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Pastor Michael Jensen

“IT IS FINISHED”

Sermon Text:  John 19:28-30

Perfect peace from sins fully forgiven is yours in your Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Dear friends in Christ,

About six thousand years have now passed, since God called this universe into being from nothing; and about six thousand years have passed since Adam and Eve through their fall into sin plunged our entire human race into sin with all of its evil consequences – the most notable consequence being death.

As we look over the six thousand years of history itself, on our own it would be very difficult for us to pinpoint the most important timeframe of history.  Indeed, you and I are people who have a hard time putting the events of our own lives into perspective.  We are people who have a hard time reading our own times to see what’s important and what’s not.  So, on our own we could never determine what of that six thousand years was the most important.  But, the Holy Spirit has shown us. 

The Scriptures show us that all of history hinges on thirty three years, a fact we recognize before every service when our church bell tolls thirty three times.   From the Fall in Sin until the very end of the book of Malachi, the thousands of years of prophetic writings long for those thirty three years.    And, after Jesus has come, the NT while looking ahead to when time will end, is constantly pointing us back to those thirty three years.

Then, as we look at those thirty-three years, the Holy Spirit sharpens our focus all the more.  We realize that as we look at the four Gospels.  You see, the four Gospels, do give us details about Jesus’ birth, a brief overview of His childhood, and great detail about His ministry and His teachings over a three-year time span.  But then when you look at those four Gospels, you realize that so much of their time, so much of their page space, is spent on that one week at the end of those thirty-three years of Jesus’ life.

St. Luke’s Gospel spends one-fifth of its time on that one week out of Jesus’ life.  Matthew and Mark spent about one-third of their pages looking at that particular week.  And the Gospel of John  - the Gospel of John which was inspired by the Holy Spirit many years after He inspired Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the Gospel of St. John which was inspired by the Holy Spirit to give us more details, to fill in gaps in the life of Jesus – how much time does that Gospel spend focusing on that last week?  Almost one-half of the Gospel of John is spent looking at that one week.  

And so this week we too have gathered here to focus on that one week. Out of the three hundred thousand weeks-plus that have passed since time began, we come here this week to focus on that one week that far surpasses all the others, that one week that is so different from all others that we call “Holy.”  And out of all the thousands upon thousands of Fridays that have ever taken place or will take place, today we focus on that one Friday, the most important Friday, a Friday we call “Good”.  As we do so, we focus on several hours of all of history and realize that there, there is the time, there is the moment upon which all history hinges.  

What words shall we borrow to describe the most significant time, the most significant moment, and the most significant event in the history of the human race?  What language shall we use to describe its significance for you?  For me? For all people?  We shall borrow the words of our Savior Himself, Jesus’ own description of that moment and its meaning for us.

Our lesson is from the Gospel of St. John, the 19th chapter, beginning with the 28th verse.

 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”  

A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  With that he, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

“It is finished!”  With those words, Jesus describes the most monumental event in the history of the universe and tells us just how significant it is for all of us.  For, coupled with the Easter news of “He is risen!” there is nothing greater than “It is finished”spoken from the lips of our own Savior.  

I. IT Is Finished

We look at it word by word, and we see that word “IT.” What is IT that is now finished?  

All the prophecies, that’s what IT is.  All the prophecies of the Old Testament have been fulfilled.  They are finished, Jesus fulfilling them right down to the very letter.  
What else is IT that has been finished?  IT is the Father’s will, the Father’s will that the Son - God Himself - should come down in frail human form on a mission of mercy, a mission of rescue for the entire human race. 

IT is the heavenly Father’s will that all people be holy, that all people be perfect, that all people line up their lives with His will.  That is what has been finished in Jesus Christ, fulfilled to the letter in Jesus.

IT is even more.  IT is the payment, the payment for our sins, the punishment which was so well-deserved by all of us, that is the IT that has been finished.  Jesus here has suffered the torments of hell.  He has cried out from the depths of hell, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”(Mark 15:34)  He has had the law of Mt. Sinai not just thundered down at Him, but hurled down at Him like lightning bolts, penetrating to every fiber of His being.  What is IT that is finished?  The wages of sin . . . death, eternal death . . . they have been suffered and finished by our Savior.   

What is IT that has been finished?  IT is everything!  Everything we ever needed. Everything we could want or desire.  That is what was finished for us when Christ cries out those immortal words, “It is finished.”
But,“It is finished!” –“Finished!”.  What does Jesus mean by finished?  He is telling us that here on the cross He offered no symbolic sacrifice.  There is no symbolism here at all.  It’s real; and it’s the payment in full of hell.  Nor did Jesus  go to the cross to give us a philosophy by which to live.  He didn’t give us a philosophy - He gave us Himself, and Himself over into death.  

It is finished – finished.  Do we really understand what that means?  Jesus does not say, “It is started.”  He does not say, “I’ve given you a down payment.”  He does not say, “I’ve given something you can build on to build your way back to God.”  Here is no token payment for sin, but only a full payment.  He says, “It is finished.”  

There is nothing left for any person, any person to do.  It is finished.  Well, yes, but don’t I have to…..?  “No. It is finished.”  Well shouldn’t I still…?  “No.  It is finished.”  Anything you could offer is not necessary.  “It is finished.”  The sacrifice of Jesus needs neither our pious prayers nor what we might think to be our worthy works.  It is complete.  It is perfect.  “It is finished.”  We can offer nothing to this perfect sacrifice.  Rather, our prayers and our works flow out of what Christ has done. They flow out of this completed sacrifice.  And, Jesus’ completed sacrifice is a finished sacrifice for every single person of all time, all six thousand plus years of this world.  

When we really understand what sin is, we first realize that Jesus had to die, and did finish the payment for, every single time we didn’t do what we were supposed to do before God, every single time we did something He specifically told us not to do, every time we thought something wrong, every time we spoke about it, every single time.  But then, moving on from that, we go toward a fuller understanding of what sin really is. Sin is imperfection . 

When we truly understand how depraved we are . . . how sinful we are. . .that sin is any imperfection, we realize that Jesus had to die for every single second of every single person life.  That’s every single second of every single person’s life.  That’s every single second for every single person who has lived, is living, or ever will live.    Ever instant of our existence we are imperfect, so we need forgiveness for every single second of our lives.   And, at that one moment in time, Jesus gave Himself for every moment of our existence and for all the unending moments of eternity that will be ours.  It is finished.
But before we leave, we would be remiss if we did not take a look at that one little connective word “is”.  It is finished.  Literally, what Jesus is saying here about His perfect sacrifice is this:  “It has been accomplished here on Calvary, and the affects, the benefit of what I have done here will last all of time and for all eternity for all people.”  That’s all wrapped up in that one word. 

So what does that mean for us that it IS finished?  It means it’s a reality for us to this very day.  You and I have not gathered on some Friday afternoon in April out of a sense of nostalgia or tradition.  We haven’t just come here to mark the passing of time or to mark the beginning of spring.  We do not come here because this is our belief system that has been handed down to us from our parents and we know nothing else.  We have broken into our normal routine because we know it IS finished.  It still means something to me this day.  It still will mean something to me tomorrow.  Each of us knows that what Jesus has done will mean something for me all of my life until I enter eternal life.  It IS! It IS real.  It Is Finished!

We come here because we know that guilt is real.  The way we hurt each other really is real and does hurt.  The grudges we hold are real.  We come here because we have made real messes of our lives. What we have done to God in thought, word, deed, and all our imperfections – it’s real, and it hammers on us.  We come here because all of those things are real.  And, we come here because death is real.  

But, we come here to be healed because we know it IS finished.  We know this is reality.  We are safe; we are secure.  We don’t have to hold grudges.  It is finished.  We don’t have to keep hurting each other.  It is finished.  We don’t have to keep hammering ourselves over the mistakes we’ve made.  It is finished.   We don’t have to keep messing up our lives.  Sin and Satan’s hold on us are finished.  We don’t have to feel separated from God because the reality is IT IS FINISEHD! The wall of separation has been torn down.

My dear friends in Christ, rejoice this day!  Rejoice every day.  Rejoice on your last day.  Rejoice for all eternity, because Jesus says, “IT IS FINISHED.”  Amen.

Now the peace of God - this peace that Christ purchased for us! -  may it guard and keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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