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Scripture says: Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration during this first of our midweek Advent services is Genesis chapter three, verse fifteen.  There the Lord says to Satan:


I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.  


This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: We Anticipate Christ’s Advent as the Ancients Did

Dear fellow offspring of Adam and Eve:

Advent has arrived.  And you know that Advent always has us readying ourselves for Christ’s coming at Christmas.  That’s why, pretty regularly, we turn our attention to Old Testament prophecies during the Advent Season.  Just the way these prophecies pointed ancient people to Jesus’ arrival, these Scriptures help us get ready for his coming to us again.  


This year’s Advent Season will have us considering three prophecies from the Bible’s first book: Genesis.  These three prophecies the Lord issued to ancient ancestors of the Savior: to Eve, to Abraham, and to Judah.  

Theme: Advent Anticipation with Christ’s Ancient Ancestor: Eve
So, today’s Word from God has us participating in: ADVENT ANTICIPATION WITH CHRIST’S ANCIENT ANCESTOR: EVE.  This prophecy from God for Eve will remind us (1) OUR SIN IS FRIENDLINESS TOWARD SATAN.  It will also deliver to us the good news that (2) CHRIST CAME TO CRUSH SATAN FOR US.  This Word from God also reminds us (3) WE NOW LIVE WITH HOSTILITY TOWARD SATAN.
Part One: Our Sin Is Friendliness Toward Satan
Of course, you remember the background here….  It was some six thousand years ago, at least, in a garden in Upper Mesopotamia—when the world was very young.  The first two human beings, fresh from their creation, were together.  And Satan: just previously a holy angel, but now rebellious against God and the epitome of evil—Satan happened upon Eve, in the form of a snake.  

Satan used the opportunity to call into question God’s providence for Eve.  Upon her righteous answer, Satan lied to Eve.  Eve believed Satan.  That was the first sin.  Then she ate the fruit—a subsequent sin.  Adam was with her, and didn’t care enough to step in and serve his wife spiritually by protecting her.  That was a concurrent sin.  Then Adam ate the fruit—a subsequent sin.  

The two were filled with guilt—a consequence of sin.  They ran from God—another consequence of their trespass.  Then Adam blamed Eve (and God), and Eve blamed the snake (and God)—it was sin after sin after sin….

…And that’s pretty much the way it goes for us, isn’t it?  This is true for us, at least hundreds of times a day!  We doubt God will provide for us, unless we sinfully help.  We believe Satan’s lies—that sin is fun, that sin is worthy, that sin is unavoidable.  We simply, directly do what God tells us not to do.  We fail to step in to help others avoid sin.  And then we blame others for our own sin.  

And do you know what’s most heinous about all of that? – Think of it this way….  When we sin: We are cozying up to Satan.  We are partnering with Satan.  We are considering Satan our friend.  We’re waking up in the morning with a snake in our bed!  We’re doing breakfast, lunch, and supper with a viper!  We’re studying with, laboring with, relaxing with a slimy, slithery serpent!  And make no mistake about it: in the dead of the night, he’s planning to fasten his venomous fangs right into the veins of our neck!  
Part Two: Christ Came to Crush Satan for Us  

Now, that’s why God’s Word to us today was so wonderful for Adam and for Eve.  Their loving Lord, with whom they had walked in the garden in the cool of the day, still cared about them with an everlasting compassion, despite their dreadful transgression.  So, God stepped in and spoke to the snake – to Satan – the following words: words damning to him, but life-giving words for Adam and Eve and for their every child….


God said to Satan: I will put enmity: enmity is a state of hostility—I will put enmity between you, Satan, and the woman, Eve.  God was saying, “Satan, I am going to make you and Eve enemies again.  She cozied up to you.  You two partnered together.  She took you as her friend.  But I’m putting an end to that.  I’m making you enemies again.”  It’s all contrary to the best hopes of Satan.  But what great news it is for Eve!

I will put enmity between you, Satan, and the woman, Eve, and between your offspring, Satan – your followers, namely the demons – and hers.  This is good news, too, because it announces that the Lord has in mind not just a single victory on Eve’s behalf—but an enduring victory on behalf of Eve’s offspring.  

And now, most importantly of all, get this: He: a singular male offspring of Eve, of the woman, and of no human father (all of that is in these words!)—He will crush your head, Satan, the way a person might crush a snake’s head and render the serpent completely powerless.  He will crush your head, Satan, and you, Satan, will crush his heel.  “Satan, you will painfully harm this male offspring of the woman.  But his heel will heal.  In contrast: Satan, he will smash you.  He will render you totally powerless….

Isn’t that great news?  Isn’t that what Christmas is all about?!  Yes, our sin means that we had cozied up to Satan.  And our inherited infection with wickedness means that we could do nothing about that.  We did need other-worldly power to pull Satan’s fangs out of our neck.  

And that’s why Jesus came!  The Baby born in Bethlehem restored a state of hostility between Satan and people.  He made all Satan’s offspring and all Eve’s offspring enemies again.  The male child born to Mary without agency of a human father—he crushed Satan’s head, when he was born into this world: perfect in our place.  Jesus stomped Satan’s skull with his every sinless, righteous act.  Jesus smashed Satan’s power: when he rose from the dead and raised us from the dead.  

True: in the process Satan crushed Jesus’ heel.  Satan crushed the flesh of one heel at the time of Christ’s crucifixion, and then the flesh of the other—not to mention the wounds to Christ’s hands and side and psyche and soul.  But Jesus still won, where we could not.  And he’s shared with us his victory.  That’s what Christ’s coming at Christmas means—for Eve and for us!  
Part Three & Conclusion: We now Live with Hostility toward Satan  

So, does that affect the way we live our lives this Advent Season? – Absolutely!  Christ has placed hostility between us and Satan.  Jesus has made us friends again with his Heavenly Father.  Christ crushed Satan’s head.  Jesus has elevated us to glory.  Therefore, we will live victoriously in triumph over Satan.  


The next time Satan leads you to doubt your Lord’s love for you, don’t put up with it.  Stomp Satan’s skull!  The next time Satan lies to you, don’t believe him.  Crush him down!  The next time the devil dissuades you from persuading another person not to sin, smash Satan’s head!  And when you do sin, for Christ’s sake own up to it!  Admit it! because Christ has swept that sin away!  


And when Satan suggests you can’t do all this, that you’re not powerful enough, that you’re helpless under his control—that’s just another one of the devil’s lies.  Through the male offspring of the woman, Jesus Christ, you have become one of God’s offspring.  You can conquer sin!  You can flatten Satan’s skull!  Do it!  

Do it for Christ—whose once wounded hands now embrace you, whose once stricken heart still bleeds for you, whose once crushed feet are now hurrying someday to rescue you—to that place where you will enjoy God’s friendship, forever and ever.  Amen.


The very end of the Scriptures has our Savior saying: Yes, I am coming soon!  And to that we respond: Come Lord Jesus!  Amen.  
