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Prompted by the Spirit, David once wrote: I acknowledged my sin to you, O Lord, and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”—and you forgave the guilt of my sin.   That same joy belongs to every Christian!  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration this Ash Wednesday is the first part of one of the best known penitential psalms—Psalm fifty-one.  I’d like you to read it along with me; you can find it on page eight hundred eighty-nine of the pew Bibles….  Psalm fifty-one, verses one through six—together, starting with the superscription:  


(For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

This is the Word of the Lord.

Introduction: In Our Culture, Sin Is a Lost Concept

Dear fellow Christians—here today to deal honestly with your sin:


The longer I live the more I am amazed at how fully oblivious our culture is to the concepts of Christianity.  Satan’s cunning is amazing!  

Take the concept of “sin”….  Consider network television, consider popular music, consider non-Christian periodicals—when was the last time you saw or heard or read anything on the notion of sin?  

And of course: without sin, we have no idea of offense against God (who’s he, anyway?!).  And obviously: without sin, we have no need of the forgiveness of sin or a Savior from sin either.  

Theme: Ash Wednesday Has Us Dealing Honestly With Our Sin
By the grace of God, you haven’t swallowed lies like those!  You’ve come here this evening, acknowledging your sin and looking for forgiveness.  You see: 
* ASH WEDNESDAY HAS US DEALING HONESTLY WITH OUR SIN.  On the basis of God’s Word to us this evening, we will consider: (1) SIN’S DESTRUCTIVENESS, (2) SIN’S HOPELESSNESS, and (3) SIN’S FORGIVENESS in Christ Jesus.  

Part One: David Describes Sin’s Destructiveness
Tonight it’s David, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who helps us to deal honestly with our sinfulness.  And he himself became an expert at doing exactly that.

You remember David’s story….  It was about the middle of his reign over Israel—some nine hundred ninety years or so before Christ.  An evening stroll brought to David’s eyes lovely Bathsheba.  David inquired.  David found out she was married to one of his soldiers.  David stole her and possessed her sexually anyway—even though he already, sinfully had many wives.  To cover up his dirty deed, David tried to lure Uriah to sleep with his wife – even under the influence of alcohol – but righteously enough, Uriah wouldn’t do it.  So, David had Uriah killed in battle.  That’s how David involved his commander Joab in sin.  Then David married Uriah’s widow—looking now like some caring hero.  Worst of all, David covered up the whole mess for the better part of a year.  

David wrote God’s Word to us tonight after God had convicted him of his sin through the words of the Prophet Nathan.  To David’s credit, he acknowledged his deeds for what they were.  He calls them transgressions—literally “rebellions”.  David was saying: “God, I declared war on you.”  David calls his attitude iniquity—literally “crookedness”.  David was saying: “God, you gave me a straight way to follow, and I twisted and distorted it.”  And David calls his attitude sin—literally “shortfall”.  David was saying: “God, you gave me a target to aim for, and I came nowhere near hitting it.”  

Now, do you also notice how willing David is to acknowledge his offense specifically against the Almighty himself? – David wouldn’t have denied that he had done irreparable harm to Uriah (obviously), to Bathsheba (too), and to his entire nation (by setting such an awful example).  But chiefly David writes – and these are verses three and four: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, Lord, you only, Lord, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  So seriously did David take the fact that he had sinned against God that: to David it was as if he had adulterated God, deceived God, murdered God.  

Appropriation One: We Acknowledge Sin’s Destructiveness
You and I need to take the same attitude toward our sins….

Consider your sins….  David committed adultery.  Maybe you have, too.  David committed murder.  Maybe you have, too.  David lived a lie for a lengthy period of time.  Maybe you have, too.  Or maybe your sins are like mine—no adultery, but lust; no murder, but a constant willingness to criticize; no actually living a lie, but certainly living with a lack of really zealous love toward God and toward others.  

Whatever our sins, they are a rebellion against God.  We’ve said, “God, I don’t care what you say: I’m going my way!”  Whatever our sins, they are crookedness, perversion.  Our lusts make us perverts—and so do our greed and our selfish anger, for that matter.  Whatever our sins, they are shortfalls, debts.  We’ve said, “God, I may not have the credit, but I’m going to spend my life selfishly, sinfully anyway.”  
Part Two: David Describes Sin’s Hopelessness
It means that we have as much as declared war against God.  David did, as well.  So, what weaponry did David have so as to prevail against God, so as to sue for peace?  

Not a whole lot! – David writes: Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  In contrast: Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.  So, although God scrutinized David to his very soul and supplied the means for David to be right at heart with him, David had no hope of improving his sinful situation.  David acknowledged that he was sinful from the first moment of his existence.  He acknowledged that had inherited his state of sinfulness from his parents.  He was hopelessly unacceptable to God and could not improve himself at all.  

Appropriation Two: We Acknowledge Sin’s Hopelessness
You and I need to acknowledge the same….  

To God, we are rebels—pests that ought to be exterminated.  To God, we are perverts—causing him to recoil with distaste.  To God, we are hopelessly unacceptable—damaged scraps, littering the workshop floor.  

And there’s nothing we can do about it.  From my first moment I was in rebellion against God.  My sinfulness is a deep down part of me.  I can’t ignore it.  I can’t hide it.  And I can’t blame a single other soul for it.  

And neither can you….
Part Three: David Describes Sin’s Forgiveness In Christ
It’s a pretty bleak picture, isn’t it?  But it’s an honest picture of our sinfulness.  So, is there any hope for us?  

David thought so! – He pleads: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  Knowing God’s mercy, knowing God’s love, knowing God’s compassion, David pleaded with God to blot out, wash away, clean up his sinfulness.  

You see, David’s only hope was this: David knew that with God nothing is impossible—not even the forgiveness of David’s sins.  

Appropriation Three: We Acknowledge Sin’s Forgiveness In Christ
And all of that is just as true for you….

Longer than you have been a sinner, God has loved you without fail—forever.  The Lord has had mercy and compassion upon you the way that perhaps you have had when you’ve seen somebody else (maybe your child) really suffering.  You’d have done anything – you’d have taken his or her place! – to relieve that somebody else of pain.  

And that’s what God did for you.  A thousand years after the time of David, and two thousand years ago now, God took your place to relieve you of your pain.  As it suggests here: He blotted out your transgressions.  It’s as if your every sin were written on a scroll, and Christ took a sponge and soaked up and erased all your sin.  It says here: He washed away all your iniquity.  It’s as if your every sin had muddied your clothes, and Christ scrubbed them clean and laundered the dirt away.  It says here: He cleansed you from your sin.  The picture is that Christ purified you.  Deep down, top to bottom, inside out—he removed the filth.  

So, you, my friend, are forgiven.  You’re heaven-bound.  You are a friend again of God—by the forgiveness that belongs to you through Christ.
Conclusion: In Our Life, the Forgiveness of Sin Is a Precious Concept
So, isn’t it a shame our culture is so reluctant even to whisper that word “sin”?  You see: if we acknowledge sin – shameful though it is, embarrassing though it is – we find forgiveness and eternal life!  This Lenten Season: be honest about your sins—not only to God, but also to one another.  And then honestly find forgiveness—not only from God, but also from one another: through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  


Prompted by the Spirit, David once wrote: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him.   That same joy belongs to every Christian!  Amen.
