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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Watertown, WI

Pentecost – June 4, 7 & 8, 2003

Pastor Michael Jensen

WE CELBRATE THE SPIRIT’S WORK

The Festival of the Holy Spirit

Sermon Text: Acts 2:37-41

God’s grace, God’s mercy, His peace – they are yours.  They are yours each and every day from God, your Father, brought to you as a gift by the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today as we gather to celebrate the Festival of Pentecost we also realize it’s the end of the festival portion of our Christian Church Year. Now, before we close out the festival part of the Church Year it is most fitting that we celebrate Pentecost, the Festival of the Holy Spirit.   

Towards the beginning of that festival portion of the Church Year we celebrated Christmas, the Festival of the Father.  It was at that time we celebrated the Father giving the gift of His Son.  Not too long ago at Easter we celebrated the Festival of the Son, Easter.  It was then that we celebrated the Son, Jesus, giving Himself into death and then raising Himself up for our life and salvation.

Now with the close of the festival portion of the year, we celebrate the Festival of the Holy Spirit, celebrating the fact that the Holy Spirit gives Himself to His church.  

God’s Word to which we give our attention right now is taken from Acts, chapter 2.  This section records for us the reaction of many to Peter’s Pentecost sermon.  And, in this lesson we see that the Holy Spirit has work that is worthy of our celebration.  

Acts 2:37-41

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, Brothers, what shall we do?”

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

This is the Word of our God.

I.  The Spirit Cuts to the Heart
As we hear our lesson, the first thing we celebrate is that the Holy Spirit cuts people to the heart.  

Peter in his Pentecost sermon had begun by telling those people that Jesus of Nazareth had done miracles.  He told them that Jesus of Nazareth had shown Himself to be the promised Messiah, the Son of God come into the flesh and they had rejected Him.  They, with the help of other wicked men, had put Jesus to death on the cross.  They had crucified the Lord of Life.  

Now, on their own, what kind of a reaction would the people have had to that message?  Had the Holy Spirit not blown into their hearts through the preaching of His law, they would have blown off that kind of message.  They would have blown it off by saying, “What!  Jesus of Nazareth!  We crucified the Lord of Life!  He’s the Lord of Life, and we have something to do with his death.  We. . Our sins . . .put Him on the cross?!?  Right?!?”  They would have blown it off by saying, “We did this?  No, no, no.  Pilate did that.  Pilate and some of our Jewish leaders did that.  We had nothing to do with it.”  Those who had just come into Jerusalem for the harvest festival would have blown it off by saying, “What do you mean?  We weren’t even here.  How can you blame us for that?”  And, perhaps that exactly what many thought and said on that day.

But, then again, many didn’t say those kinds of things. Many didn’t blow off that preaching of the law because the Holy Spirit was working through His law to convict them of their sins and cut them to the heart.  Many realized that it was their sins that had put the Lord of Life, God Himself in the flesh, on the cross.  So many fell before God on that day saying, “What should we do?”

That miracle of Pentecost continues to this very day, because the Holy Spirit has cut us to the heart through the preaching of His law.  For, if He did not work through His law in our hearts, we would blow off that message too.  We would blow it off by saying something like “Huh, we had nothing to do with Jesus being crucified.  That was so long ago.”  You and I would blow it off by saying something like, “Hey!  I think that’s a rather outdated message about sin and law and disobedience.  We’re in different times now.”  Or, we would blow it off by saying something like “OK, I’ve done some things wrong but nothing like that guy over there.”  But, we haven’t blown off the Holy Spirit’s message of law.  The Spirit has blown into our hearts through the preaching of His law so that you and I haven’t blown off his message of law.  

He has cut us to the heart.  He has convicted us so that today, and every day, we fall before God totally despairing of ourselves.  We did that just a little bit earlier in our service when we confessed our total despair before God and our total need for God.  We said, “Holy Spirit, You see my corrupt nature.  You search my heart and know my secret sins.  You are grieved by my wicked words and shameful actions.  I confess that I deserve Your swift and eternal punishment.”

Today we celebrate the Holy Spirit’s work, because without it, without His work of convicting us of our sins, we would remain in our spiritual blindness, trusting in ourselves and lost forever.  We confess this truth now as we join in singing “O Spirit, How I’ve Sinned.” 

O Spirit, How I’ve Sinned

Tune: Woodworth (Just As I Am without One Plea)

by William B. Bradbury as found in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal    Hymn 397



Text: Michael T. Jensen   2003

O Spirit, how I’ve sinned against You,

In all I think and say and do.

But now You cut me deep inside.

O Spirit, with me abide, abide.

O Holy Spirit your Law convicts me

For now I see I am guilty.

Of all that put Christ on the cross,

Without You, Spirit, I’m lost, I’m lost.

Spirit your Gospel brings relief.

Instead of fear I have belief

That Jesus has the Father pleased.

I am from fear released, released.

O Spirit you’ve brought Christ to my heart,

Therefore I pray, O ne’er depart!

For Jesus Christ is all I need,

O Spirit keep Christ in me, in me.

II.  The Spirit Gives Himself

What is the greatest gift someone could give to you when you’re lonely or in despair. . . when you’re troubled and afraid?  Perhaps you have found yourself in that kind of situation.  Perhaps you were gravely ill or hospitalized.  Perhaps it was at the time you lost a loved one.  When you think back on those times, you can think of some of the gifts that people gave you.  Some sent cards.  Some sent flowers.  And, you can think of how those gifts cheered you as you read the card or looked at the flowers.  Those gifts brought you cheer as you knew someone was thinking of you.

But when you were troubled, when you were hurt, when you were lonely, when you were afraid, what was the greatest gift any individual could give you - himself or herself.  When an individual came, talked and visited with you.  You knew he or she was there for you. That individual gave you the greatest gift they could.  He gave himself. 

That’s exactly what the Holy Spirit did on that first day of Pentecost.

The people had been cut to the heart.  They fell on their knees.  They fell before God.  They were distraught.  They were afraid.  And the Holy Spirit came and gave them the gift of Himself.  He did not just tell them everything was going to be right.  He did not just send His messenger to tell them everything was going to be right; but through the preaching of the message, He actually came Himself and made them know that everything was going to be all right.  He was with them, in their hearts and by their sides.  The Spirit came promising that He would be with them, promising them that His divine intention and sure promise was He would be with them for the rest of their days until they joined Him in heaven.

As the Holy Spirit came, as He gave the gift of Himself, He also brought other gifts along with Him.  He brought the Father and Jesus, the Son.  He brought along with Him Jesus’ gift of forgiveness and total peace and total, eternal security.  

To this very day the Holy Spirit continues to give you and me that same greatest gift.  He gives us Himself.

At the time of our baptisms, that’s when he brought most of us to faith.  At your baptism, He gave you Himself and began dwelling in your heart.  When you were baptized He told you that His divine intent, His sure promise was that he would be with you every day of life until He took you to be with Him in eternal life.  

And to this very day He continues to come to our young through that sacrament and continues to come to each of us through the sacrament of the Holy Communion.  He continues to come to all of us through the preaching of His word and the reading of our Bibles.  And each time He comes He encourages us.  Each time He brings with Him Christ and the Father. Each time He comes He brings us forgiveness and the eternal security each and every one of us needs.

Today we celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit, because the work of the Holy Spirit is this:  He gives Himself.  We rejoice in this truth, and we confess this truth as we join to sing “Baptized in Water.” 

Baptized in Water

Tune:  Bunessan (Morning Has Broken) a Gaelic melody from the 19th century 

as found in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal   Hymn 297


Text:  
Verses 1 & 2 by Michael Saward, b. 1932
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Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 

Heirs of salvation, Trusting his promise, Faithfully now God’s Praise we sing.

Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, Dead in the tomb with Christ our King:

One with his rising, Freed and forgiven, Thankfully now God’s Praise we sing.

O Holy Spirit, You brought forgiveness  And all the comfort surely it brings.

Now my sins no more can bring me terror.  Because of this Your Praise I sing.

O precious Spirit, You brought me Jesus  And all the love that He has for me.

How can I thank you for such a grand gift?  May others see your love in me!

III.  The Spirit Builds His Church

The Holy Spirit’s work is that He cuts us to the heart and then He brings Jesus into our hearts.  But the Holy Spirit’s work is also the building of His church.  This we recall as we look as these verses from our lesson:  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.  And a little later in the lesson, it says:  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
Dear friends, by all outward appearances, the people gathered there in Jerusalem that day had so many differences – so many differences which should have gotten in the way of their ever coming together for any reason.  They came from different locations around the Mediterranean Sea area.  They had different cultures; they had different languages.  There was no reason for them to come together.

It was God the Holy Spirit who had brought them together on that day.  They were His Old Testament believers who had gathered in Jerusalem for the harvest festival.  But, these people who had come together by the direction of the Holy Spirit were then given even greater reason to be united.  They had been united in their Old Testament hopes and aspirations.  Now those Old Testament hopes and desires had been fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  So people who should have been divided for so many reasons, were one – one in Christ by the working of the Holy Spirit.  

It’s really the same for you and me to this day.  There are so many things that make us different.  We come from so many different backgrounds and so many different walks of life.  We have so many different opinions and interests.  But what is it that has brought us together and made us one?  The Holy Spirit – He has made us one in Christ.  

By making us members together in Christ’s church, the Holy Spirit has made sure that we are not alone in this world.  We first and foremost have our Triune God living in our hearts; but then he gives us each other.  He gives us each other so that we can support and encourage each other.  He gives us each other so that we can come to this House of the Lord and we see hundreds of other people sitting around us who trust in Christ with us.   

We know that the Holy Spirit has worked in the hearts of other people as well – other people who love the Lord, other people who love and support us with their kindness and their prayers.  

This is the work of the Holy Spirit – this building of His Church – He has been doing since that Pentecost.  He took a small band of disciples on that day and exploded it up to a number over three thousand.  And, the Holy Spirit continues to do that here among us. Almost 150 years ago He took a small band of disciples here at St. Mark’s and has exploded it to a congregation that numbers nearly thirty-five hundred.

The Holy Spirit did it in a miraculous external fashion that first Pentecost day as His Word was preached.  Three thousand people were cut to the heart. Three thousand people began to trust in Jesus.   Three thousand people had the Holy Spirit work in them and then receive baptism.  What a showing of the Holy Spirit’s power to save!

To this day, the miracle of Pentecost, continues as the Holy Spirit builds Christ’ church.  Externally it doesn’t always look as grand and glorious as it did on Pentecost. Still, the results are as grand and glorious, as the Holy Spirit quietly does His Pentecost miracle each time parents realize the promise is for them and for their children.  The Holy Spirit does His Pentecost miracle each time a baby is claimed through Holy Baptism.

The miracle of Pentecost continues whenever you tell a friend or a coworker about Jesus Christ and they begin to ask more and more questions.  It happens each time you remember that the promise is for you and for your children - for all who are far off.   

Yes, these days the Holy Spirit may do His miracles in a quieter fashion, but it is just as miraculous and just as grand building of His church.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God, brought to you by the Holy Spirit, keep and guard your hearts and mind in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

We confess our faith in Jesus and our certainty in the Holy Spirit’s building of His church as we join in singing our next hymn:  “The Church’s One Foundation.”  

The Church’s One Foundation

Tune: Aurelia  
by Samuel J. Wesley  as found in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal    Hymn 538


Text: 
Verse One by Samuel J. Stone   1839-1900

Verses Two, Three & Four by Michael T. Jensen   2003  

The Church’s one foundation  Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

She is His new creation  By water and the Word.

From heav’n He came and sought her  To be His holy bride;

With His own blood He bought her,  And for her life He died.

This Church’s one foundation  The Holy Spirit gives,

He does it through the preaching  That Jesus Christ still lives!

The Spirit gathers people  From every tribe and race

And through His loving message,  He unites them in grace.

Christ’s Church the Spirit still builds  By water and the Word

This Church the Spirit strengthens  By Supper of the Lord.

From heav’n He comes to bless her  And gives her strength to serve,

And through His Gospel message, the Church  He will preserve.

O Holy Spirit bless us  For without You we’re lost.

O Holy Spirit hear us,  Help us to bear the cross.

O Holy Spirit cause us  To serve You with our best,

‘Til Your great Church victorious  Shall be the Church at rest.

