What have you been living for?”  Is the truth, actually, that you just didn’t know?  Well, now you do know!  You live for Christ!  

You live, and he’s your heavenly Friend.

You live, and love him to the end.

You live, and while you live you sing.

You live to serve him: prophet, priest, and king.

You live to bless others with your love.

You live to plead for them above.

You live their hungry souls to feed.

You live to help in time of need.
Conclusion: Easter Means Your Life Can Never Be The Same

That, my friend, is a life worth living—because of the Easter morning message!  And yours, my friend, is a death worth dying—because Christ has risen from the dead, and so will you!  Now you know a living Savior worth worshipping!  Jesus is worth worshipping forever!  

So: What does Easter mean? – Sure: Jesus rose from the dead.  But: What does Easter mean for you? – You were buried with Christ!  You were raised with Christ!  You will appear with Christ!  And so: you’ve got to set your mind on things above!  Your life here can never be the same, and that’s because your life here is the same—the same as his: eternally….  Amen.

Scripture says: God raised us up with Christ, and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
