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Scripture says: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.   Amen.  


God's Word for our special consideration today is Second Samuel, chapter seven, verses eight through sixteen.  It’s God’s promise to David that a descendant of his would serve the world as Savior:  


“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel.  I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you.  Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth.

“‘And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed.  Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel.  I will also give you rest from all your enemies.  
“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his father, and he will be my son.  When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’”  


This is God's Spirit-inspired Word of Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Often Christmas Is So Busy, We Fail To Take Time To Reflect

Dear fellow Christians—about to celebrate Christmas:


It’s a very busy time of year, isn’t it?  No doubt, you’ve been running for weeks, maybe even for months, to gather Christmas presents for friends and family.  Probably you’ve been scrambling during the past several days to get ready for your Christmas gatherings.  Maybe you’ve also been shuffling children or grandchildren here or there for practices—or something else to do with Christmas.  


It means that you probably haven’t had the opportunity simply to pause and to reflect on the reason for the season.  But God’s Word to us today gives you that opportunity….

Theme: God’s Promise To David Directs Your Christmas Celebration
That’s because * GOD’S PROMISE TO DAVID (which we just read) DIRECTS YOUR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION.  It urges you to: (1) RELY ON YOUR ETERNAL KING.  It encourages you to (2) RELAX IN YOUR RESTFUL PEACE, which he brings.  And this Word from God directs you to (3) REJOICE IN YOUR MEANINGFUL LIFE, as well.  

Part One: Rely On Your Eternal King

As God’s Word to us today opens, it’s almost exactly a thousand years before the birth of Christ—right about three thousand years ago now.  God’s people at this time is the nation of Israel.  In the past thousand years, the Lord has grown Israel from a family into a nation.  In the past five hundred years, the Lord has delivered Israel into its own land.  And in the past fifty years, the Lord has begun to set kings over the Israelites to rule them.  


The second of these kings was David.  At this point, things were very good for David.  God had removed Saul from before him.  God had helped David conquer his enemies.  God had placed David in Jerusalem.  God had given him a beautiful palace.  And now David wanted to do something for God.  David wanted to build God a palace, a temple.  The Lord’s kindness toward David caused David’s kindness toward the Lord.  

But the Lord responded, instead, with even more kindness toward David.  The Lord explained he didn’t want David to build a house for him.  Instead, said the Lord: “‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: When your days are over and you rest with your fathers – when you die, David – I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.  God initially fulfilled this in David’s son, Solomon, who succeeded David to the throne.  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, said the Lord.  It was Solomon who later constructed the temple of the Lord.  And I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his father, and he will be my son.  That’s the way the Lord treated Solomon, as his own dear child.  God says: When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  And Solomon did pass through a time when, the Bible says: His heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.  So, the Lord allowed for other leaders to rebel against Solomon.  Nevertheless, the Lord promised: My love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  You see, the Lord later restored Solomon’s fortunes.  In the meantime, God sums it up for David: Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’”

And of course, there’s the difficulty with this prophecy.  Yes, parts of it seem fulfilled in Solomon.  But Solomon’s kingdom did not endure forever before the Lord.  Parts of this prophecy seem fulfilled in Solomon.  Yet his throne was not established forever.  In Christ, however, it was.  Through Jesus Christ, God gave David a complete fulfillment of this promise.  And the Lord did so for you and for me.  


You see, it’s Jesus Christ who built a house for God’s Name.  And you and I: God’s New Testament people who trust in Christ—we are that house.  The Bible says: In Christ we too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  Through Jesus Christ, God lives in us—in fulfillment of this prophecy!  


It’s Jesus Christ of whom God said: I will be his father, and he will be my son.  Only Jesus Christ at his baptism heard audibly the words of God the Father: This is my Son, whom I love.  With him I am well pleased.  And yet, through Christ, you and I heard the same words at our baptism.  We became, through Christ, God’s perfect children.  


And in keeping with this prophecy, it’s Jesus Christ who was: punished with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  Actually, that was never literally true of Solomon.  He didn’t suffer from a rod or a whip, but Jesus did.  Jesus was beaten for your lust.  Jesus was bruised for your fury.  Jesus was bashed for your selfishness.  Jesus was gashed for your greed.  Jesus was whipped for your lies.  Jesus was murdered for your rebellion.  


Through Jesus, and him alone, does David’s house and kingdom and throne endure forever.  And linked to him – he is Christ, and we are Christ-ians – linked to him, you have a household and a kingdom and a throne forever and ever.  


So, this Christmas Season: take some time to rely on your eternal King.  
Part Two: Relax In Your Restful Peace

All of this had no little application to God’s Old Testament people of Israel.  Do you remember what God promised them in this prophecy? – He says here: I will provide a place for my people Israel, and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed.  God was promising that the land of Palestine would now belong to Israel.  Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders (judges) over my people Israel. God was promising that he would deliver the Israelites from the Moabites, Midianites, Ammonites, Edomites, Canaanites, and Philistines who had harassed Israel during the time of the judges.  And God adds: I will also give you rest from all your enemies.

All of this had a partial fulfillment in the life of Solomon.  His very name meant “peace”.  At Solomon’s time, Israel did enjoy peace throughout the land.  Israel’s territory was enlarged.  And as the Bible says: Solomon made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar as plentiful as sycamore-fig trees in the foothills.  


But that’s nothing—compared to what Christ has done for us.  Jesus has given us a home of our own, and that home is heaven.  Jesus has removed our wicked oppressors from before us.  He’s conquered sin for us: by forgiving ours; he’s conquered death for us: by undergoing ours; he’s conquered hell for us: by suffering ours.  Jesus has given us rest from all our enemies, only in our case: that rest is eternal.  And Jesus has made us rich.  He has made us eternally wealthy.  


So, this Christmas Season: take some time to relax in that restful peace, which is yours through Christ.  
Part Three: Rejoice In Your Meaningful Life
Finally, think of what this entire prophecy meant to David.  Do you remember what God promised him? – The Lord says here: Now then, tell my servant David—This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler (a shepherd) over my people Israel.  I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you.  Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth.  

And did God ever do that for David!  First of all: through Solomon, God made David’s name great.  Because Solomon succeeded David as king, David became a dynasty.  In fact, David’s dynasty lasted for twenty-two kings, spanning the course of five hundred fifty years.  A dynasty was something prohibited to previous leaders of Israel.  Moses didn’t become a dynasty.  Joshua didn’t become a dynasty.  Neither did Gideon or Eli or Samuel or Saul.  But David did.  His name became great—so much so that: to this day, people recognize “the house of David”.  

But how much more didn’t David’s name become great through Jesus Christ.  We still recognize our Savior as the Son of David—as well as David’s Lord, and our Lord.  Through Christ, David’s name became great, and David’s life became meaningful.  And the same is true for us.  

Because of Christ: every minute you spend sleeping or eating or relaxing or exercising is meaningful—because it benefits the body through which you serve Jesus and in which you will rise to be with Jesus.  Because of Christ: all the energy you put into school or work or housework is meaningful—because it either honors the Lord who worked so hard for us, or prepares you to honor the Lord, or serves other people who too were bought with the Lord’s own blood.  Because of Christ: your every exertion on behalf of your family is meaningful—because …your baby, whose diapers you change, will join you in glory through Jesus, …and your preschooler, with whom you play, will join you in glory through Jesus, …and your youngster, with whose homework you help, will join you in glory through Jesus, …and your teen, whose games you go to see, will join you in glory through Jesus, …and your husband, with whose stubbornness you put up, will join you in glory through Jesus, …and your wife, with whose self-centeredness you put up, will join you in glory—through Jesus Christ.  


So this Christmas Season: take some time to rejoice in this life of yours, made meaningful through Jesus.  
Conclusion: Take Time To Reflect During This Busy Christmas Season

What I’m saying is this….  

Two and a half days from now, on Tuesday evening, you will have finished attending worship services, opening your gifts, and enjoying your feast.  Your family or friends will be sleeping on the couch or playing with their toys.  But you put your feet up, just for a moment, next to the fireplace.  And ponder how meaningful the newly born Christ-child has made your life.  Ponder how restful the newly born Christ-child has made your peace.  Ponder what a treasure to you is your eternal, newborn King.  

And then, resolve in the New Year, to serve him even more….  Amen.  


Scripture says: Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”  So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.  Amen.

