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JESUS CHALLENGES OUR CONVENTIONAL THINKING

Sermon Text:  Luke 13:10-17

Grace and peace are yours from God, your Father, as a gift bought for you by your dear Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Today for our meditation we turn our attention to our Gospel lesson.  

Luke 13:10-17

     On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years.  She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.  When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.”  Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.  

     Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, “There are six days for work.  So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”  

     The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites!  Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water?  Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”    

     When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.

Introduction

As we look at this portion of God’s Word, Jesus challenges us.  He challenges our conventional thinking.  1) He challenges our conventional thinking about physical illness, and 2) He challenges our conventional thinking about our relationship with Him:what forms that relationship with Him and what keeps that relationship going.

Quite often, when we’re facing a problem in life and want to get some input as we make a tough decision, we’ll want to know what the conventional thinking is on the matter.  There is, however,  a problem with that:  While conventional thinking can be right, quite often conventional thinking is wrong.  Today, Jesus gives us two examples in which conventional thinking is definitely wrong. 

I. Jesus Challenges Our Conventional Thinking About Physical Problems

In our text we meet a woman who has been crippled over with a physical ailment for eighteen years.  Now what would be the conventional thinking on that?  

Conventional thinking might say she didn’t get enough calcium in her formative years and eventually became stooped over more and more.  Conventional thinking also might say that she did damage to her back,  perhaps in her youth.  Maybe she slipped a disk and it degenerated to the point where she couldn’t even stand up straight anymore. 

That would be conventional thinking, the conventional thinking of twenty-first century people like us.  We have been conditioned that every time there is something physically wrong with us we have to find the physical root of the problem. Then we have to get it fixed.  That’s why we go to our doctors.  That’s why, when upon first examination, we can’t find out what is wrong, we order test after test after test in an effort to find out what’s wrong.  What went wrong here?  We want to know.  

As twenty-first century people we tend to compartmentalize our problems. We put our physical problems into a compartment over here.  Then there are our emotional problems.  Those we put in a compartment over here.  And, finally we have our spiritual problems that we put into our “church” compartment.  Those are the ones we bring to God.

Jesus challenges that conventional compartmentalized thinking.  He tells us that this woman (this woman that He met, this woman that He healed) - oh, she had a physical problem all right, but the root, the source of her problem was really an evil spirit.  

Now, our twenty-first century American minds say, “Wait a second.  That’s not conventional thinking.  That sounds like something out of the dark ages!”  We’ve all read about that period in history, that period of history in which every time something went physically or emotionally wrong it was attributed to an evil spirit, a demon.”  But, we’re too enlightened for that now. Right?

Well, God tells us that “our age of enlightenment,” which denies the existence of demons, is really another form of the dark ages.  He says that our conventional thinking is wrong because there are demons.  Evil spirits do torment us.  When something goes wrong with us physically, there very well could be a dark presence that brought it about.  

You may recall from Sunday School or Christian Day School a man named Job. He was a man who lived at about the time of Abraham or 2000 years before the birth of Jesus.  (Old Testament, the Book of Job) You may recall that Satan had to come before God in order to ask for permission to torment Job.  Satan was sure he could get Job to curse God.  So, first Satan takes away all of Job’s possessions and Job’s children die.  But, at the end of it, Job says those immortal words:  “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  (Job 1)
But Satan wasn’t done.  He came back to God a second time and told God: “Skin for skin!" Satan replied.  A man will give all he has for his own life. But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face" (Job 2: 4,5).  To this God said “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life" (Job 2:6).  So, Satan inflicted Job with boils (sores) from the top of his head to the bottom of his feet.  

Now, if we could send a team of doctors back in time to do an examination of Job, I’m sure they could come up with some physical explanation for Job’s sudden outbreak of terrible sores.  Still, God tells us that even before the physical cause, there was a spiritual cause – Satan tormenting Job.  

I’m also sure that if we could send a team of doctors back to the time of Jesus to examine this woman, they could most likely find a physical reason for her condition.  If they could go back in time, they might find that her spine was badly out of line.  Through blood and other tests they might find that suffered from an extreme calcium deficiency.  They might find a degenerated disk in her back, or maybe even several degenerated disks.  But that would not change the fact, as revealed here by God in Scripture, that there was a spiritual cause to her physical problems, and that spiritual cause was an evil spirit tormenting her.  

Now, doesn’t that challenge us?  Doesn’t that challenge us today to rethink all the physical problems that you and I have?  If we have pain, even for the day, not to mention chronic pain, how does it make us feel?  Does it make us feel alive in Christ? Does it make us feel filled with joy, ready to go and do great things for Jesus?  No.  Pain bogs us down.  It darkens our day and dampens our spirits.  It makes us feel miserable.  Do we think that Satan doesn’t take delight in our misery?  God does not delight in our pain, and we surely don’t.  Satan and his hellish henchmen. ..they’re the ones that delight in seeing us in misery.  

When we’re having a physical struggle -- maybe with the bottle or some other addiction -- there is a dark cloud hanging over our lives, a dark spirit – it’s Satan.  He takes joy in seeing us in misery and in our making other people’s lives miserable as well.  Sure, we can look at the physical reasons for addition.  We can even look at the emotional reasons for addiction.  (We can and even should look at the destructive nature of our own sinful flesh and the damaging effects of this sinful world!)  But, Christ says:  Don’t rule out satanic forces.  That challenges us! 

God’s enlightened thinking challenges us so that when we have a physical problem, an addiction, emotional stress, we need to first and foremost go to God .  First, we need to let Jesus come to us in His Word and Sacrament where He brings us forgiveness and strength.  Then, we need to go to Him in prayer, asking Him to take away . . .to send packing . . . any dark spirit . . .any hellish henchmen. . . that might be invading our space and tormenting us.  This does not rule out going to the doctor for medicine because when used properly medicine is also a blessing from God.  Nor does this rule out getting the tests to find out what is going on physically.  But, it takes us first back to God and back to the spiritual to remove whatever dark forces may be present.  You see, that makes going to God our first course of action, rather than our last resort when all the tests and all the tests and all the medicines come up empty.  Jesus challenges us to do that.  He challenges our twenty-first century thinking.  And, when Jesus challenges our thinking, we best take note.  Why?  Because He is always right – He is God.

II. Jesus Challenges Our Conventional Thinking about Our Relationship with Him
But in this portion of God’s Word, Jesus’ challenge to our thinking doesn’t stop there.  He goes on to challenge our thinking about our relationship with Him.  

In our lesson, we also meet a ruler of the synagogue. Now this ruler of the synagogue is one top notch guy.  He was a religious leader, probably one of the most respected men in town and known by everybody.  In fact, he probably knew this woman who had been crippled over for eighteen years.  (These weren’t huge cities.  These were small towns.)  Perhaps he had even talked with her about her ailment and encouraged her in her struggle.  

Now, such a noble guy, such a well-known guy, such a popular guy, such a religious guy – what would we expect his reaction to be when this woman who is crippled is suddenly released from what had ailed her for those eighteen long years?  What kind of reaction would we expect?  As the religious leader in town, we might expect him to be the first one to join in the praise.  We’d expect him to be the first one to be shouting praise to God, filled with joy that he saw this miraculous healing happen right before his eyes.  

So, what’s the reaction?  God says “He (Jesus) put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.”  (See, she knew who had done it; she knew this was a gift from God.)  “Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, `There are six days for work.  So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.’”    We expect a reaction of joy, and what do we get?  A real downer! – How dare you heal her on the Sabbath!  In a sense, this synagogue ruler said to Jesus and the people: Get yourself right with the law before you come with these Gospel miracles around here.  

What was his problem?  He had conventional thinking.  He had conventional thinking about our relationship with God.  He thought it should go this way:  First follow God’s law: fly straight, get your act together, get your mess cleaned up.  Then, when you’ve done that, you can come into a relationship with God filled with joyous miracles. . .then you can experience the joy.  

What’s Jesus’ reaction to that?  “You hypocrites!”  Jesus essentially goes on to tell them “Look, you guys untie the cattle to water it on the Sabbath day when you are not supposed to be doing any work.  I’m God Almighty.  It didn’t take me any work at all to free her from what had ailed her for eighteen years.  Yet, you’re going to criticize me about this Gospel miracle, this gracious work? You are going to cling to the law and criticize me for serving with the Gospel? You hypocrites!” 

Jesus’ words, “You hypocrites” sting a little bit, don’t they.   That’s because we’ve can all see ourselves there at times. Can’t we?  All too often our first reaction is to run to the law.  We see somebody whose life is not right.  Their life doesn’t line up with God’s will or way.  We see them openly sinning, and our first reaction is to go to the law and tell them “Get yourself straight with God.  Don’t you know that what you’re doing is going to get you in hell?  Don’t you know you need to clean up this mess before you can be straight with God?”  That’s conventional thinking.  Conventional or normal human thinking is that you take the law and club people over the head enough times until they act right. Then, because they’re acting right, they are O.K. with God.   

But, Jesus tells us that the law doesn’t make us right with God.  If we want someone to be right with God, Jesus tells us that the way we are to approach that person is with His Gospel of healing, just as He did with the woman in our text.  

That doesn’t mean the law doesn’t apply.  That does not mean the law is not there.  Jesus didn’t just say to His adversaries: “No, that Sabbath law doesn’t apply.”  The law has its place.  It is to show us our sins.  But, it never makes us right with God.  Only the Gospel does that.  The law is not an end in itself, because it never makes us right with God.  Rather, the law is a means to an end.  As the humble servant of the Gospel of forgiveness, the law shows us our need and prepares us for the Gospel.  

Sadly, the synagogue ruler missed that.  Ironically, he appeals to the Sabbath law, when Jesus, the Gospel fulfillment of that Sabbath law, was right in front of him, fulfilling that Sabbath rest by granting rest to this woman.  

This does challenge our conventional thinking.  But, God’s enlightened thinking tells us that when we approach a person, we come to them with the Gospel, telling them about their Savior, asking them about their relationship with Jesus.  To be sure, if that person thumbs their nose at Jesus, then there is the law, sad to say.  But the law is to always be the humble servant, and if we are to err on the side of anything, it is to err on the side of Gospel, showing them:

· The love of Christ: His forgiveness!  His compassion! 

· How much He wants them in a relationship with Him,

· How He is the fulfillment of the law, 

· How He has done everything necessary for their relationship with God, 

· How He came, how He lived the perfect life for them that they aren’t living right now (nor ever will), 

· How He died the death to take away their sins, even the sin that they are committing right now, because He loves them that much!

· How He rose again so that one day, on the day of the resurrection, we will have no more problems:  no more sin, no more worry about keeping God’s law because 

then it will be our natural for us to do that, and no more physical problems because Satan will be confined to hell forever!  

Conventional thinking would have you and me saying “Follow the law to get right with God.”  Jesus’ enlightened thinking has us sharing the Gospel that brings people into a relationship with God.  That changes their hearts, not their actions.  Then out of the heart the life of thanks will flow.  

Jesus has once again challenged our conventional thinking this morning.  But then again, conventional thinking is always up for a challenge, isn’t it?  Some of you are probably football fans.  What is the conventional thinking for football when it later in the game and the coach feels his team has a pretty good lead? Conventional thinking is your defense goes into something call “The prevent defense.”  The idea behind the prevent defense is this:  Don’t let your opponent score too quickly. Don’t let them get the big gain.  Don’t let them get the big yardage. Let them run out the clock.  Let them get those little ten – fifteen-yard pass patterns, but don’t let them get the big one.  So, the prevent defense pulls all your backfield defenders way back.  

But, does this conventional thinking work?  All too often, what do we see happen?  The team takes those ten - fifteen yards at a crack, and pretty soon they are in the end zone.  And, then they are in the end zone again.  See, conventional thinking has always been that you play the prevent defense to sustain the win; and what we realize is quite often all the prevent defense does is prevent you from winning.  This is just one example of how conventional thinking isn’t always right.  

But, in our life with Jesus the stakes are much more high when conventional thinking fails us.  

Conventional thinking wouldn’t see Jesus as God.  Conventional thinking wouldn’t see the Bible as anything other than just some book that some people like to follow, no different than any other “religious” book.  Conventional thinking would deny God’s saving power in Baptism. Conventional thinking would laugh at the thought that Christ’s body and blood could really be present in Lord’s Supper.  Why conventional thinking would say the Trinity doesn’t make sense, even denying God His very essence!

But thanks be to God!  He has called us away from worldly, human conventional thinking and has given us His enlightened thinking!   May we cling to all God’s truths as we cling to our Savior.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God which surpasses all conventional understanding guard and keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

