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Scripture speaks to our souls when it says: Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors; that the King of glory may come in!  Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration today is Romans chapter ten, verses fourteen through seventeen.  As we prepare for Christmas, this section of Scripture reminds us that Christ comes yet today to others and to us:  


How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 


But not all the Israelites accepted the good news.  For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?”  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.  

This is God's Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: At Christmas We Celebrate That Christ First Came

Dear fellow Christians—to whom Christ comes yet today, and through whom Christ comes to others yet today:


Wouldn’t you have loved to have been part of the scene during the first celebration of Christmas? – I would have!  I’d pay money to go back and visit that Bethlehem stable some two thousand and probably about five years ago.  To witness the angel host (maybe from a safe distance!), to visit Mary and Joseph, most of all, to see with my own eyes, to hear with my own ears, and maybe even to hold with my own arms … God himself, my Lord whom I serve, my Savior whom I believe: wow!—nothing could compare!  And you know, if I could, I’d bring all of you along with me!  

Theme: Christ Still Comes to Us through His Word
Well, really—really, will still have that opportunity….  You and I can still visit the manger.  And we can bring others with us.  You see, as he did at that first Christmas: * CHRIST STILL COMES TO US THROUGH HIS WORD.  That means: (1) WE NEED TO LISTEN TO HIS WORD! and it means (2) WE NEED TO ARRANGE FOR OTHERS TO LISTEN TO IT! too.  

Exposition One: Paul’s Roman Audience Needed to Listen to God’s Word

God’s Word to us today has the Apostle Paul writing from the country of Greece to the Christians in Rome: across the Adriatic Sea, about six hundred miles to his northwest.  Paul is on his Third Missionary Journey, and it’s about the year fifty-five ad—a quarter century after Christ’s death and resurrection on our behalf.   


Now, in Rome there were both Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians.  The Jewish Christians, of course, with all their hearts wanted their Jewish brothers and sisters to join them as God’s New Testament people.  The Gentile Christians, likewise, had to wonder why it was that not all the Jewish people were any longer God’s people.  


And Paul explains that in the second paragraph of our sermon text.  He says: Not all the Israelites accepted the good news.  For Isaiah asks and laments, “Lord, who has believed our message?”  


That verse is important.  It tells us that anybody who doesn’t trust in Christ is not a part of God’s people.  But what comes next is even more important.  Paul draws this conclusion; he says: Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.  See, Paul is saying to the Romans, “If you’re not hearing God’s Word of Jesus Christ, you are not going to be believing in Jesus Christ as your Savior.”  

Application One: We Need to Listen to God’s Word

And through Paul, God the Holy Spirit is saying to you and to me in this part of Holy Scripture, “If you’re not hearing God’s Word, you are not going to be believing in Jesus Christ as your Savior.”  Friend, consider the implications of that!  

     •
This means that if you just happened in here today sort of by accident, and you do not really go to church, and you do not really read your Bible, you are in desperate need of doing those things!  You need to get back to church here this weekend.  You need to get to know the Bible.  Maybe you’ll take our basic Bible course on Thursday nights, starting January tenth, downstairs in our Parish Center.  You need to hear God’s Word!  

     •
Again, it says here: Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.  That means that if you have not week by week been getting to church, you need regularly to get to church.  It’s more important than your sleep.  It’s more important than your work.  It’s more important than your eating.  It’s more important than your getting recreation.  

     •
Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.  That also means that the more you read God’s Word, the greater confidence in Christ you will have, and the greater grasp of God in paradise.  So, if you haven’t been reading God’s Word every day, maybe you’ll pick up a Meditations booklet and read it every day.  If you haven’t been reading the Bible every day, maybe you’ll pick a time, maybe ten or fifteen minutes, maybe early in the day, maybe when you’re by yourself, maybe to read a single chapter of the New Testament every day.  Or if you already do read the Bible every day, maybe you will read more, or more intensely—maybe you can pick up some sort of a study Bible (there are lots of them available) and read the comments to help you understand the Scriptures.  


It’s important stuff, folks!  I myself live in a healthy fear every day that: if I were to set aside my Bible and not be reading it regularly, I might just land in hell—and certainly I’d miss out on a lot of God’s blessings.  I am dreadfully sinful.  I need God’s reminder of my transgressions.  I am dreadfully skeptical.  I need God’s reminder that the Lord himself was conceived in a human womb for me, born of a human body for me, made human with mind and eyes and ears and mouth and hands and feet and heart for me: to be my perfect Substitute, my vehicle to everlasting glory.  


And you need that reminder, too.  

Exposition Two: Paul’s Roman Audience Needed 

to Arrange for Others to Listen to God’s Word

So do others, by the way!  In the verse before our sermon text, Paul wrote: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Those words express God’s universal, earnest desire that people join him in heavenly happiness.  


But then Paul draws the implications of that: How can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And of course, no one can: which is why it’s important to be believing.  How can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And of course, no one can; that’s why it’s important to be hearing.  How can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And of course, no one can; that’s why it’s important to be preaching.  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  That’s why it was important for the Roman Christians to send workers to others to tell them about Christ.  

To underline that, Paul continues: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  The good news of Jesus is so wonderful that even dirty, smelly feet are made beautiful when they carry the voice of a gospel messenger.  Paul is saying to the Romans, “It’s necessary for you to train others to go and to proclaim Jesus as Savior.”  

Application Two: We Need to Arrange for

Others to Listen to God’s Word

My friends: the Lord is no less zealous, no less earnest, for us to do that today!  


My sister, my brother, the eternal God: who dwelled with his Father and the Holy Spirit in the bliss of paradise for everlasting ages before this world began—that God became a frail little baby, a fragile child, and a mortal man … in order to clothe you with immortality, and power, and life, as you dwell with him in glory.  And he did it not just for you, but for others, too.  


That’s why you want to send people, so that they can preach and teach, so that others may hear, so that they believe and join you in glory.  

     •
It means that maybe you yourself supply yourself to study the Latin and the doctrine and the Bible history and the world history that’s necessary for you to preach or to teach someday.  And for that reason, maybe you attend Luther Preparatory School here in town.  In that case, keep studying … unceasingly!  Or maybe you support – verbally and financially – your children or grandchildren as they do so.

     •
Again, it says here: How can they preach unless they are sent?  That means that you want to send – with prayers and dollars – those who are going to get the good news of Christ to others.  So, maybe you write them down on a list, so you are sure to pray for professors and students and pastors and missionaries every day.  Maybe you support those folks by generously giving to the box marked “missions” on your offering envelopes.  Doing so is a good buy for you.  With – let’s say – ten dollars a week to missions, you (along with a dozen others or so) have just supported the studies of a student at our worker training college.  Or with ten dollars a week to missions, you (along with the people in a small congregation doing similarly) have just paid the wages and benefits of one of our mission workers: either in our nation or in another nation.  

     •
It also says here: How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!   And that means that you yourself will not hesitate to invite others to church.  If you are so inclined and talented, you will not hesitate to volunteer to me to invite others to church on behalf of our congregation either.

Conclusion: We Celebrate Christmas Whenever We Open God’s Word

And the reason why is that Christ is no distant Savior who came once, but now leaves us all alone.  No, Jesus is a Savior who continues to come to us in Word – and in sacrament – to this very day.  You want him for yourself.  You want him for others, too.  Amen.  


Scripture says: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God!  Amen.

