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JESUS OVERCOMES DESTRUCTIVE EVIL

Sermon Text:  Mark 9:14-27

God’s grace, mercy, and peace are yours as a gift from your heavenly Father by the saving work of Jesus Christ, your Savior.  Amen.

Dear friends in Christ.  It just always strikes me.  It strikes me that whenever you open up your  Bible, even at random . . . no matter what’s going on in your life . . . that section talks directly to you.  It talks directly to the situation you’re facing in life.  It shouldn’t surprise us that God’s Word is there for every phase of our lives.  It shouldn’t surprise us, but it does strike us.  Doesn’t it?  

Well, it hit me again the other night, this past Sunday evening.  I came in the office to look at what the sermon text was for today, and as I began looking at it, I had the radio on.  The news was playing and news coming out of Milwaukee that night was about that little eight year old boy with autism who had died during that attempt at exorcism in storefront Milwaukee church.  

At that moment, as I heard that news and looked at our text taken from Mark, chapter 9, it struck me about just how much God’s Word speaks to whatever is going on in life.  As we read through this section, I ask you to keep in mind that this sermon text was chosen for us not this past week, but about five years ago.

14 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. 

16 What are you arguing with them about?" he asked. 

17 A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not." 

18 "O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me." 

19 So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 

20 Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?" "From childhood," he answered. 22 "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us." 

23 "'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes." 

24 Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" 

25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter him again." 26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead." 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.

This is the Word of our God.

Dear friends, when you heard that tragic news come out of Milwaukee about that eight year old autistic boy dying at that failed exorcism, what was your first thought?  Perhaps it was something like mine:  “Oh, what were they doing!  This little boy had autism.  He didn’t have an evil spirit; he had autism.  What were they doing?  What kind of incense were they burning at that church!” 

I think quite often when we hear something about an exorcism or an evil spirit, that all too often is our reaction.  We couldn’t possibly imagine that there’d be an evil spirit in someone. So, we dismiss the whole idea as ridiculous.   

Now, our task before us this morning is not to investigate what went on in Milwaukee with that little boy.  God has placed that into the hands of the authorities there.  That’s not our job.  Our task is to investigate our own thoughts and attitudes and then make them captive to the Word of God.  

When we hear about demon possession, perhaps we all to often just dismiss it, saying: “Ya, right!  Evil spirit – uh huh!”  But what was Jesus’ reaction when He came along and encountered this man whose son was possessed by an evil spirit?  Listen how the man describes his son’s condition.  “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech.  Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to ground.  He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid.”  

Now, if we heard of such a thing on the evening news --  saying that there were evil spirits present making this happen -- we might go: “Pftt – ya, right!  Sounds to me more like a classic case of a very severe epileptic seizure – the grand mal type, in which the person does convulse, does foam at the mouth and becomes quite rigid.”  

But, what does Jesus think when He encounters this man?  Does He come along and go “Ya, right.  It looks like epilepsy to me.”  No.  He takes the man seriously when he talks about his son’s condition.  

Well, was Jesus just humoring the man?  Was Jesus just conforming to the popular opinion of the day?   Was it a situation where the man thought there was an evil spirit (because back then everyone thought evil spirits had something to do with everything), so Jesus just humored the man and then cured the boy of his epilepsy.  

No.  Jesus never humors anybody.  He does not conform to popular opinion so as not to offend people.  You will search high and low in the Holy Scriptures and never find your God. . .never find your Savior. . . accommodating to popular opinion so as not to offend.  Jesus is our God.  He is perfect; He is sinless; He always speaks the truth.  He smashes popular opinion when it is not true.

Still, Jesus takes this man seriously because what the man says is true.  Jesus Himself knows that this boy is possessed by an evil spirit that is causing great destruction of body and life.  

You and I all too often doubt Satan’s influence in our lives; we doubt the presence of hellish henchmen.  We think, “All those things really don’t happen anymore. They really don’t have an influence on us.”  We think that because we can’t see or hear such demonic forces.  The reality, however, is those evil force are all around us, but by God’s grace and kindness you and I have not had to confront them.  Or at least not many of us have had to confront them.  In the Lord’s Prayer we have often asked God to deliver us from evil and  God has done that.  He has delivered us from the evil one and his demons; He has kept them at bay. 

Still, those demonic forces are all around, and they would love to rob us of our trust in Christ.  They would love to torment us during this life.  They would love to take us away from Jesus so that we would spend eternity with them in hell.  God tells us in His Word through His Apostle Paul that our battle, our struggle is not against flesh and blood (Ephesians 6:12).  Yet, we often think just the opposite, don’t we?  We think that our biggest battle is against flesh and blood: the physical things of this world, our bodily problems, our material problems.  Still God says “No, your battle is not against flesh and blood, but it is against these evil forces, these evil spirits that would rob try to lead you away from Me.”  

While reminding us of the presence of demonic forces, our text also reminds us that we need not be alarmed.  We need not be alarmed because Christ overcomes destructive evil.  Jesus here overcame this demon.  

This demon knew it had met its match because it knew it had met its Maker and Master.  As soon as the demon saw Jesus, it threw the boy into a convulsion.  It knew what it was up against; it knew that one word from Jesus and it would have to bow and it would have to obey.  

And that’s exactly what happened.  Jesus cast out that demon.  He overcame that destructive evil in the son.  Did He need to hold down his feet and hands and lay over the boy?  No.  He simply spoke and it happened.  He spoke, and the demon had to obey.  He spoke, and the son was healed.

This gives you and me great confidence. We know that Jesus is the one who’s keeping those hellish hounds at bay, making sure they don’t enter into us, making sure they don’t torment us.  Just as the demon in that son had to obey Christ, so also the demons around us must obey Him; they can’t harm us.

Yet, going beyond this lesson, we head to cross.  We see that on Calvary Jesus crushed the serpent’s head – He crushed Satan.  Through His cross and empty tomb Jesus defeated the devil.  For Early in the morning of His bodily resurrection, Jesus triumphantly went down to hell.  He descended into hell and rubbed the devil’s nose in it, saying, “You lose!”  Everyone in hell saw Jesus as the Savior they had rejected.  But for you and me – people who trust in Christ - the descent into hell gives us great confidence.  Jesus has gone down into the devil’s abode and declared His victory.  Jesus has gone down into hell to declare a victory that assures us that we will never see hell.  Jesus has overcome the evil destruction of the devil and keeps him at bay.

II. Jesus Overcomes the Destructive Evil of Unbelieving Doubt
You know, an interesting thing about this lesson is this:  That demon was not the most destructive evil that Jesus overcame on that day. Now, we might say:  “How could there be a more destructive evil that Jesus defeated?”  Well, listen to Jesus’ own words.  

As soon as He is told about this demon tormenting this young man, He does not talk about the demon; He doesn’t talk about the boy’s problem.  He says, “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I stay with you?  How long shall I put up with you?”  

Jesus saw unbelief as the major enemy of the day that He was to encounter and defeat right then and there.  We see that as the father of this boy talks.  He says to Jesus “If you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”  And Jesus said “‘If you can?”   Jesus pinpointed that man’s doubt - that unbelief that still was lingering within him -  as the biggest problem that father was encountering.  The biggest problem was not the situation his son was in, but that doubt that was in his heart.  This man was doubting Jesus that God had the power to help his son.  This man was doubting if Jesus had the compassion to help his son.  So he said, “If you can....”, rather than “I know you can.  Please help.”

Doubt or unbelief is more destructive evil than any demon.  The first reason doubt is more destructive to us is: Doubt attacks us from within and is always with us.  The second reason doubt is a more destructive evil is:  Doubt is nothing more than unbelief. It’s been that way from the very beginning:  Adam and Eve doubted God’s goodness, doubted His clear and unmistakable Word and in turn disobeyed God. And, while we have faith in Christ for our forgiveness and salvation, we still have an unbeliever (Old Adam) living inside us that doubts God.  And, why is that doubt within us more dangerous than a demon or even Satan?  No demon, not even Satan himself, can drag us off to hell.  But, doubts raised by our old adam, if not addressed, can lead to outright unbelief.  And, unbelief (or rejection of Christ) is the one thing that can drag us off to hell.  

Now, as for the man whose son Jesus healed, you and I can surely understand his doubt.  We’ve all been there ourselves. Put yourself in the position of this man.  It says here that his boy – and Luke’s account tells us this was his only child – had had this demon in him from early on, early childhood.  

Can you imagine how many times this father prayed for his son? Can you imagine how many times he poured out his heart to God saying, “God, God of Israel, I know you are the almighty Maker of the universe.  I know your Word says thatYou love my son and me more than Yourself.  Please, please help us.  Please heal my son.  Please take this destructive demon away!”  Can you imagine how many times that father, out of love for his son and his family, prayed that kind of prayer?  Sure, we can.  As Christian parents we’ve offered similar prayers for our children when they’ve been facing something quite difficult.  

But, after offering that prayer for all those years, this man didn’t appear to get an answer.  As time went on, Satan played with that.  His own sinful nature and his heart played with that, and he began to doubt.  So now that when God is in the flesh in front of him, this man does not pray, “I know you are the almighty maker. I know you have compassion”.  Rather, the prayer is, “If.  If you can help.  If you might have compassion.”.
You and I have those kinds of doubts too.  You and I at times will doubt that God exists.  “Lord, if you are almighty, if you care about people in this world, why don’t you do something?  Why don’t you act on that compassion?  Why don’t you use your power?  Why don’t you bring more and more people to you more quickly?  Why don’t you make it evident and visible to all that you’re there and that you care?  Why don’t you silence all your critics?  Why don’t you silence all those unbelievers?  Why don’t you silence them all by just appearing?”

When we’re facing a difficulty in our life, we pray; and we pray hard, but we don’t always get the answers we want (at least not on our timetable).  What about that difficult family situation that you’ve asked God to use His power and act on His compassion to take away for years?  It’s still there isn’t it.  Haven’t doubts come with it?  Have you ever found yourself at the bedside of a loved one who is dying, when the doctors say that there’s nothing that can be done?  At such a time did you ever find yourself saying, “God, if You’re there. . .if You love me. . .do something!  Show me that You have power over life and death.”  But, then nothing changes and we doubt.  

Yes.  Often, even daily, you and I can cry out with this father in our lesson, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”  

How does our Savior react to unbelief.  It angers Him.  It frustrates Him that after every good thing He has done for us, we still doubt.  He sees doubt and says, “O, unbelieving generation.  “How long shall I stay with you?  How long shall I put up with you?”  

The beauty, however, is our Savior does not see our doubt and then chase us away.   He does stay with us.  As soon as Jesus rebuked the unbelief that was present, He said “Bring the boy to me.”  Now, this was not Jesus in frustration saying, “Alright, very well then, bring’im here.”  This was Jesus in compassion saying that He eagerly desired to help and was going to heal this young man.  And, by giving his son back to him whole and healthy and demon-free, Jesus chased away the doubts of this father.  

This act of power and compassion on the part of Jesus gives you and me confidence today that Jesus does have the power and He does have the compassion to act on behalf of His children.  We see right here in His Word.   He did it there, and He promises to do it for us again.

The interesting thing is that this man probably had prayed for his son’s deliverance for years, and it didn’t happen.  Yet, at just the right moment. . . at a time when others who did not trust in Christ might see. . . at a time when others who didn’t trust in Christ might see and put their trust in Jesus. . .that’s when this young man was healed for the increase of their faith in Christ and for the good of the crowd that was there so that they might also put their trust in Jesus.  

Now, what is it that we’ve been asking for as individuals that we don’t think we’ve gotten?  Is it healing for our bodies?  Is it healing for our relationships?  Is it a longing for that day of resurrection when we will get our loved ones who died in Christ back. . .when we will hold them. . .  when we will be with them?  Trust Christ.  He overcomes that doubt in our hearts by assuring us that at the just the right time – just like here – at just the right time -- He will act.   He will act at just the right time for our eternal good and for the good of others.  At just the right time He will heal.  At just the right time He will help.  At just the right time Christ will take us to heaven.  At just the right time Jesus will return and give us the resurrection and our loved ones who died trusting in Christ. 

Why?  Because our Savior is the Savior who overcomes destructive evil: He has overcome the devil and the demons.  He has overcome our doubt and put a firm trust in our hearts in Him and His deliverance.  He has overcome death and will allow us to share in the fruits of that victory one day soon.  Amen.

Blessing

Now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard and keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

