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A LESSON IN FAITH

Sermon Text: John 4:46-54

As taken from the St. Mark’s Song Service – My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Grace and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Our lesson for today is from the Gospel of St. John, the 4th chapter.  As we look at these words of God, we realize that this is really A Lesson in Faith.  

We begin with the 46th verse:

  Once more he [Jesus] visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine.  And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum.

  When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.

I.  Faith Hears the Good News & Trusts

Dear Friends in Christ, this royal official most likely had never met Jesus before this.  So why was he coming?  Why was he coming to this Jesus from Nazareth with such an urgent request?  He had heard about Jesus.  

He had heard what this Jesus of Nazareth was able to do.  Perhaps he had heard how when Jesus was first in Cana in Galilee he had taken that water - that huge amount of water – and instantaneously changed it into wine – very good wine.  

Sometime after that Jesus was in Jerusalem.  There He had performed signs and wonders for the people in Jerusalem.  Perhaps this man had heard what Jesus had done in Jerusalem; and having heard. . .when he found himself in dire need. . .when his son was near death. . .he came looking for Jesus, begging Jesus to help him.  What we learn from this is this:  Faith in Christ hears the good news about Christ and then trusts.  

It’s the same way for you and me.  We have only heard; we have only read of what Jesus has done.  You and I were not there to hear those angels sing at the time of Jesus’ birth, nor did we scurry off with those shepherds to that stable.  As Jesus conducted His earthly ministry, we were not there to see with our own physical eyes the miracles that Jesus performed, showing Himself to be true God.  We did not stand before the cross on that first Good Friday.  We did not go to the empty tomb on that first Easter Sunday.  We haven’t seen heaven nor have we ever seen anyone raised from the dead.  

But still, faith does not need to see with physical eyes.  Faith only needs to hear the voice of its Savior in His Scriptures.   So we have heard the song of those angels on that first Christmas, we have heard that Christ was born, we have heard of His miracles.  We have heard from God himself and his Word that Jesus died for our forgiveness; and we have heard that he has been raised so that we’ll be raised; and we have heard that there is a place called heaven.

And having heard, we believe; we trust.  We do not need to see Jesus, because Jesus has come to us through our ears.  We do not need to see Jesus with our physical eyes, because we now see Him with the eyes of faith.  We confess this truth; we rejoice this truth as we join to sing My Faith Looks up to Thee
My faith looks up to thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine.

Now hear me while I pray; Take all my guilt away; Oh, let me from this day Be wholly thine!

May thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart;  My zeal inspire!

As thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to thee Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire!

While life's dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread, Be thou my guide.

Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow's tears away, Nor let me ever stray From thee aside.

When ends life's transient dream, When death's cold, sullen stream Shall o'er me roll,

Blest Savior, then, in love, Fear and distrust remove;  Oh, bear me safe above, A ransomed soul!

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain.

II.  Faith Perseveres Even When It Seems Like God Isn’t Listening

This royal official comes to Jesus, clinging to Him in faith and begs Him. . .begs him to heal his son who is close to death.  What answer would we expect Jesus to give to such a request offered in faith?  We might expect Him to immediately answer the request; but as we look at verse 48 and following, we realize that’s not what happened.

  “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”

  The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”

Here you would expect Jesus to immediately answer his request, but that’s not what the man receives.  Instead, Jesus says to him, “All you guys want is miracles.  All you guys want is signs.”  Now Jesus was not saying this to only this royal official.  There were some people there who needed to hear that message.  Some of the people had been following Jesus out of a sense of wonder and entertainment.  They needed to hear that that was not what Jesus was all about.

But this man – this man had faith in Christ and came clinging to Jesus in faith and wants his son healed.  Now it would seem that Jesus wasn’t listening to his request.  It would seem as though Jesus was putting him off.  But the reality was Jesus fully knew what He was about to do for that man’s son. He fully knew the faith that He Himself had placed in that man’s heart.  

So what was Jesus doing? He was testing this man’s faith.  From this we learn that faith perseveres even when it seems like God isn’t listening, even when it seems like God is putting us off.

What did faith in Christ do when Jesus did not immediately answer the man’s request, but rather tested him.  Notice that the man did not complain or whine.  He did not say, “Come on.  What are you talking about?”  Faith simply made the request again: “Sir, come down before my child dies.”  
Faith does persevere even when it seems like God isn’t listening, because the faith the Holy Spirit has placed in our hearts knows that Christ is listening, knows that God is never putting us off, and knows that He will do what is necessary.  

You know, you and I experience this aspect of faith too.  There have been times in our lives when we have asked something of God and it didn’t happen right away. . . didn’t happen in our time table.  Yet, faith continued to cling to Christ.  

Oh, there may have been voices of grumbling and complaining coming from within, but that was never faith.  That was the voice of someone else, the voice of our selfish, impatient, sinful Old Adam.  Faith, rather, is patient, faith perseveres, and faith understands that when we ask God for something He will do what is even better than that for which we ask.  For that reason faith always perseveres even when it seems like God isn’t listening.  Oh, our senses may betray us by making us think that God isn’t listening or doing anything.  But, faith knows better.  Faith knows it only seems that way. Faith knows God is always helping and this truth calms our trouble spirits. 

We confess this truth as we sing our next hymn Be Still, My Soul.

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;

Leave to your God to order and provide; In ev'ry change he faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul; your best, your heav'nly friend Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul; your God will undertake To guide the future as he has the past.

Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; All now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know His voice who ruled them while he lived below.

Be still, my soul, though dearest friends depart And all is darkened in the vale of tears;

Then you will better know his love, his heart, Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.

Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay From his own fullness all he takes away.

Be still, my soul; the hour is hast'ning on When we shall be forever with the Lord,

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored.

Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

Text: public domain. Tune: c Breitkopf & Härtel, Wiesbaden. Used by permission. 

III.  Faith Takes Jesus at His Word

Our lesson continues:

  Jesus replied, “You may go.  Your son will live.”  The man took Jesus at his word and departed.  

Here we learn that faith takes Jesus at his word.  When you consider what the reactions of this royal official could have been, you realize that faith is a miracle which take Jesus at His word.  

This man could have said, “No, no, no!  You need to come with me.”  With human reason he could have thought, “Well, Jesus had to be with the wine to change the water into wine.  He had to be down in Jerusalem to perform those wonders and signs, so He now has to come with me back to Capernaum.  How could He possibly just say the word and heal my boy some sixteen miles away in Capernaum.  No. No.  He needs to come to be with my son, to touch him, to raise him up.”  Or, He could have said to Jesus, “O.K. Jesus, I believe You have the power to just say that word, but I’d feel much better if you come with me. Please do that for me.”  He could have had all those thoughts and feelings, but faith in Christ fought through them all and he simply took Jesus at His word no matter how difficult that may have been for him.

The faith in Christ (which the Holy Spirit has given you and me) does the same thing.   We simply take Jesus at His word.  Jesus has told us so many wonderful, marvelous things in His Word, but also so many things that are difficult to understand.  Yet, when we look at His will as expressed in the Ten Commandments, we see that God tells us some difficult and hard things – difficult and hard things especially for sinful human beings.  And He tells us that no matter in what situation we find ourselves in life, it will be better, it will be best, if we follow His will.  Then all things will go well with us.  

But how many times don’t we find ourselves in a tricky situation in which it just seems like following what Jesus says in His word isn’t going to solve the problem . . . isn’t going to get us out of trouble, but perhaps (according to our human wisdom) get us into all the more trouble.  Still faith fights through all those doubting voices inside of us and says: “Take Jesus at His word and it will go well for you.”  Take Jesus at His word when He tells you what is the best thing to do.  Take Jesus at His word when He tells you what He will do for you.

We rejoice in this simple, yet miraculous aspect of faith, that faith takes Jesus at His word, as we join to sing the next hymn I Know My Faith Is Founded.

I know my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord;

And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand upon his Word.

Man's reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound;

Who trusts in worldly wisdom Relies on shifting ground.

God's Word is all-sufficient, It makes divinely sure,

And, trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure.

Increase my faith, dear Savior, For Satan seeks by night and day

To rob me of this treasure And take my hope of bliss away.

But, Lord, with you beside me I shall be undismayed;

And led by your good Spirit, I shall be unafraid.

Abide with me, O Savior, A firmer faith bestow.

Then I shall bid defiance To ev'ry evil foe.

In faith, Lord, let me serve you; Though persecution, grief, and pain

Should seek to overwhelm me, Let me a steadfast trust retain.

And then at my departure, Lord, take me home to you,

And let me there inherit All you have promised me.

In life and death, Lord, keep me Until your heav'n I gain,

Where I by your great mercy The end of faith attain.

IV.  Faith Receives What is Promised

In faith in Christ this man trusted what he heard what he heard about Jesus, did not give up, but persevered and then took Jesus at His word.  And then he received, faith received what Jesus had promised.  We read:

  While he (the royal official) was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living.

  When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “the fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour.”
This man’s faith received what Christ promised.  And in faith and through faith, he was not disappointed; because God cannot disappoint us.  When He promises, He fulfills.  No matter how amazing the promise is, He has fulfilled it or He will one day certainly fulfill it.  And when you think of the amazing things that God has promised us, it is overwhelming!  

He has promised us that our sins are forgiven; and we have through baptism. . .through the hearing of His Word. . . through the reception of His Lord’s Supper. . .received that real complete forgiveness that Jesus earned for us.  He has promised that there is a place called heaven for us where He is waiting for us to be with Him for all eternity.  God can’t lie.  What he promises He must fulfill and He will fulfill.

It is amazing for us to think of the resurrection of the body.  It is beyond our wildest dreams and comprehensions; but the God who created our bodies from dust is the God who will raise them from the dust.  No matter how unbelievable it may seem, God has promised; and in faith we will one day receive what He has promised to us.

We rejoice in the truth that faith is never disappointed but receives from God all He has promised as we join to sing our next hymn Faith is a Living Power From Heaven.

Faith Is A Living Power From Heaven

Faith is a living pow'r from heav'n That grasps the promise God has giv'n,

A trust that cannot be o'erthrown, Fixed heartily on Christ alone.

Faith finds in Christ whate'er we need To save or strengthen us indeed,

Receiving grace from heaven's throne And humbly sharing cross and crown.

Faith in the Savior brings us peace And bids the mourner's weeping cease;

By faith the children's place we claim And give all honor to one name.

We thank you, then, O God of heav'n, That you to us this faith have giv'n

Through mighty Word and sacrament To trust the one whom you have sent.

As you have promised, grant each soul Its holy faith's true end and goal:

The blessedness no foes destroy, Eternal love and light and joy.

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain.

V.  Faith is Strengthened & Shared with Each Promise Fulfilled

We read the conclusion of our lesson:

  Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.”  So he and all his household believed.

  This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.

Here we see the truth that faith is strengthened with each promise fulfilled.  This man went home.  As he was talking to his servants along the way, he found out that his son was out of danger.  His son was completely healed at the exact time that Jesus said “Your son lives.  He will live.”  Although he had faith in Christ before that, as his soul received what Christ had promised. . .as he got the fulfillment of that promise. . . his faith in Christ was strengthened and built up all the more.  

Isn’t it the same way for you and for me.  We first receive faith in Christ through the hearing of His Word or through Holy Baptism.  But, as we live. . .as we hear Christ’s promises. . .as we experience day in and day out His faithfulness to those promises. . . our faith grows. It’s strengthened; it thrives.  When we’ve found ourselves in a particularly difficult situation ( whatever it may be)  we recall God’s promises that He’s with us. . .that He won’t leave us. . . that even now He is working everything for our eternal good.  Then, when we experience God’s faithfulness to His promises. . . when Christ brings us out of the bad time. . .our faith receives a strengthening, our faith receives a boost.

There is another thing we notice about this gentleman and about faith.  As the promise of Jesus was fulfilled, faith in Christ had to be shared.  He couldn’t help but tell everybody what Jesus had said.  He told everyone,  “Jesus said my son would live and the exact time Jesus said it, my boy got better!” He couldn’t help telling people. He was bursting forth with joy.  His faith, having been strengthened through the fulfillment of Christ’s promise, was a faith that now had to be shared.  

You and I also have a faith in Jesus that wants to be shared.  How many times hasn’t it happened that you’ve gone through a difficult time in your life.  Then, when you come through it, someone says to you, “Man, I don’t know how you ever get through that!”  And, then what do we respond?  “Ya, I got through it, but it really wasn’t me.  I didn’t do it.  It was the Lord who got me through it.  It was the Lord, it was Jesus who was faithful to His promises.  That’s the only reason I’m standing here before you today.”  

We’re just like that gentleman.  With each promise fulfilled by Jesus we have more and more confidence in Jesus and more of a desire to tell others.   As we look back at how He has been faithful in the past it gives us confidence for the future.  Because we know that God will certainly be faithful in the future just as He has been in the past.

We rejoice in that truth as we sing the hymn Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home,

Under the shadow of your throne Your saints have dwelt secure;

Sufficient is your arm alone, And our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood Or earth received its frame,

From everlasting you are God, To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in your sight Are like an evening gone,

Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;

We fly, forgotten, as a dream Dies at the op'ning day.

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,

Still be our guard while troubles last And our eternal home!
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 

Now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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