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TO WHOM SHALL WE GO

Sermon Text: John 6:60-69

God’s grace, His mercy and His peace are yours from God your Father, from your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Dear friends in Christ, we do meditate this morning upon our Gospel lesson, taken from John 6:60-69:

On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching.  Who can accept it?”

Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before!  The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.  The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.   Yet there are some of you who do not believe.”  For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him.

He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.”

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.

“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the twelve.

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

Today we focus in on one verse in particular from that lesson:  (68) Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”   This is the Word of our God.

Introduction

Brothers and sisters in Christ, here’s the situation when Jesus had this conversation with his twelve disciples:   The crowds were starting to leave Jesus.  His popularity was starting to take a nosedive.  Many people had been following Jesus because they saw in Him someone who could do miracles for them.  They saw Him as a “Bread King” – someone who could fill their bellies.  And Jesus knew that, so He started talking to them about how they did not need a “bread king.”  They needed to eat of Him as the Bread of Life; and for these people, that was just too bizarre.  They didn’t understand it, so they started to leave.

What Jesus was telling them was “Filling your bellies isn’t the most important thing; you need me to fill your life with forgiveness.  You need me to fill you with Me.  You need a relationship with me, an intimate faith-based relationship with me.” Jesus used the picture of eating of the Bread of Life to convey that message.

Well, as the crowds begin to leave, Jesus turns to His disciples and says, “You do not want to leave too, do you?”  And that’s when Peter said, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal Life.”  

Now, what about those people that turned away from Jesus?  What was their problem?  Well,  their lives weren’t easy.  They had stress and pressure just like us, probably more than us, becayse they had a hand to mouth existence.  Their lives were indeed harder than ours because they didn’t have the conveniences that you and I enjoy.  But, sadly, when push came to shove, they thought their biggest problem was filling their bellies, so they turned away from Jesus.

I.  There Are Many Choices

Now we’re sitting here in the church this morning because we know, deep down inside, Jesus is the One to whom we should always turn for help in any situation.  But the truth of the matter is: we are tempted many times to turn away from Jesus just like those people in the crowds.  Jesus is the right one to whom we should turn, but we all know he’s not the only choice. There are many choices of people to whom we can turn when life gets difficult.  

To whom shall we go when life gets difficult?  

Well, we could turn to Jack Daniels and Jim Beam or to Mr. Miller or Mr. Coors.  We can turn to them.  Aterall, they make us some promises, don’t they?  When life gets difficult, life gets hard, old Jim Beam and Jack Daniels, they say, “Come to me.  Come to me and I’ll make it all go away.  I’ll make you feel better.  I’ll give you an escape.  I’ll give you a release.  I’ll make your troubles go away.”  Truth be told – they do that. . . but only for a short time.  Their promises are lies.  

Jim Beam and Jack Daniels promise release and escape, but all they do is give us a momentary escape from life, and then we crash all the harder when the effects leave us.  And, the more we turn to them, the more we turn to them for help day in and day out, the more they disappoint until they leave us rock bottom.  Oh, they make promises, but the escape is not a lasting one.  So to whom shall we turn when life gets difficult?  

To whom shall we turn when we’re not feeling that good about ourselves?  

Maybe we don’t like the way we look.  Maybe we are constantly battling our weight.  And, we just don’t feel good about ourselves because of it.  To whom shall we turn?  Well, how about Vic Tanny , Jenny Craig or Richard Simons?  They make promises, don’t they?   They say:  “Buy my food . . .buy my diet plan. . .follow this right kind of exercise routine . . . and you’ll look and feel great.”  They promise you that if you will only follow their steps. . if you only get yourself physically fit. . .if you only take care of your diet. . .then – then, you’ll be happy!  You’ll have great relationships.  And, everything will go just right for you.  

And you know, to a certain extent that works.  Getting physically fit and eating right – God has put us together in such a way that that does help us feel some better about ourselves and good about the day that we have to tackle.  But, the help is only limited, because it only helps our physical bodies.  When it comes to feelings of self worth and value, the problem isn’t really on the outside; it’s really on the inside.  Inside we don’t always feel good about ourselves.  So again, we can go to Vic Tanny, Jenny Craig, Richard Simons; but the help is not lasting.  It’s not complete. It doesn’t satisfy wholly.

To whom else may we turn?  What other choices are out there?  

George Washington would say, “Come to me.”  Andrew Jackson and Ben Franklin from the face of those bills would also say the same thing, “Come to me.”  “If you only come to me.  If you only get enough of me, then everything will be all right, everything will go well.  You won’t have any more problems.  You won’t have any stress in your family or home because you won’t have any financial problems.  You’ll be happy because you’ll be able to buy what you want when you want, as much as you want.”  Well, George and his fiscal friends make those promises and truth be told, money can buy you a little bit of happiness.  Money can relieve a little bit of the stress.  

But, you know the funny thing about money?  The more you have, the more you want.  The deeper relationship you have with George Washington, the deeper relationship you want.  Quite often, the more you have, the more stress you have because now you need to figure out how to protect it, how to invest it, and how to manage it.  Quite often there can still be fights and stress about money no matter how much you have.  George Washington and his friends promise us peace and happiness; but they always leave us wanting more, always leave us feeling empty.

There’s a reason for that.  Listen to what Peter says.  “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  Peter, here by the Holy Spirit, realized that physical needs aren’t our real problems.  We need words.  We need words that give life.  You see, our thinking and our feeling, those are the real problems we have.  And, if our thinking and feelings are to be changed, they have to be changed through a message.  Our perception needs to be changed.  Our attitudes need to be changed, and that’s changed through words and messages.

So, to whom may we turn in this life for words that will change our perceptions and our attitudes?  

When we realize that our attitude about the world around us needs to be changed, we also realize there are many people out there that would help us change our perceptions.  They’re offering words.  If you have cable or satellite, to whom shall you go, but to Bill O’Reilly and his No-Spin Zone.  On the national radio scene, to whom shall you go but to Russ Limbaugh with his take on things. If you’re looking for more local flavor, to whom shall we go but to Charlie Sykes, Mark Belling.  They’re all there, aren’t they?  All offering us words, words that they think are the keys to living, the keys to change your perceptions and attitudes.  

From time to time can glean something good from them and from others.  But still, if you listen to them long enough, you realize they’re great at identifying problems and sometimes try to offer solutions. Their solutions, however, seem very limited.  Soon, we realize that there’s much, much more wrong with our world than any of these talk show hosts could ever fix, no matter how long they talked.

Soon, we also realize that the world is not our first and foremost problem.  I am my first and foremost problem.  My real problems are not the world; my real problem is me.  It’s coming from inside.  I’ve got problems, and I need help. To whom shall we go?  

What choices do we have when we realize that I am the problem and I need fixing?  

Well, the world is happy to offer us voices there.  To whom shall we go but to Oprah or Dr. Phil or Dr. Laura?  They’re happy to offer us all kinds of advice; some of it good, some of it bad. 

 It’s ok to go and glean out the good and sift out the bad.  That’s all right.  But you know, no matter how many times we listen to them, one message keeps coming through loud and clear – their basic message is this: only you can help you.  

But our problem is much deeper and bigger than that.  Our problem is something that you and I cannot take care of.  It doesn’t matter how many self-help books we read.  It doesn’t matter how hard we try, we still feel guilty.  We still know something is lacking in our lives.  We still know that we are powerless to take on our biggest challenges.  

II.  Jesus is the Only Real Choice

So to whom shall we go?  Listen to what Peter says.  “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words. . .not just of life. .. you have the words of eternal life.”  Jesus in His Word, the Bible, comes to us and tells us, “Yes, you do feel bad inside, and there is a reason for that.  You are.  You’ve messed up in countless ways.  Each new day brings new problems of your own making.  It does leaving you feeling guilty.  It does leave you feeling like you’re not worth anything.”  But then Jesus comes and says, “Come to me.”  To whom shall you go?  Jesus says “Come to me.  Come to my cross and see that I don’t condemn you, because I was condemned for you.  I have forgiven all your sins.”

To whom shall we go for help?

Jesus does not prescribe for us self-help.  He does not say, “Only you can help you”.  He says, “Only I can help you.”  He brings us the help that is complete and full with His Words of Eternal Life – of free forgiveness, of healing for our souls, of a restored relationship with God, and of eternal life in heaven and on the day of the resurrection.  Jesus comes to us and He changes how we view ourselves because through His death on the cross He has changed how He views us.

What about when it comes to viewing the world around us then?  

We could go to all those radio talk show hosts; but again their help is limited.  Not Jesus – we go to Him for help in understanding the world in which we live, the problems that we see and the solutions that are there, and He does not disappoint us.  He tells there is a reason why you can identify all kinds of problems but don’t have many solutions:  Sin.  There is a reason why people are selfish and greedy.  There is a reason why people are out there hurting each other.  

(Have you ever listened to talk show hosts?  When something goes bad, when someone does something exceptionally cruel, when someone commits a cold act of murder, they will be at their wits end saying, “How could anybody do this?”  Jesus says, “I know, and I’ll tell you.  This world is a terrible sinful place filled with sinners.  People are basically evil. . .evil!  There will always be crime, wars and rumors of wars.  There will always be troubles.”)

But again, Jesus does not just identify problems.  Jesus has words of everlasting life and truth. He gives himself as the solution.  Do you want to change the world?  Do it one sinner at a time by telling him about Jesus, by giving that sinner Jesus’ Words of Everlasting Life.  

Jesus also goes on to tell us: “While you will make children of God through the proclaiming of my word, you will never change this world, you will never stop it from being an evil place.  This world is not evolving, it’s not building up; it’s spiraling down.  It’s on a course towards destruction.”  But Jesus tells us our world view is an eternal one, because He will come back. He will create a new heaven and a new earth – one in which there will be no wars, nor even rumors of wars, one in which there will never be an act of unkindness or evil all thanks to Him and His Words of Everlasting Life.

What about our financial problems?  

To whom shall we go?  The answer again – the only real answer --  is Jesus.  He helps put all those things into perspective.  

We can get really consumed with the accumulation of wealth.  We get caught up in storing things up and having a nice portfolio.  But Jesus again comes and says, “You know it’s all one day going to be gone.  You know tomorrow I could take you to heaven, and none of that stuff would have mattered at all.  You can’t take it with you.”  He comes to us with Words of Everlasting Life and says, “You know on the last day when I return, it’s all that stuff is going to burn.  It’s all going to be gone.”  

So what does it really matter right now?  He comes to us with those words of eternal perspective and eternal life that help us put our financial house in order.  He changes our attitude about finances.  We don’t worship George Washington or Ben Franklin.  We worship Jesus Christ, who has now taught us to take those financial things and use them for heavenly gain.  He wants us, as His children, to use the finances He gives us to take care of our families in a loving, caring, balanced manner, so that our children grow up in our homes knowing that Jesus comes first and that Jesus gave parents to provide for the financial needs, the physical needs of children in a wonderful way.  In this way our children will grow up thanking Christ for the parents He gave to care for their physical needs.  

Jesus wants us to use our finances for heavenly gain by being kind and generous to the people around us.  He wants us to give; he wants us to freely give to others so they might scratch their heads and say, “Why is that guy helping people, giving to other people?  Doesn’t he know he should be hoarding things up, storing away for a rainy day?  Doesn’t he know that in this world you’ve got to watch out for number one, you got to watch out for yourself first?  What’s different about him?”  Jesus wants us giving freely to others that they may wonder why we’re different and then hear from us about Jesus and hear His Words of Everlasting Life so that they might be different too – they might have a relationship with the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ.

What if we’re not feeling so good about our bodies?  What if we do have illness or disease or just don’t feel real good about how we’re feeling?  

Jesus has the Words of Everlasting Life to inspire and encourage us there as well.  Sure, Vic Tanny, Jenny Craig, and Richard Simons – they can help some, but not completely.  But listen to the Words of Everlasting Life that Jesus has for us regarding our bodies.  He tells us, each of us, that our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit.  Now if that’s not encouragement to take care of our bodies, I don’t know what is.  The Holy Spirit, the Creator of the universe, the One who is beyond it all, has chosen to live in us and make our bodies His home, His dwelling, His temple.  Everything He’s done for us moves us to want to keep our temples in the best shape possible.  

If we aren’t happy with some of the struggles we have physically, Jesus has Words of Everlasting Life to help us there as well.  He says, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  (John 11:25a)  “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19b) “When I return, you too shall rise.”  No matter what physical problems we have here now, they are only temporary.  Jesus’ Words of Everlasting Life tell us that on the day He returns, our bodies will be raised up, glorified and perfected.  There will be no self-worth problems as far as our bodies are concerned. . .no illness. . .no disease. . .nothing we don’t like about them. . .because Jesus will have perfected them.

What about our problem with addictions?  

What if we have a problem with Jim Beam or Jack Daniels or any of their friends?  What if we have a problem with drug addiction?  Jesus is the answer for us there as well.  He wants us to get His high.  He wants us to be filled up with Him and with His Holy Spirit, which gives us a high that nothing else could ever come close to.  He wants us not filled up with the bottle, but filled up with the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion

Yes, friends in Christ, there are many choices out there for help, many voices clamoring for our attention saying, “I can help you.  I’ll fix you.”  But when it come right down to it,  there really is only one real choice for help that lasts and is eternal.  To whom shall we go?  By God’s grace, we shall continue to go to Jesus Christ for all our help and all our problems.  Amen.

Blessing

Now the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard and keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
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