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The Apostle Peter once declared: You were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers—redeemed with the precious blood of Christ.   Amen.  


God's special Word to us this morning continues our summer sermon series on Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthian Christians.  It is First Corinthians, chapter four, verses one through five:


So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.


This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: To Whom Do You Feel Answerable?

Dear fellow Christians—fellow assistants and administrators for the Lord:


To whom do you feel answerable in your life?  That’s an important question, isn’t it!  To whom do you feel responsible?  Or to put it a little more exactly: When you find you need to make a decision, whom do you aim to please?  


You know: if you’re still in your parents’ household, the answer might be “your parents”.  Whatever you do, you are answerable to them.  Along the same lines: if you are still a student, you are responsible to your teachers.  But it doesn’t really change when you get older….  If you have a job, you feel responsible to your boss or your supervisor—or if you are the boss or the supervisor, you feel responsible to your employees or your customers.  We all ought to feel answerable to our government.  If you are married, you feel answerable to your spouse.  Whether married or unmarried, you may respond, “I feel answerable to myself”.  


Of course, all of that can get kind of crushing!  I mean: if you aim to please your parents, your teachers, your boss, your government, your spouse, and yourself – and if all of these have different expectations of you – you might find yourself incredibly conflicted!  It can seem like quite some slavery!

Theme: We Are Answerable to the Lord as His Assistants & Administrators
So, let me simplify it a bit for you ….  Fellow Christians, finally: WE ARE ANSWERABLE TO THE LORD AS HIS ASSISTANTS AND ADMINISTRATORS.  From God’s Word to us today, we will explore two questions in that regard.  First of all (1) HOW DID THAT HAPPEN?—that we became answerable to the Lord.  And secondly (2) WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?—that we are his assistants and administrators.  
Part One: We Are Answerable to the Lord as Assistants & Administrators— How Did That Happen?
To begin with: you might recall that the year was approximately fifty-five ad—about a quarter century after Christ’s death and resurrection, which accomplished our salvation.  At that time the Lord’s chief missionary, especially among the Gentiles, was the Apostle Paul.  Now Paul was on his third missionary journey—at this point in Ephesus, in Asia Minor, in modern-day Turkey.  While he was there, Paul took the time to write a letter across the Aegean Sea to Corinth, Greece, two hundred fifty miles to his west—to the Christian congregation he had gathered there a couple years earlier.  

That Christian congregation in Corinth—it had problems….  Probably the main one was that the church was divided into factions.  Here’s how Paul describes it earlier in this epistle: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ”.  

You can understand, then, why Paul begins God’s Word to us today this way: So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.  You see: Paul was saying to his people, “Don’t follow me!  Don’t follow us!  Follow Christ!  Follow God!”  

And that’s because, as it says here, Paul was a servant of Christ.  A better word for that? – Assistant: Paul was an assistant to Christ.  The New Testament uses that word assistant most frequently for the servants of the high priests Annas and Caiaphas—not guys who washed their feet or vacuumed their houses, but guys who did their bidding: investigating and arresting Jesus.  In a much better way, then, Paul was an assistant to Christ; freely he did what Christ bid.  

And Paul was entrusted with the secret things of God.  A good word for that? – He was Christ’s administrator.  It’s a word the Bible uses for a fellow like Joseph, who administered the affairs of Potiphar’s household.  Paul was an administrator like that for Christ; Christ actually owned the church, and Paul aimed to administer it for him.  

Incidentally – actually, not incidentally at all! – this is your story and mine, as well.  You and I are also assistants to and administrators for the Lord.  

We didn’t start out that way, though.  We started out as assistants to and administrators for … Satan.  The Bible puts it bluntly: You used to be slaves to sin.  So, think of what a dreadful condition it was, within which we entered the world.  We were assistants to Satan.  He spoke the word.  We did his bidding.  He said, “Sin!” and sin we did.  We were also administrators for Satan.  He had his household of hell.  And we managed it for him.  And don’t think for a minute that that was a happy life for us.  Was there any pleasing our master Satan? – No!  The devil just demanded more and demanded more and demanded more….

So, what happened? – Well, fellow assistants to and administrators for the Lord: a different Master has now bought us.  And don’t think the price wasn’t steep!  Our new Master actually had to subject himself to the suffering we had earned as servants of Satan.  Our new Master actually had to go through the hell we slaves had so richly deserved.  Can you imagine a Master bruised, bleeding, drooping, dying in the place of his underlings? – That’s what Christ did for us!

And now, that’s why we are his assistants and administrators.  Isn’t that a whole different way to look at life?  Christ bought us and freed us, here not to be his servants but to be his assistants.  So, you and I happily carry out Jesus’ directions.  Christ purchased us and liberated us, here not to be his slaves but to be his administrators.  You and I now joyously manage his household.  Think of it: as fellow assistants and administrators for the Lord, this new life of ours is really a life worth living!

Part Two: We Are Answerable to the Lord as Assistants & Administrators— What Does That Mean?


So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ, Paul writes.  And that’s also your story and mine.  So, what does that mean for our lives practically? – Well, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul provides six answers.  Let’s consider them and apply them together….  

First of all: We are those entrusted with the secret things of God.  Paul says the apostles and their associates had received from God things only God could reveal—and that God wanted those things revealed to others.  

We also are entrusted with the secret things of God.  Sure, we pastors are.  But you also are.  You have Bibles.  There the secret things of God are revealed.  God means for you to tell them to others.  

That’s true of you, no matter how small you are.  So, let me apply it to you children.  You are Jesus’ assistants.  He wants you to reveal him to others.  Right now, you can do that within your family—especially by confessing your sins to them and leading them to confess theirs, especially by forgiving your family in Jesus’ name and asking them to forgive you.  

Point two—Paul says to the Lord’s every assistant and administrator: Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.  Paul says the apostles and their associates had as their goal not pleasing people, but rather pleasing God.  They needed to be faithful to him.  

That’s also true of you, no matter what station of life you are in.  Let me apply it to those of you who are married.  You are Jesus’ administrators.  Your aim is to carry out what he wants and to please him.  It’s entirely possible that this may not please your spouse.  So, your husband or your family may want you to stay home, rather than going to church.  Please God, rather than them!  Your wife or your family may want you to buy them a dinner out, or a new vehicle, or something for the house, rather than paying off the household’s debts to others.  Please God, rather than them!  

Point three—Paul continues: I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court.  That’s Paul’s reminder that Christians can’t be judging the intentions of other Christians.  It’s not to say Christians don’t judge sinful actions; that’s their responsibility.  And it’s not to say that Christians don’t realize that every intention and action of somebody who is not a Christian is sinful.  But Christians can’t be judging the intentions of other Christians.  

Let’s apply that to those of you who are workers.  And let’s say you have a Christian boss.  Don’t forever be thinking that one way or another the boss is out to get you.  Assume your boss has the best intentions.  And for that matter: if you are a boss, assume your Christian employees also have the best intentions.  That’s what the Lord teaches here.  

Point four—Paul continues: Indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent.  While there are other places in Scripture that Paul makes it clear that he does evaluate his own actions, it’s clear here he doesn’t become overly critical of himself.  

And neither should you!  There are some of you – some of us? – who are so self-critical that it paralyzes you.  Give it up!  Faithfully follow Christ.  Serve him.  Speak his Word.  And trust that Jesus can use as his assistants and administrators even timid creatures like you and me.  After all, that’s what he bought us for!

Point five—Paul then writes this Word from God: It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts.  Paul means that as a comfort for Christians.  They don’t need forever to be judging.  They don’t forever wait for the axe to fall on evildoers.  When Christ comes, not one wicked action, utterance, or opinion on the part of any evildoer will remain unknown.  

So as citizens, let’s apply that to our government and to our nation.  We Christians know that, despite the obvious blessings that are ours as Americans, there’s a lot of evildoing going on in our nation.  Probably the most glaring examples are our legalized baby-murder and the outright promotion of the perversion of homosexuality.  Besides that it sometimes seems as if our every governmental official has sought his position somehow for his own self-interest.  We may expect and even sort of welcome an immediate judgment.  Well, as it says here: judge nothing before its appointed time.  Wait till the Lord comes.  None of this will get past him!

And finally: At that time each will receive his praise from God.  Now, am I reading that right?  In the end, God will praise us?  (The word can also mean that he’ll give us recognition and approval.) – Yes!  And it’s meant as an encouragement for Christians to labor for the Lord without recognition here—knowing that a gracious heavenly reward is coming.  

So, let me return to you younger people—to you students.  Maybe you’re doing the best that you can, but your grades are just not excellent.  Maybe you just don’t have it in you to top the class with your work, but you keep trying and even improving.  And you wait in vain for the one word of praise, the one word of approval or recognition, your teacher gives so liberally to those who do so well.  Well, your Savior knows your efforts.  Wait till he comes.  He will (really!) pat you on the back and say: Well done, good and faithful servant!  

Conclusion: We Ought to Feel Answerable Especially to the Lord!
So in the end, to whom do you feel answerable? – You might want to say, “My parents, my teachers, my boss, my government, my spouse, my-self.”  And those aren’t entirely bad answers—because the voices of God’s representatives in your life are the voice of God himself (unless they conflict with Scripture).  But really, finally, you and I are only answerable to the Almighty.  You are responsible to your Redeemer.  And in the end, isn’t it a comfort to know that your only employment is to please him? …your only goal is to know him? …your highest joy is to join him?  Amen!


The Apostle John once exclaimed: To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever!   Amen.  

