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John the Baptist once pointed to Jesus Christ and said: Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  John’s words point us to Jesus yet today.  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration during this third weekend of the Advent Season is John chapter one, verses nineteen through twenty-eight:


Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ." 

They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" 

He said, "I am not." 

"Are you the Prophet?" 

He answered, "No." 

Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.'" 


Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

"I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie." 

This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.


This is God’s Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: At This Time of Year, We Prepare for Christmas

Dear fellow Christians—awaiting the coming of Christ at Christmas:

This is the time of year for Christmas preparations.  Probably your Christmas tree is up, and so are all your decorations.  Probably you’ve been baking Christmas cookies, if that’s the sort of thing you or your family do.  Probably if I’d ask each of you, most of you would be able to tell me where you’ll be spending the upcoming Christmas holiday.  

Those, of course, are outward preparations for Christmas.  It’s important for us to make some inward preparations, as well.  In fact, that’s why you’re here today….
Theme: John the Baptist Prepares You for Christmas
So, while you’re here – on the basis of God’s Word to us today – let me share with you that: JOHN THE BAPTIST PREPARES YOU FOR CHRISTMAS.  John will urge you to (1) WELCOME JESUS IN YOUR HEARTS WITHOUT DISTRACTION, and he’ll encourage you to (2) SERVE JESUS IN YOUR LIVES WITH HUMILITY.
Exposition One: With His Words John the Baptist Identified Jesus
It’s actually the last verse of God’s Word to us today that gives us the background to this account.  It says: This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  

It was probably early in the year of our Lord twenty-six—some nearly two thousand years ago.  A man sent from God named John the Baptist was beginning to baptize—and multiple thousands, at least, were flocking to him.  He was, of course, at the Jordan River—winding, muddy, and for the most part like our Rock River in size.  At this point John was doing his work at a place called Bethany, on the opposite bank of the Jordan River from the Holy Land proper, along the lower reaches of the river.  

There we read: Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem – some twenty or thirty miles and a whole day’s journey away – sent priests and Levites – actual professional church workers, part of the temple staff – to ask him who he was.

John did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ.”  On the one hand: the earthly king and deliverer, probably even greater than David, to which they were wrongly looking forward…, on the other hand: the Prophet, Priest, King, and Savior, to which we are rightly looking forward—John was neither one.

They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”  Now, we know that John could have answered “yes” to that question.  He was the fulfillment of the last words of the Old Testament—where the Lord promised through Malachi: I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  Jesus himself identified John the Baptist as that Elijah.  But since these Jews were probably looking for some sort of reincarnated perversion of the Prophet Elijah, John said, "I am not." 

So, then this official Jewish delegation asked him: "Are you the Prophet?”  These Jews thought the Prophet was just a prophet who would come at about the time of the Messiah.  In reality, the Prophet was: A prophet like me – Moses had said in Deuteronomy chapter eighteen – from among your own brothers, to whom you must listen.  In reality, then, the Prophet was Jesus—as Peter said in Acts chapter three.  So, of John the Baptist we read: He answered, "No," I’m not the Prophet.

And Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?"  So, we read: John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.'"  I am the voice – I am a prophet – I am the voice of one calling in the desert – literally, in the Desert of Judea; figuratively, in the wasteland of this world – I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’  “God is coming!  Get ready!”  That’s what John the Baptist was and what he preached.
Application One: Welcome Jesus (In Your Hearts) Without Distraction  

“Get ready!  God is coming!”  Now: isn’t that what Christmas is all about?  Isn’t that message as applicable to us today?  

It implies that we are not naturally ready for Christ to come.  This message reminds us we have sinned.  It reminds us we are a wasteland of unrighteousness by nature.  And we are, aren’t we?  Our thoughts are dirty dust, not so?  Our words are hot desert air, not true?  And our evil deeds deserve the punishment of desert heat eternally.  

But John the Baptist said: “Get ready!  God is coming!”  And come God did.  God, who existed eternally ago, entered this world—so that you will spend a future forever with him.  God, who made this world for you and you for this world, God was made in the womb of a virgin—to make you anew into his image.  God, in whose hand and in whose plan is every moment of our lives, that God entered a womb and entered a tomb; he saw the beginning and the ending of his earthly days—to rescue you from your grave and deliver to you an eternal resurrection to life with him.   

“Get ready!  God is coming!  Make straight paths for him!”  That, then, is what John the Baptist says to us today.  Now, you know that when a king is coming, you improve the roads for him.  You remove the rocks.  You remove the trees.  You smooth the path.  

At Christmas: Christ is coming!  Which rocks do you need to remove for him?  Is it your fighting with this or that relative?  Is it your arguments with your spouse—or boss?  Is it your stubborn harshness toward your child—or coworker?  Get rid of those rocks!  Christ is coming!  

At Christmas: Christ comes!  Which trees do you need to remove for him?  Is it your infatuation with material things?  Is it your inability to say “no” to spending on your house, spending on a car, spending on several vacations, spending on the latest electronic gadgetry, spending on eating out?  Rip out those scraggy bushes!  Christ is coming!  

At Christmas: Christ comes!  Which paths do you need to smooth?  Do you need finally to forgive your Mom, your Dad, your brother, your sister, your son, your daughter, your teacher, your boss, your former friend, your neighbor?  Brother, sister: smooth the pathway.  Christ is coming!

Exposition Two: With His Baptism John the Baptist Identified Jesus  

There is more, of course—more to prepare us for Christmas….

God’s Word to us today goes on to say: Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him.  Don’t mix up these Pharisees with the previous group.  The Pharisees were not the same as priests and Levites.  The Pharisees were not the professional church workers.  Largely, they were not from Jerusalem.  The Pharisees were workers in other trades—mostly businessmen.  They were scattered throughout the Holy Land—and most folks considered them the really outstanding, really upstanding, religious people.  

Among a multitude of religious practices, the rabbis of the Pharisees did ceremonial washings: baptisms—of a whole host of objects and of Gentile converts, too.  So, they didn’t object to John baptizing.  They couldn’t object to John baptizing.  But they did carefully question his authority to do it.  They asked him: "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

The answer?  "I baptize with water," John replied.  And that’s important.  He was washing sins away, just as our baptism washes sins away.  He was washing sin away in connection with Christ.  And that’s to whom he testified when he said: "But among you stands one you do not know.  Jesus would, within months, commence his earthly ministry.  He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie."  “My sin makes me unworthy to be the least slave of the Christ.”  That’s what John was saying.  
Application Two: Serve Jesus (In Your Lives) With Humility  

And that’s the way it is with us.  Our sin also makes us unworthy to be Jesus’ least slave.  Our sin makes us, by nature, slaves to Satan.  And rather than our untying Christ’s sandals, we ought to be crushed underneath Christ’s sandals.  In fact, even after Christ has forgiven us, we aren’t worthy to be his least slaves.  He ought, at most, to say to us, “Fine!  I’ve forgiven you!  Now just go away!”  

But Jesus doesn’t say that!  So fully has Christ forgiven you that he counts you worthy to be his servants—Romans six, twenty-two.  Not only servants, Christ considers you friends—John fifteen, fifteen.  Not only friends, Christ considers you his brothers and sisters—John twenty, seventeen.  Not only brothers and sisters, Christ considers you a part of his very own body—First Corinthians twelve, twenty-seven.  Now, that’s real, honest-to-goodness, indisputable forgiveness!  

So, don’t we just have to use our lives to serve Jesus with humility?  

If we are Christ’s servants, don’t we just have to obey his voice?  So, when he says: What God has joined together, let no one separate, doesn’t that mean that husband and wife just have to stick together—even when the going is tough?  When he says: Children, obey your parents in everything, doesn’t that mean that children just have to do what their parents say—even if it’s not pleasant?  When he says: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, doesn’t that mean that employees just have to do what their supervisors say—even if they don’t want to?  

And if we are our Savior’s friends, if we are Jesus’ brothers and sisters, if are members of the body of Christ, don’t we just have to become more and more like him?  Yeah, we need to exercise concern, like that of our Savior.  We need to rejoice, like Jesus.  We need to care, like Christ.  

Conclusion: At Any Time of Year, We Prepare for Christ’s Return  

And what a reason we have to do it!  We’re preparing again for his coming at Christmas!  Not only so, brothers and sisters, we are preparing for his coming again on the Final Great Day—the Second Christmas.  And we sincerely want to be ready for him to be our guest!  Amen.


The Scriptures say: No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.  Those words point us to Jesus yet today.  Amen.  
