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Scripture says: Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.  So shall it be!  Amen.  


God's Word to us this morning narrates for us the Final Judgment.  This is Daniel, chapter seven, verses nine and ten, and thirteen and fourteen:


As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat.  His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool.  His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.  A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.  Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.  The court was seated, and the books were opened.  


In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  


This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Recent News Has Focused on Earthly Power

Dear fellow citizens in Christ’s kingdom:

Do you keep up on the news? – I try to.  For me it means that at seven in the morning I usually catch Headline News.  Then at the first commercial I’ll turn to Fox News.  Then at the next commercial I’ll turn to something like ABC.  And when I get home at nine or ten at night, I’ll catch the local news and always devour the Daily Times.  

Now, if you keep up on the news like that, you know that recent news has focused on conflicts and transitions between earthly powers.  That’s true internationally—because nearly every day we hear something about a War with Iraq, and pretty frequently we hear about the War on Terror.  It’s true of national and state news, too—lately we’ve been hearing about the transition in power from Democrats to Republicans, especially in the US Senate, and the transition in power from Republicans to Democrats, especially in the executive branch of Wisconsin government.  

See, the news is like that—always conflicts and transitions between earthly powers.  Practically any one of us can remember repeated transitions of power between Democrats and Republicans.  Some of you older members can remember when international dominance lay with the Central Powers of Europe during World War One, then with the Axis Powers during World War Two, then with the Soviet Union and its Satellites, and now the USA is the world’s superpower.  And it makes any person wonder: What will future news flashes look like?  Where will earthly dominance lie in the future?  

Theme: The Most Important News Flash of All—

Judgment Day Is Coming!
Well, ultimately that brings us to listen to: THE MOST IMPORTANT NEWS FLASH OF ALL—that JUDGMENT DAY IS COMING!  This is BIG NEWS nowadays, because (1) THE FATHER’S FURY CONDEMNS MODERN NATIONS—AND US!  But this is also GOOD NEWS nowadays, because (2) CHRIST’S CONTINUAL KINGDOM OUTLASTS MODERN NATIONS—FOR US!  Finally, this is NEWS WE CAN USE nowadays, because (3) THE SPIRIT CELEBRATES CHRIST’S CORONATION AND GENERATES GOOD WORKS—IN US!
Part One: (Big News) The Father’s Fiery Fury 

Condemns Modern Nations—and Us!
The earthly writer of God’s own Word to us this morning was a fellow named Daniel.  Daniel operated largely during the sixth century (the five hundreds) before Christ.  He was a Jewish man who lived a thousand miles away in Mesopotamia—in those late Old Testament times, during the time of Judah’s exile.  Interestingly enough, Daniel was only secondarily a prophet.  Daniel was, primarily, a statesman.  He was a governmental official during very turbulent times.  

That’s well illustrated by this chapter of the Bible we are reading: Daniel chapter seven.  In this chapter, Daniel has a prophetic dream—a vision of four beasts.  These beasts represent four successive earthly powers.  First, there is a lion with wings.  That represents the Babylonian Empire, which Daniel is serving.  Then, the lion is replaced by a bear with three ribs in its mouth.  That represents the Medo-Persian Empire, which Daniel would later serve.  Then, the bear is replaced with a four-headed leopard.  That represents the Greek Empire, long after Daniel’s time (it splits into four kingdoms after the time of Alexander the Great).  And then, the leopard is replaced by a terrifying beast with iron teeth and ten horns.  That represents the Roman Empire, very long after Daniel’s time (it’s a strong kingdom with a string of many emperors).  

So, which of these kingdoms is going to win out?  Who will get the upper hand? – Ah, that’s where God’s Word to us today comes in!  Daniel reports: As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days – the everlasting one: God himself – took his seat.  His clothing was as white as snow – so pure! – the hair of his head was white like wool – so holy!  His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.  A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him – it’s the very picture of perfection, an apt representation of God’s white hot righteousness!  Thousands upon thousands – of angels especially – attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.  And then what happened? – This is important!  The court was seated, and the books were opened.  

Now, given the context, the message is clear—isn’t it?  …Which earthly kingdom will get the upper hand?  Which kingdom will last? – None of them!  Judgment Day Is Coming!  And this is Big News, because the Father’s Fiery Fury Condemns Earthly Nations like these.  

In this vision: God is telling Daniel, “Neither Babylon nor Medo-Persia will win out; God will judge them—for the violence on which their empires were built.  Neither Greece nor Rome will win out; God will judge them—for the idolatry that unifies them.”

And in this vision: God is reminding us, “Neither Germany nor Japan won out; God judged them for their wickedness.  Neither the Soviet Union nor the Islamic World won out; God has judged them, and God is judging them for their idolatry.”

But here’s a sobering thought….  The USA is not going to win out either.  God will judge our nation.  God will judge it for the oppression of minorities on which our nation was built.  God will judge our nation for the extermination of native peoples on which it was built.  

Or maybe we’ve gotten over all of that….  Even then, we’ve got to ask ourselves: Will God still not judge our nation for its toleration of more than a million pre-birth murders during the past thirty years?  Will God not judge our nation for trashing marriage and deifying every sort of sexual relationship outside of marriage?  Will God not judge our nation for its stingy, me-first, my-pleasure-at-all-costs attitude?


And you know what’s most sobering to me? – My sinful nature (within which all that same sort of sin also dwells): My sinful nature is a part of the problem.  And so is yours.  And God ought to judge us….

Part Two: (Good News) Christ’s Continual Kingdom 

Outlasts Modern Nations—for Us!  

So then, the question gets to be: Is there any relief?  Is there any hope: and not just for the world, and not just for our nation, but also for us?  Are we able somehow to survive judgment by getting some sort of connection with something everlasting?  


Ah: that’s where the rest of God’s Word to us today comes in….  It has Daniel saying: In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man –Jesus’ own favorite designation for himself – and he was coming with the clouds of heaven – just as he promised he would on the Day of Judgment.  He approached the Ancient of Days – his Heavenly Father, and ours! – and was led into his presence.    And then what happened? – He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him – see: Christ’s kingdom is one that extends over the entire earth.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed – see: Christ’s kingdom is the one that endures eternally.  


And with confidence in Christ – along with all the others whom the Spirit has drawn to place their faith in him – you and I belong to Christ’s kingdom.  We confess it to be the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints—that group of all people, in heaven and on earth, who are right in God’s sight because of Jesus.  And fellow citizens in Christ’s kingdom: we’ve got it made—even on God’s great Day of Judgment.  


I mean: ask the old Babylonians or Medes whether they can go to their Nebuchadnezzar or Cyrus for forgiveness on the great Day of Reckoning….  Of course, they can’t!  But we’ve got Christ—who by his blood blotted out our every sin!  He has prepared us for the great Day of Reckoning.  


Ask the old Greeks or Romans whether they can go to their Alexander the Great or Julius Caesar or to their Zeus or Jupiter for a complete supply of righteousness….  Of course, they can’t!  But we’ve got Christ—who through his resurrection delivered us perfection!  He has prepared us for the great Day of Judgment.  


And nowadays, to whom shall we go for help?  Will Hitler answer prayer?  Can Stalin comfort a soul?  Or can even Jim Doyle or George Bush supply you food and clothing and shelter?  “No!” and “No!” and “No! No! No!”  But Christ can!  And Christ does!  And Christ will!  


In fact: Christ feeds you with his forgiveness.  Christ clothes you with his righteousness.  Christ shelters you with his eternal love.  This is Good News!  Christ’s Continual Kingdom Outlasts Modern Nations—for Us!  
Part Three & Conclusion: (News We Can Use) The Spirit 

Celebrates Christ’s Coronation and Generates Good Works—in Us!  

Now, I asked you earlier in the sermon: Do you keep up on the news? – Well, maybe you do.  If you do keep up on the news, does it influence the way you live? – No doubt, it does.  A person tends to use the news.  Well, the good news we just heard is News You Can Use, as well.  So, let me give you – briefly – two ways this news might influence your life.  

First of all: if Jesus’ dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away – and it is! and you belong to it! –if Christ’s kingdom is one that will never be destroyed – and it is! and you belong to it! – then my friends, it’s time to celebrate!  Really!  With a greater joy than we celebrate a thrilling victory in our favorite athletic contest, with bigger interest than a nation celebrates the accession of a new leader, we Christians live our lives with smiles on our faces and happiness in our hearts.  

And secondly: if (when all is said and done) the court will be seated, and if (in the end) the books will be opened, then let’s fill the final court record with evidence incontrovertibly incriminating us as Christians.  Let’s really love the Lord with all our heart.  Let’s really be devoted to one another.  Let’s not spare any measure to share with others the inestimable treasure God has garnered for us in Christ.  

He is our release from sin (once and for all!) and our peace with God (in his heavenly hall!)—now and forever!  Amen.


Scripture has us saying: To him who loves us, and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever.  Amen.  
