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Scripture promises: There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.  And that applies to us!  Amen.  


God's Word for our consideration on this sixth weekend of the Pentecost season is Luke chapter nineteen, verses one through ten:


Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a `sinner.'" -- But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 

Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Modern America Is Confused Over Christianity

Dear fellow Christians—once lost, now found, and from here on in: concerned for Christ … 

Have you noticed that modern-day America is very confused over Christianity?  I mean: apart from genuine Christians themselves, is there any American citizen who can say what Christianity is about?  

I hardly think so…! – On the one hand, there’s the old traditional view of Christianity: that it has everything to do with behavior; “Behave yourself, and you’ll be rewarded.”  On the other hand, there’s a rather new view of Christianity: that it has nothing to do with behavior; “Whatever you do: don’t dare judge behavior.”  

Theme: We Christians Are Like Zacchaeus …
Of course, neither view has Christianity correctly.  Instead, today’s account from Scripture provides us an excellent illustration of Christianity at its best.  You see: 
WE CHRISTIANS ARE LIKE ZACCHAEUS.  We Christians are like Zacchaeus, because: (1) WE CONFESS WE WERE LOST, (2) WE ARE CONFIDENT CHRIST FOUND US, & (3) WE NOW CONCERN OURSELVES WITH CHRIST.
Exposition One: Zacchaeus Had To Confess He Was Lost
God’s Word to us today begins this way: Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  It was probably March of thirty ad.  Jesus was only a week or some weeks away from his death and resurrection.  He was heading to Jerusalem by the most common route—through Jericho, a town of some thousands, overlooking the Jordan River Valley, seventeen miles east-northeast of Jerusalem.  With Jesus were at least hundreds, and more likely thousands, of people parading to the Passover Feast in the capital city of Jerusalem.  

And we go on to read: A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus.  His name means “pure or righteous one”—and by God’s grace in Christ, he would live up to that name.  However, for now we read that: He was a chief tax collector and was wealthy.  And those words tell a story….  

They tell us that Jewish Zacchaeus had bought from his Roman overlords the right to tax his own people on the Romans’ behalf.  For that right, Zacchaeus paid a lot of money.  But by having his underlings charge exorbitant tax rates, Zacchaeus would far more than make up his purchase price.  You see, Jericho was a great place to charge taxes.  It was a wealthy city where the Herodian kings were doing a lot of building.  It was situated squarely on one of the main trade routes of the day.  And Jericho’s rich groves of balsams and palms offered opportunity to levy lots of real estate taxes.  

Besides, if Zacchaeus ever ran short of money, he had many other revenue options.  Here’s the list: there were export taxes, import taxes, seaport taxes, city-gate taxes, salt taxes, crop taxes, animal taxes, vehicle taxes, slave taxes, income taxes, sales taxes, road taxes, poll taxes, entrance taxes, transfer taxes—and if all else failed “emergency” taxes! (just like now!!!)  And Zacchaeus had all the power of the Roman army to enforce the collection of these revenues!  So, you see: Zacchaeus was not just an Internal Revenue Service agent; he was really a cheater and a traitor.  

Nevertheless, we read: Zacchaeus wanted to see who Jesus was.  It’s quite clear he had never met Jesus.  But being a short man Zacchaeus could not see Jesus, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead.  Here was this likely middle-aged man sprinting, and he climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see Jesus.  That was one of those low, spreading evergreen trees with lots of branches and foliage—since Jesus was coming that way….
Application One: We Confess We Were Lost
Now my friends, that’s a good place to stop.  It’s a good place for us to stop and to acknowledge that you and I can relate to Zacchaeus.  The man was lost – hanging around up in that tree! – and so were we….

At first, you and I might not like to admit that we were like Zacchaeus.  But I submit to you that we were….  Zacchaeus was a traitor: willing to oppress his own people for his own selfish gain.  Haven’t you ever done the same?  Haven’t you ever allowed harm to come to another person so that you yourself wouldn’t get hurt…?  Zacchaeus was a cheater: willing to overcharge people to satisfy his own sinful greed.  Haven’t you ever done the same?  Have you always conducted all your business perfectly ethically—on the up and up?  Have you always accomplished all your assignments on your own—without so much as cheating once…?  

And then, there’s a way in which this poor, lost man – Zacchaeus – probably shows us up, doesn’t he?  Take a look at his zeal!  Here’s this silly little rich man, sprinting ahead of the crowd, climbing a tree (for goodness’ sake!)—just to get a look at Jesus.  Are we – Christians, mind you! – are we half that zealous to get to church?  Do we so much as wipe the dust off our Bibles daily to meet with Christ—or no?  

Exposition Two: Zacchaeus Became Confident Christ Found Him
See: we were lost: lost in sin—like Zacchaeus was lost in sin.  But Jesus found him….  

We go on to read: When Jesus reached the spot where the man was, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus – Jesus cared, and called him by his very name – Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today."  Such was our Savior’s love that he willingly took the time and trouble to deliver forgiveness to Zacchaeus’ doorstep.  And Zacchaeus came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

And lest we wonder whether the rescue operation was subsequently successful, we read afterwards: Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house – deliverance from the danger of damnation, rescue to eternal glory – because this man, too, is a son of Abraham—“This man too, besides being a Jew, has come to confide in me, the way Abraham did.”  And that’s what Christianity is all about: For the Son of Man – Jesus Christ – came to seek and to save what was lost."
Application Two: We Are Confident Christ Found Us
My friends: that’s also your story and mine!  In whatever sins you were lost, Jesus sought you, Jesus found you, and you are rescued!

Have you committed treason against God, harming others so that you yourself wouldn’t get hurt?  Jesus has repatriated you!  He’s forgiven your treason and returned to you your full rights of citizenship in his heavenly realm—as Jesus did for Zacchaeus….  Have you cheated God by cheating at school or cheating in business?  Jesus has beaten your bankruptcy!  He’s forgiven your cheating and paid off your debts to others—as Jesus did for Zacchaeus….  Have you lacked a zeal for God, hardly concerned over your lackadaisical attitude toward his Holy Word?  Jesus has deemed you worthy again; he has redeemed you!  He’s forgiven your bad attitude and declared you right in God’s sight—as Jesus did for Zacchaeus….  

Exposition Three: Zacchaeus Then Concerned Himself With Christ
And yet—and yet, that forgiveness does powerfully influence behavior.  Zacchaeus is a brilliant illustration of that….

We go on to read: All the people saw this.  They saw that Jesus had called Zacchaeus by name.  They saw that Jesus had gone to be with Zacchaeus.  And thinking that Christianity was all about behavior, they began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a `sinner.'"  

But listen to this: Zacchaeus stood up and spoke to the Lord.  Notice: he didn’t address the other people; it didn’t matter to him what they said.  Zacchaeus spoke to the Lord—because the Lord Jesus was all he was concerned about.  

Zacchaeus stood up and spoke to the Lord.  "Look, Lord!  See: he was identifying Jesus as the Lord God.  Look, Lord!  Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor.  I’ve read that back in those days they hoped you’d give a fifth of your income toward such works of love.  Zacchaeus pledged two-and-a-half times that!  And if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.  According to the Old Testament, that was a full compensation for theft.  And although Zacchaeus could probably have gotten away with repaying less—or even repaying nothing, Zacchaeus eagerly desired to do what the Lord directed him to do.  
Application Three: We Now Concern Ourselves With Christ
And my friends: that’s also your concern and mine….  Like Zacchaeus, we confess we were lost in sin.  Like Zacchaeus, we are confident Christ found us.  And like Zacchaeus, we now concern ourselves with Christ.  You see, that’s how Christianity influences our behavior! – It works this way….  

Let’s say you have been a traitor and a cheater like Zacchaeus.  Friend, you’re forgiven!  You’re repatriated, redeemed, and resurrected—really!  Now—now your only concern is for Christ.  So, you’re not going to be a traitor or a cheater anymore.  

Or let’s say you have been an addict—addicted to some substance, or addicted to gambling, or addicted to pornography.  Hey, friend, you’re forgiven!  Christ died for those sins!  Jesus really does love you!  (So do I!)  And now, your only concern is for Christ.  And I am fully convinced that the power of his forgiveness will – short time or long – cause you to overcome your addiction.  

Or finally, let’s say that you have been committing one of those sins against marriage.  Either you’ve been defending the divorce you got, even though your spouse never cheated on you sexually nor abused you really.  Or you’ve been having sex outside of marriage.  Hey, friend, you’re forgiven!  Christ died for those sins!  Jesus really does love you!  (So do I!)  And now, your only concern is for Christ.  And I am fully convinced that the power of his forgiveness will lead you back to the right attitude and – short time or long – the right actions in regard to sex and marriage.  
Conclusion: Christianity Is About Forgiveness (Which Influences Behavior)
You see: that’s what Christianity is all about!  …It’s not about behavior – “behave yourself, and you’ll be rewarded” – no, Christianity is about forgiveness.  But on the other hand, it’s not that Christianity doesn’t influence behavior either; the power of Christ’s love and forgiveness does lead you to be concerned with him and him alone.  Christianity does make you think and act rightly for Christ.  

So, my friend, live your life that way this week, and the next, and the next—until Christ comes to take us to that sinless place when we will no longer struggle to serve our Savior!  Amen.

Scripture has your Heavenly Father saying to you: I had to celebrate and be glad, because you were dead and are alive again; you were lost and now are found.  Amen.
