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Scripture says: Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.   Amen.  


God's Word for our consideration on this third weekend of the Easter season is First Corinthians, chapter fifteen, verses twenty through twenty-eight:


But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 

Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For he "has put everything under his feet." Now when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.


This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Easter Itself Is Two Weeks Past

Dear fellow Christians—for whom Christ is the firstfruits of life, and for whom Christ is the destroyer of death:


Admittedly, Easter took place two weeks ago already.  Almost a half a month ago: with instruments and singing, with happiness and excitement, we observed the resurrection of Christ for us.  


But aren’t you still in an Easter mood? – I am!  Cold is giving way to heat, snow has given way to sun, brown ground is giving way to green ground, and death is giving way to life before our very eyes.  

Theme: The Continuing Significance of Christ’s Resurrection
So, let’s celebrate for one last week: THE CONTINUING SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION.  In God’s Word before us today, we’ll find that (1) CHRIST IS THE FIRSTFRUITS OF LIFE for us, and (2) CHRIST IS THE DESTROYER OF DEATH for us.  It makes Easter worth celebrating this week and every week!  
Exposition One: Christ Was the Firstfruits of Life For the Corinthians
In the section of Scripture before us, it’s about the mid-fifties ad.  That means it’s about a quarter century after Christ’s life, death, and resurrection on behalf of all people.  Paul, the Lord’s chief apostle to the non-Jewish Gentiles, is on his third missionary journey.  He is writing a letter from Asia Minor, modern-day Turkey, to the Christians at Corinth, Greece.  

The Corinthian Christians had posed a series of questions, and in this epistle the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to answer those questions.  Among the inquiries was one that hits the very heart of Christianity: “Will the dead rise?”  

And here’s how Paul answers that question—and this is God’s Word to us today: Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.  So, at least one time one man had risen from the dead.  But there’s more to it than that, because it says that Christ is: the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  Because Christ rose from the dead, all the dead will rise.  And there are two really noteworthy things there.  

First of all: Christ is the firstfruits.  That word “firstfruits” reflects a principle that the first portion of any produce belongs to the Lord.  In the Old Testament, a person’s firstborn son belonged to the Lord; you had to pay money to buy him back from the Lord.  Any ceremonially clean animal’s firstborn belonged to the Lord; you had to sacrifice it to the Lord.  And the first ten percent of any crops belonged to the Lord; you had to give them to God.  You did it, recognizing that any harvest had come from the Lord.  And you did it, confident that: even though you were giving the first part (at first, the only part) back to him, certainly he would send more to you to feed your family.

And so, as it says here: Christ is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  Like a Christian’s sleep, a Christian’s death is temporary.  Like a Christian’s sleep, a Christian’s death is peaceful.  And that’s because Christ is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  He’s the beginning of a whole harvest of risen bodies that is coming from the Lord.  As surely as he rose from the dead, we can be confident God will raise all others from the dead.  

  And this is really appropriate, because God goes on to say: For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  

As descendants of Adam, people have inherited his sin.  As descendants of Adam, people have inherited the result of his transgression: death.  As inheritors of Christ, though, people inherit his righteousness.  As inheritors of Christ, all people will rise from the dead—those who trust in him will rise to live with him; those who reject him will rise to exist eternally apart from him.  

And this paragraph concludes: But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him—meaning we’re still waiting for all of this to transpire.

Appropriation One: Christ Is the Firstfruits of Life For Us

(& We Ought to Render to Him Our Firstfruits)

All of this is just as true for you today as it was for you two weeks ago at Easter.


It says here, first of all: In Adam all die.  …Remember Adam? – He sinned, and he died!  …Remember Cain, son of Adam? – He sinned, and he died!  …Remember Noah …and his son Ham, Abraham …and his nephew Lot’s wife, Moses …and Pharaoh? – Good and bad alike: they sinned and they died! they sinned and they died! they sinned and they died!  


And how well do you know yourself? – You sin.  And you will die.  You carry a transgression infection, inherited from your parents.  Its symptoms are evident every day, every time you commit a sin.  And this transgression infection will sometime kill you.  


But there’s good news here, as well: In Christ all will be made alive.  …Remember Christ? – He lived right in God’s sight, and so: he rose from the dead!  

And it says here: he is the firstfruits; you are the rest of the fruits.  He is the firstborn; you are the later born.  In other words, in him: you are right in God’s sight!  In him: you will rise from the dead!  That’s the Easter message!

Exposition Two: Christ Was the Destroyer of Death For the Corinthians
But for now, we wait.  And that’s what God’s Word to us today reflects when it says: Then – nearly two thousand years now and counting – Then the end will come on what we call Judgment Day, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  And what does this refer to specifically? – The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For he "has put everything under his feet." 

And what that pictures is that God’s got in mind for a certain number of times for death to win the victory in this world.  John Smith dies, and that’s victory number forty-nine billion, nine hundred ninety-nine million, nine hundred ninety-nine thousand, nine hundred ninety-eight.  Pablo Perez dies, and that’s victory number forty-nine billion, nine hundred ninety-nine million, nine hundred ninety-nine thousand, nine hundred ninety- nine.  And Tai Nguyen dies, and that’s … it!  That’s death’s final victory.  No more!  Christ says, “Now’s the time!  Dispatch the angels!  Sound the trumpets!  I’m appearing!  The battle is over!  I have won!  No more death!  Everybody: rise!  Rise from the dead!

And everything becomes subject to him!  And to conclude: Now when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.
Appropriation Two: Christ Is the Destroyer of Death For Us

(& We Ought to Render to Him Our Submission)
So, when will your death take place? …Will it be in a brilliant explosion—like that of the Challenger space shuttle sixteen years ago, or that of the Twin Towers seven months ago, or that of the van-and-bus collision eight miles east of here two and a half weeks ago?  Will your death take place at age ninety, or seventy-five, or twenty-five?  Will cancer claim your life, or heart disease, or simple old age?  Will you be death number forty-five billion or fifty billion or what?  


It doesn’t matter!  Christ has destroyed all dominion, authority, and power!  All his enemies have been put under his feet!  And: The last enemy to be destroyed is death!  Whatever the death date will be on your grave marker, it really shouldn’t be there.  Easter means that Jesus lives, and those who trust Jesus live, and you will live forever!  Whatever the article that appears in the obituaries, it really should be listed under something like “transfers” instead.  Easter means that Christ has risen, and those who trust Christ rise, and you will live forever!  Whatever the plot of ground your cold body occupies, it’s really only temporary.  Easter means that Jesus left his tomb, and those who trust Jesus will leave theirs, and you will live forever!  

Conclusion: Easter Has Daily Significance For Us
And that’s why Easter is worth celebrating again, even two weeks after the fact—and it’s worth celebrating again and again and again….  In fact, that’s why the Christian Church has usually celebrated Sunday as its weekly worship day; this is the day on which Christ arose.  

But Easter’s got significance every day of the week.  It’s every day that Christ’s victory is yours!  It’s every day that you can rejoice in the eternal life you have right now!  And it’s every day that you can reflect what we read here: now God is all in all!  

And this section of the Bible gives us a couple of clues as to how we might reflect every day that God is all in all….

First of all, it says here: Christ is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  And of course, that means that his resurrection is the down payment guaranteeing the full payment of our resurrection.  But when you hear “firstfruits” in church, what’s the first thing you think of? – Offerings, of course!  That’s because you know that God still intends for us to give firstfruits offerings to him.  In other words, if Christ is a gift from God to us, can’t we acknowledge by way of our offerings that our money is a gift from God to us, as well?  And if Christ is the first and best part of a full resurrection harvest, can’t we give God the first and best part of what we get—fully confident that he will supply the rest of our needs?  

Secondly, it says here: The Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.  And of course, that describes the pattern of things perpetually after the great Day of Judgment.  But can’t we add: if Christ is willing to be made subject to God to give all glory to him, can’t we be made subject to others to give all glory to God, as well?  It means I may not like my supervisor, but to the glory of God I’m willing to be subject to him without complaint.  I may not agree with my parents, but to the glory of God I’m willing to be subject to them without complaint.  And especially on tax day, I may not even like my government, but to the glory of God I’ll always be subject to my government with a smile on my face.  

And in view of the resurrection from the dead that’s mine eternally from my Savior Jesus Christ, how can I refuse to be filled with joy ☺ ?!  Amen.

Scripture says: You died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  Amen.
